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*' Whose was the hard, unfeeling, heart. 
That forcM the Hen and Chi(;k to part? 
Who counsrllM the malicious deed, 
To break a feeble, bending, reed? 
Was it that hollow, faithless, Bird, 

The eldest Chick of -^ tlie ? . 

Or that old scratching Hen of strife, • 
Tliat hatchM this Chicken into life !» 
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A POEM, &c. 



I. 

A HEN, a farmer's pride and care, 

Who lives at W- or elsewhere; 

Once cackrd in a foreign clime, 
And roosted thiere a length of time. 

In G she first drew breath, 

Oh! had she tarried there till death ! 
Some people scruple not to say, 
Curs'd be the hour she came away. 

Ill- 
But this is foreign to the tale : 
Facts are niy theme, let them prevail ; 
The Hen was teiider, young, and brown, 
Her feathers i6h a3 cygnef ^ down. 



Digitized 



by Google 



IV. 

Her shape was good, her stature slight. 
Not tall, nor yet a bantam quite ; 
Her eyes were of a greyish hue, 
And, like most Hens, she had but two. 

V. 
Our Farmer saw the stately bird, 
I mean Old Farmer — — — the — — : 
He knew the Hen was thorough game. 
And thought her tractable and tame. 

VL 
Steady and solid as old Time, 
And just arriving at her prime^^ 
Not flighty nor inclin'd to roam. 
As Hens too often do, from home. 

VII. 
Pleas'd with her looks, the Farmer swore 
He'd add the Pullet to his store ; 
No other bird possessed his mind. 
For Love, the poets say, is blind. 

VIIL 
Pheasants, and partridges, and larks, 
That sport in fields, in woods, and parks ; 
Sweet nightingales, the pride of spring. 
That love in plaintiye strains to sing ; 
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IX. 
Blackbirds, and thrushes, with the no.tes 
That issue from their tuneful throats, 
Were slighted for a foreign Hen, 
A custom 'mongst great farming mei^^ 

The Pullet now becs^me his own. 
And sometimes perch'd upon the th-~-*, 
At midjaight roosted by hjis side, 
And shar'd his happiness and pride. 

• XL ,; 

A few short months had past away,. 
When, grateful, she began to lay; 
Egg after egg enrich'd her nest, 
AH which old Farmer G ' ■ possest j 

XU. 
Jn time the eggs to Chickens grew, 
As eggs, when set on, mostly do; 
The brood became the parents' care, 
And yery prettV chicks they were. 

John Bull, to generous views alive, * • 
Was pleaa'd jtp see the Chickens thrive ; 
With liberal hai^d |:heir wants supplied^ , 
And fed them with a parent's prid^f 
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XIV. 

Time mov*d alon^ its stealthy pace. 
And star'd the Chickens in the face ; 
Who now were grown up. Cocks, and Hens, 
And had their families by tens : ^ 

XV. 
In fact, they multiplied so fast, 
John was dissatisfied at last ; 
It matter'd not who wanted bread. 
The Hen and Chickens must be fed ;— -' 

XVI 
A Hen, whose avarice was found 
To stretch beyond all decent l^ound ; 
Whose constant practice and delight 
Was scratching, morning, noon, and night. 

XVIL 
And Chicks, that ne'er were taught to know 
The blessings which from prudence flow; 
But fond of riot, wjiste, and pride. 
With scarce ^ virtue for their guide ; — 

xvm. 
Chicks, that no labour^ time^ nor art^ 
Could prompt to act a useful part,; 
With heads too bulky to contain 
I^ knowledge of the worth of grain; 
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XIX. 

That grain their Jkarents scratched iu heaps. 
For which the starving laibourer weeps ; 
In secret pines, opprest with care. 
And dies, the victim of despair. 

XX. 
That grain^ which venal courts misuse. 
To aid their own s^mbitious views. 
Wring from the public by degrees. 
And spend iu any way they please ; 

XXL 
Waste it amongst a servile race. 
The country's ruin and disgrace ; 
Slaves, who, in infamy grown old. 
Would barter heav'n away for gold. , 

XXII- 

Twas labour wasted to complain^ 
Or urge th' enormous rise of grain; 
Their crops were alway^s well supplied. 
And r crops are dee^ and wide. 

XXIII, 
Ye Nine ! your powerful aid impart ; 
Divine possessors of my heajrt ! 
Ye, who mid loftiness and smpke 
Ten thousand ragged bards invoke ; 
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XXIV, 

Nymphs of the gacred fount ! attend. 
And prove yourselves the Poet's friend ; 

Tis r game appears in view ; 

Assist me, ladies, to pursue 

XXV. 

The foremost of the r brood, ^ 

Who broke his shell, and cried for food; 
Turn'd out a cock of manners rare, 
A fav'rite with the feather'd fair, 

XXVI. » 
For them, he crow'd at early mom. 
And cuird the choicest grains of com; 
For them, he trimm'd his glossy beak. 
And kept his feathers smooth and sleek 

XXVIL 
They figur'd in his nightly dream. 
Their beauties were his daily theme ; 
He strutted o'er the farm with pride. 
And numbers cackled by his side, 

XXVIII, 
But, though his love was sought by all. 
Game, dunghill, bantam^ squab, and tall, 
Among the whole, not one in ^en 
Coiild please hjm likf a ^oiigh old Hen. 
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XXIX, 

For this, he left a. youthful mate, 
And doom'd her to a m idow'd state ; 
Although he flapp'd his wings, and swore 
To love till life should be no more ; 

XXX. 

Although he pledged himself to-be 

A pattern of fidelity ; 

Vow'd on her footsteps to attend, 

Her mate, her guardian, and her friend ;— • 

XXXI. 

All, all, his promises were vain ; 
He only wedded her for grain ; 
Then serv'd her, when he got his ends, 
As lately he has serv'd his fiiends. 

XXXII. 

Poor easy souls ! they little thought 
A Chicken which themselves had taught. 
One they had toil'd for night and day. 
Could, Judas-like, his friends betray; — 

XXXIIL 

Friends, who had foUbw'd in his train. 
In Summer's heat and Winter's rain ; 
Worn all their feathers to the stumps. 
And bar'd their unprotected rumps ;— 
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XXXIV. 

FriendB, who for years at his desire ^ 
Had ^Tubb'd in every sort of mire ; 
Scr^tch^d all the filthiest kennels through. 
And did what none besid^ would do ; — 

XXXV. 

Friends, who were feeble, grey, and Ihin; 
With scarce a feather on their skin, 
Were tum'd unfeelingly adrift, 
And left in nakedness to shift. 

XXXVL 

But vho can pity the disgrace 
Brought on By love of powV and place .5, 
Who heeds their artfhl cropsick call, 
Or feels companbioh at their fall ? 

XXXVIL 

Who moves with pity, when they droop, 
Rack'd by that sad -disease, the roop? 
Or who Would move i railing tongue, 
If all their feeble necks were M^rung ? 

XXXVIII. 
The next that op'd his childish beak, 
Prov'd einpty-headed, vain, and weak ; 
He thought himself a bird of skill, 
And not unKkeiy thinks so stilU 
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XXXIX. 

This Cock, so much conceit had he. 
Forsooth, a fighting Cock must be ; 
And quitted Britain's peaceful Isle, 
To combat on a foreign soil. 

XL. 
But there he prov'd the want of skill, 
And soon of battle had his fill : 
There, too, he leam'd the way to swim, 
In which no Cock can equal him ; 

XLI. 

For once, pursued by numerous foes, 
French Cocks, (for so the story goes,) 
A river stopped him in his flight; 
At such a time, an ugly sight: — 

XLII. 
No bridge, no boat to ferry o'er 
And land him on a friendly shore; 
His warlike enemies at hand, 
A dang'rou^ enterprising band. 

XLIIL 
Twas Hobson's choice ; — or stay and fight, 
And gain immortal glory bri^t. 
Or plunge beneath the rapid tide. 
And strive to gain the other side. 
B 
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XLIV. 

Our pradent Cock declined the fray, 
And wisely chose to swim away : 
He knew, that, ' if in battle slain, 
He'd never rise to fight again/* 

XLV, 
And home bad num'rous^ charms for him ; 
There he might teach the art to swim, 
Or shew admiring Cocks the way 
To marshal arniies in array : 

XLVI. 
At Wimbledon undaunted stand, . 
And crow the siignals of command ; 
Display his variegated wings 
Befi3re the best of Q s and K s; 

XLVIL 
Or throw his blood-stain'd spurs aside. 
Those martial implements of pride ; ^ 
In love-engagements take the field. 
With goose-quills such as poets wield. 

XLVIII. 
His fond epistles to the fair 
Make Cocks of literature stare; 
With lov€ and tenderness they shine, 
And angels occupy each line. 
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XLIX. 
How sweet are such enchanting words, 

When penn'd by r love-sick birds ! 

Wprds, full of purity and truth, 
The glow of age, the fire of youth ; 

L. 
Words, whose importance plainly tell 
With them no foul deceit can dwell ; 
But, always springing from the heart, 
Love'a sweetest, softest, joys impart. 

tl. 
The third, the vainest of the whole, 
Whose comb was cut by W — 1— y P-^le, 
Fix'd on an Essex Bird his eyes ;^- 
A dainty, handsome, weW-fledg'd, prize. 

Her plumage fiU'd him with desire. 
And set his crop-sick breast on fire; 
Her stores inspir'd him with delight. 
Her roosting placei^ chsurm^'d his sight, 

LIII. 

For her, he quitted B— ?y Park, 
More blithesome than the morning lark ; 
Spread forth his' pinions, gay and bright, 
And off to Wanstead took bis flight. 
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LIV. 
For her, witli raptures overflowing, 
He fell triumphantly to crowing ; 
Deserted home, and Hen and Chicks, 
Although a Cock of foity-six. 

LV. 
'Tis said, he made cock-sure to find 
The Pullet yielding to his mind ; 
For he had more conceited pride 
Than all the other Cocks beside. 

LVI. 
Alas ! 'twas folly touch'd his mind, 

And made the r Chicken blind ; 

Made all his faculties decay. 
And tore e'en common sense away. 

LVII. 
His feathers, which in beauty vied 
With all the peacock's glitt'ring pride. 
Were trimm'd with artfulness and care, 
T' attract the notice of the fair. 

LVIII. 
But she was wise enough, to know 
Fine feathers are but outside shew. 
He promis'd honors, but she thought 
Such honors would be dearly bought. 
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LIX. 

He urg'd his titles, r breed. 

And hop'd bis blood might intercede; 
Swore, 'twould be raptures to confer 
Rank, power, and happiness, on her. 

LX. 
•Ah! rank,' she cried; * an empty lure I 
Hank cannot happiness procure ; 
Witness your elder Brother's mate. 
Are such the pleasures of the great! 

LXI. 

* Deserted in a foreign clime, 
Her innocence her only crime; 
A prey to ignom'ny and grief. 
Without the prospect of relief; 

LXII. 

* Depriv'd of ev'ry parent's right. 
An only Chick debarred her sight ; 
She, who alone could soothe her woes. 
And give her breast its lost repose. 

LXIII. 

* Whose was the hard, unfeelino:, heart 
That forc'd the Hen and Chick to part? 
Who counsell'd the malicious dee^i, 

To break a feeble, bending, reed ? 
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LXIV. 

* Who nrg^d oppressing the opprest, 

And wrung more keen the tortured breast ? 
Added, to injuries and scorn, 
Fresh insults, scarcely to be borne ? 

LXV. 

* Was it that holIo^Y, faithless, Bird^ 

The eldest Chick of the ^? 

Or that old scratching Hen of strife. 
That hatched this Chicken into life? 

LXVI. 

* She, that should take an active part 
In soothing a distracted heart ; 
Shew to the world a parent's care. 
And save the victim from despair? — 

LXVII. 

* Or he, who brought her from her friends. 
And, having gained his selfish ends. 
Now leaves her, hopeless and forlorn, 
Expos'd to ev^ry Villain's scorn ? 

LXVIII. 

* Go ! I despise your rank and state ; 
The pomp and trappings of the great. 
Your name, and all the blood you boast. 
Are empty, idle, sounds at most. 
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LXIX. 

^ rd rather fly from pole to pole, 
And seek a Cock of genrous soul, 
Than match with one so vam and weak^ 
As all your words and acts bespeak.' 

LXX. 

Alas! how vain are r-^ — — Cocks, 
Tho' dull and ignorant as blocksi, 
Without capacities to know 
How much to Providence they owe. 

LXXL 

And yet they rsCnk amid' the state, 
Aboye the noble and the great; 
Abound in luxuries and ease. 
And taste of evVy thing they please. 

LXXII. 

They make in palaces their nest. 
And roost on feathers of the best; 
Their calls, of nature or of pride. 
When known are instantly supplied. 

LXXIII. 
Ungrateful Birds! th^y never think 
Who finds their barley, who their drink ; 
Nor heed the fast approaching day. 
When those who give may take away. . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 

LXXIV. 

f)ne Chick, in wantonness of mindy 
Left all competitors behind ; 
To punish for caprice and, whim, 
Seeui'd pastime full of fun to huB. 

LXXV. 

'And many a Cock of dung-hill brood, 
Who scratched in hopeless servitude. 
Have bitterly bewail'd the day, 
By tempting baits, allur'd away, 

LXXVL 

They quitted co^ntry, bam, and fidd. 
To taste the barley cities yield, 
That day they left their native farms, ' 
And t)ade adieu to Freedom*s charms. 

LXXVII. 

Oft', on some pitiful ])retence, 
Some trifling fault or slight offence. 
He pluck'd away, in bleeding lumps, 
The feathefs from their hapless rumps* 

LXXVIII. 
Of this ferocious Cock is told, 
A tale that might appal the bold ; 
By death and mystery conceal'd. 
But fated yet to be reveal'd. 
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LXXIX. 
The bats, that flit at dead of night. 
Were witnesis to the dreadful sight ; 
They saw the frantic victim bleed, 
And shudder'd at the horrid deed. 

LXXX; 

Blest be the Chick, that brings to light 
The dangers of that dismal night ; 
Jle, who can all the story tell, 
And let us know how — fell. 

LXXXI. 
Muse! stop this melancholy slrain. 
From dull, distressing, truths refrain. 
Let us another Chick pursue; 
The wisest, if report be true. 

LXXXII. 
His mind was different from the rest, 
Of more enlarged ideas pbssest; 
He studied for the public good, 
As evVy r-^— Chicken should. 

LXXXIII. 
Whene'er he stretch'd his neck in cOiirt, 
Where all the well-fledg^d tribes resort ; 
Where rooks and carrion croWs abound^ 
And hawks and birds of prey are found'; 



Digitized 



by Google 



80 



LXXXIV. 
Where dwls, ia quantities, look big, 
Like Justice — — in gown and wig ; 
Where chatt'ring magpies, thievish daws. 
Find food to occupy their claws ; 

LXXXV. 
Where Cocks dispose of pretty pickings, 
And scratch up gi*ain for Hen and Chickens, 
Frame laws to gain their private ends. 
And serve their families and friends j— 

LXXXVI. 
'Twas such a novelty, to hear 
A r— — Cock crow sweet and clear . 
That all th' admiring birds around 
Stood mute to listen to the sound ; 

LXXXVII. 
True courage shone upon his breast, 
And added lustre to his crest ; 
He saw, with feelings of r^ret, • 
,That Britain's rising sun had set. 

LXXXVIII. 
The other Cocks appear to be 
Such copies of the foremost three, 
*Twere waste of paper, ink, and time. 
To farther notice them in rhyme^ 
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LXXXIX. 
Ye Hens ! belonging to the train 
That swallow up the country's gra!h^ 
I view your faults with partial eye, 
And pass them uncommented by 

XC. 
I hate the harsh unfeeling law, 
With nature, virtue, sense, at war, 
That binds you to a single state, 
Or couples with a foreign mate. 

XCl. 
'Twas pride that framed the stern decree^ 
Without one grain of equity ; 
Miscaird, by those the world term great. 
Supporting dignity and state. 

XCII. 
What is thi3 dignity they seek^ 
This phantom to appall the weak ? 

This bubble that supports a th ^ 

To P s oftentimes unknown ? 

XCIII. 
Tell us, ye sons of wealth and pride { 
Where does true dignity reside ? 
Is it in riches, noble birth, 
Lewd courses, gluttony, andmii'th? 
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XCIF. 
Is it appeadag'd to the crown, 
Di$play'd when monarchs smile or frown ? 
Is it in strength, in nerve and bone. 
Or in the trappings of a throne ? ^ 

XCF. 
Sits it upon the warrior*s arms. 
Who leaves his all for honor's charms ? 
Braves danger, death itself defies. 
And in the contest nobly dies? 

XCVI. 
Does it our female beauties deck ? 
The sparkling eyes, the snowy neck, 
The damsask cheek where dimples dwell. 
The lips that rose-bud sweats excel? 

XCFIL 
Or will it only stay with those 
Who dress in rich, expensive, clothes ; 
At balls, and courts, and birth-days, sem 
In company with King and Queen ? 

xcvjii. 
Did it, at ajiy period, grace . 
Sir V-^ — G-T- — ;'s parchmeixt face? 
Or was it ever known to shed 
ArayonElr-b — ^'shead? , 
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Loves it with canting priests to <lweU, 
Who stories of damnation tell; 
For charity and virtue pray, 
But seldom give a mite away? 

C. 
Does it tho^e goodly cheeks adorn, 
Who preach in flowing sleeves of lawn? 
Attend them when they lift their eyes. 
With grave deception, to the skies ? 

ex. 

On their impressive looks await, 
Wh^n bending o'er a well-fill'd plate ? 
Where dainties smoke upon the board, 
And Epicuream joys afford ? 

OIL 
Perhaps it sweetaas the repose 
Of that old Scotchman, Tre^urer R-~- 
Who, spite of envy and disgrace, 
Has kept fuH tweuty years in place. 

cm. 
Perhaps it hovers o*cr the bed 
Where lies the mighty Chat — 's head ; 
A headlt so over-stock'd with brains, 
Heaven only knows what it contains. 
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CIF. 
Or does it^race that warlike Peer, 
Whose voice is music to the ear? 
Whose graceful figure charms the eye. 
Whose great achievements reach the sky ? 

CF. 
He, who, with anger piping hot, 
At speechifying Can— ^g shot? 
Perhaps, for oddity and whim, • 
This dignity resides with him. 

CVL 
Or does it fly the friends of Pitt, 
To seek that graceless child of wit, 
Leave palaces and sumptuous clothes. 
To perch on Richard BrinslrJ^'s nose? 

CVJL 
A nose, that witless bards assail, 
And liken to a coroef s tail ; 
A fire-brand, fillM wjth light and heat ; 
A lantern stationed in the Fle^t ; 

CVIII. 
A beac6n, near the mouth of port, . 
Where rocks with heedless vessels sport; 
Of more than ordinary size, 
To catch the wary pilot's eyes. ' - *' 
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CIX. 
Perhaps, 'tis no where to be found ; 
At least, no where on British ground; 
From this deluded country fled, 
And ovar other countries spreiad. 

ex. 

Perhaps, it iblrtify'd the heart 
Of the world's wonder, Bonaparte; 
Made light and easy his repose, 
When bivouac'ing in Russian snows, i 

CXI 

Kept up his spirits, through the frost. 
Though his men's gaiety was lost ; 
Attended on him day and night, 
And plann'd his ignominious flight. 

CXIL 
Ah! who Time's spectacles can buy, 
And into future ages pry? . 
Ah! who can say it, soon or. late. 
This foe to peace shall meet his fate? 

CXIIL 
He, that has spread abroad his fsime, 
And gain'd a never-dying name. 
Yes, whilst nutnkind have breasts to feel, 
Not curs'd, like him, with hearts of ste^l, 
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CXIV. 
Whilst murders^ cruelty, and lust, 
Are execrated by the just, 
His name shall dwell upon the tongue. 
Detested by the old and young. 

cxv. 
The widows' and th e orphans' tears 
Shall fill his mind with boding fears, . 
Torment him, ^mid the pomp of shew. 
With all the pangs the damned know, 

CXV 
Muse^ let us quit despotic thrones : 
Hark! 'tis expiring Freedom groans. 
Sure, dignity can ne'er await 
On petty tyrants or on great. 

cxrn. 

True dignity, the muse replies, 
Adorns the virtuous and the wise ; 
As often in a peasant seeii, 
As with a monarch or a (jueen. 

CXVIIL 

Reader! let charity prevail ; 
Excuse digression from the tale. 
Once more, I tiltn towards the Brood,-- 
Fit subjects fol^ satiric food. 
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CXTX. 
Tis said the eldest Chick intends, 
Assisted by his present friends, 
When next the Birds in council meet. 
To lay a statement at their feet; 

CXX. 

Disclose the causes which induced 
The partner of his stately roost 
To live secluded in a nest, 
Apart from his indulgent breast. 

CXXI. 
Then, through the medium of the Owls, 
The carrion Crows, and barn-door Fowls, 
A Magpie, for the purpose taught. 
Will openly address the court ; 

CXXII. 
Stand up, with gravity oif course. 

And move the i* Chick's divorce ; 

Move him full liberty to choose 
A mate congenial to his views. 

CXXII L 
'Tis thought the Birds will then agree, 
And pass a solemn, sage, decree, 
To set the former match aside, 
And sorne less faulty Hen provide ; 
D 
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CXXIV. 
One, that may suit the r — '• — taste; 

Like Dame Fitz-: 1, old and chaste: 

How fat, no matter, or how toi^gh ; 
If. virtuous, 'twill be quite enough. 

CXXV. 

What, then, will all the feather'd race, 
(I mean the well-fledg'd tribe in p^ce,) 
Will they permit an injur'd Bird 
To be condemn'd unseen, unheard? 

CXXVI. 
Will they with wounded feelingi^ sport. 
And cast a stigma on the court? 
Will they, to please a faithless mate. 
Forget their duty to the state? 

CXXVII. 
Are there no Eagles mid the throng? 
Birds, free and pow'rful, bold and strong? 
Birds, who can teach the other fowls 
The difference 'twixt themselves and Owls? 

CXXVIII. 

Teach them, if possible, to know 
How much the Birds at large they owe ? 
Warn them, before they pass an act. 
To ascertain the real fact? 
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cxxix. 
To them the cause must be referred, 
For there alone it can be heard ; 
Then, when the subject'^ fairly tried, 
Make them impartially decide. 



THE END. 



Maorice* Howibrd-buildingSy FeocJiurcli-sM'eet. 
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Ski^viu IBftitimt* 



The Eldest Chick 

OF THE 

R— -L brOod; 

THE 
BEFOip 

JUBGE BEAR; 

AND HER APPEAL TO THE ASSEMBLY OF BIRDS. 

Jncludhg tke Acevtiaioiu ef 

THE TOAD AND THE VIPER; 

WITH THE SECRET EXAMINATIOKS BY 

Ijord Jackdll 8f Justice Hawk. 
^ ©ranir t— ^l ;^i*U, 

Of the Nineteeitih CmiJtu.rjjt ^ ., 

• By peter PIKDAR, Esg. 



' Hie Cliiok, of wlu>m {niag or speak. 
Was higb^ed, gaUant, plmnpr ^ncl sleek; 
His plumage of the. gaudiest hae 
That Art could form aud Nytiire, too. 

I pass, that Birds of bad report 

Fill'd up the r Chiifken's court; 

I speak not of tiie honied Beasts 

That filt'fl his house and shar'd his feasCs; 

I pass by that old stinking Goat, 
whom he had rai^d to liighest 9ote;~ 
I cite alone, Tonr case to prove,) 
The»r FERSECUTED DOVE!' 



LONDON: ^ 

PubUsh^d by JOHN FAIRBtlKN, % Broadway, Ladg:ate4iiK( " 

(facing th« Old Bailey.) 
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ADyURTISEMENT. 



THE Reader is informed, that, according to A decree, 
which had passed the assembly of birds, every subject, 
from the Plebeian to the Noble, was compelled to wear « 
certain badge, or mark, of one or more letters. Whether 
they bore any numerical sense, or not, we cannot pretend 
to say; but, from most authentic sources, we have procured 
a knovy ledge of those which distinguished the various cha- 
racters introduced in this Fable, and give them as follow : 

« 

The Toad ••.••••••• S. J. D. 

The Viper L. D. 

Lord Jackall E. M. 

Justice Hawk N. C. 

1st Jack-daw W. C. 

2d ditto R. B. 

Judge Bear L. E. 

Doctor Owl * T. E. 

The stinking Goat M. H. 

The Owl, President of the Assembly C. A. 

The Brewhouse Cock • S. W. 

The fighting Cock C. J. 

The scribbling Bee •• H. W. 

The Vulture ••.....;• ^ . • S. V. G. 

The Eagles of the Assembly • • • • { s^p^g 
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A FABLE, &c. 



IN verse you've lately understood 
The story of the r— Brood ; 
And such a brood, ^ dare be swore. 
No country ever saw before. 

II. 
In ampler scope of ambling metre 
To paint each trait, each glorious feature, 
Each gallant act, each r— — • trick. 
That dignifies the eldest Chick, 

ra. 
Is Peter's task ; whose honest pen 
The elder Cock and elder Hen 
Hath blazon'd forth in many a lay, 
And rais'd tiie wonder of their day. 

A 
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IV. 
That Birds and Beasts were always able 
To talk and act^ * at least infahhy 
To prove, I need not waste a rhyme — 
The truth's as old as JEsop's time. 

V, - 

That various By*ds, pf|iiQri|»ui| feather, 
Have parley Tield dna Joined together; 
That Beasts, of different size and station, 
Have compact formed on great occasion ; 

VI. 
Is so well knowT^, I need not stop 
A short apology ^o drQp • 
For mingling heircj^ in concourse tiiiicif , 
The DovjE, the Toad, tihe y— — Chick ; 

VII. 

The Viper, too, jvho^^ d^ajlly j^ting 
MigHt kill a Princess or a K^V^ ir" 
The J^^ar, tlie Jacka% ^nd the Hawk> 
Who each on various b^s'uQss i^i^. 

VIIL 

The Chick, of whom,! siijg or i^e^k. 
Was high-fed, g^l»pt^^u9jjp^ pidslei^k; 
His plumage of ttie^^ja,di,es4 h^e 
That art coyJ[(^ fQTflp, ai|i^ ^atjw^ tQQ^ 
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IX. 

Upon a dunghi% proud and high, 
He'd strut before the public eye ; 
While envious partlets view'd the Bird, 
And inly long'd to be prefer'd. 

X. ^ ^ 

His happy Favorite to be, 
How sighed each longiQg, gazing, she ! 
And mark'd his graceful toss of head, 
Enamour'd of his nohle tread! 

XI. 
It, from necessity or fate, 
So chanc'd, this Chick must have a ms^te ; 

Strange virbims on r Birds will seize, 

And novelty those whims must please. 

XII. 
To choose a Bride, he would not deign. 
Among his own congenial train, 
But sought a mate, his roost to grace, 
Among the harmless cooing race; 

XIII. 
A gentle Dove, and fair to view. 
Of graceful form, of loveliest hue ; 
With her, in \yedlock's fetters joined, 
He hop'd pure nuptial bliss to find.. 
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XIV; 

But diff rent tempers, diff reiit nattfres. 
Of bliss, are sadly-boding features, 
And seldom breed, in married life. 
Aught but linhappiness and strife. 

Could but the Dame a Hen become. 
She had been fitted for her doom : 
No jealous pains had rack'd her breast. 
No anguish could her soul molest. 

XVI. - 

She had beheld, without a sigh. 
Her Husband's gay inconstancy; 
Though he his favors might divide 
Among a^t hundred Hens beside. 

XVII. 

Or could her Cock become a Turtle^ 
Such as, in amVous groves of myrtle. 
Coo their soft loves in tenderest notes. 
While strains of fondness swell their throats ; 

XVIIL 

O happy, happy, had they been ! 
Bright constancy had blest Ihe scene. 
And life flow'd on in one glad stream. 
Reflecting joy's enchanting beam I 
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XIX. 
But, dire reverse! no vow could change 
The Cock's instinctive amorous range ; 
No earthly tie prevent the Dove 
Tpfeel the pang of slighted love. 

XX. 
A little while,, (I ovv^n it true,) 
The bliss that Hymen gives, she knew ; 
A little while, with honied ptow'r. 
Sweet love and rapture rul'd the hour. 

XXL 
But soon har love began to cloy, 
And Spousy sigh'd for varied joy ; 
Yes, to his former nature true. 
He other game would fain pursue. 

XXII. 
Was there an antiquated Hen^ 
In fashion's wide extensive ken, 
Though old or tainted with the roop. 
This graceless Cock would seek her'cpop ; 

V XXIIL 

And, if she chose to give a rout, 
He'd flap his wings and strut about. 
While other Hens, in glittering rows, 
Sigh'd, * how delighfuU they crows !' 
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XXIV, 

Meaowhite, deserted and alone, 

The J>avc was left ; ^ith plaintive moan^ 

In solitude's neglected vale, 

To coo her sorrows io the gale. 

XXV. 

One tender D&veling blest her fate, 
And sooth'd her for her absent mate ; 
Within her solifairy nest 
She clasp'd the darling to her breast ; 

XXVI. 

Its infant charms, its innocence, 
Could casual gleams of joy dispense. 
And bid a sense of bliss pervade 
E'en sorrow's cold and cheerless shade. 

Long time ago, historians say. 
The Eagle o'er tJie Birds held sway ; 
But those good days are past and gone, 
As long expcriaice hath shewn. 

xxvin. 
A Sparrow f or a chattering Jwf, 
By turns have held imfpwial sway ; 
A gaudy Peacoek^ or a Sumiy 
The throne 'OfrBirdB bassat upon. 
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XMK. 

Sometimes a fell nM^iofts iKite 
Hath rul'd tbem with fiprodcms might ; 
Sometimes a' Parrirf, prone to talk, 
A buzzard now, a^d now a Hawk. 

XXX. 

Sometimes a meek and barmleas Wren, 
Whose neck was twisted sooni; and then 
A courtier Wojf has seiz'd the helm 
And threatened to devour the jrealm ' 

XXXI. 

* A WolfP aome^ with surprise, will say; 

* A Beast o'er Mirds maintain the away ?* 
But let such jknow, whoever they be, 
Those discords happen frequently. 

XXJUL 
The laws of uatore to confound, 
With study and research fnrofoond^ 
The statesman waatea tkemidfidgbt oil 
And triumphs in the senate'^ broil. 

xxxm. 
Once, by an all-wise ordination. 
All creatures kept their proper station ; 
But politics have chang'd the case. 
And reason must to pow'ir ^ve place. 
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XXXIV. 

Reason ! a pretty term, iodeed^ 
To war 'gainst interest's potent creed I 
Nor truth nor reason e'er can mix 
With schemes of courtly politics. 

XXXV. 
But say, a Beast is not a Bird; 
Say, to maintam it is absurd ; 
Twin be of small avail, you know. 
If Lawyers choose to prove it so. 

XXXVI. 

The juncture, whence my story springs, 
Was such a motley state of things ; — 
Beasts, Reptiles, Birds of ev'ry feather, 
In strange confusion mix'd togethqr« 

XXXVII. 
It chanc'd, a foul and iigly Toad^ 
Born in some Scottish dank abode, 
To wedlock being much inclined, 
Link'd with a Viper ^ to his mind;— 

xxxvin. • 

In search of fortune off they set, 
Preferment doubting not to get : 
Unto the Chick they made their way, 
And bask'd beneath his fost'ring ray. 
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xxxix. 

The Viper crawled his knees around, 
A kind reception quickly found;-— 
In deadly coil, around his heart. 
She plied her foul, envenom'd, art. 

XL. 
His r— • ear at length she gain'd ; 
That wish'd-for object once obtained, 
Her horn, of deadly vei^om full, 
She'd suck'd from slander's noxious pool, 

XLL 
Into his ear, she soon instill'd,. 
His mind with hideous monsters fiird:—- 
Forms shapeless, out of nature quite, 
Unfit to meet the public sight. 

XLII. 
She said, it chanc'd upon a time, 
She fix'd her vile abode of slime. 
Upon a Heath and near the spot 
Where C bewail'd her lot. 

XLIII. 
But then a picture false she drew! 
Arid plac'd his spotless spouse to view, 
'^e very Wanton of the grove. 
With ev'ry bird who shar'd he love! 
B 
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XLIV. 
Nay, even Sea-gulls^ she expressed, 
Had stain'd his faithless Partner's nest ; 
And so her artful tale she grac'd, 
He thought e'en Turtles were unchaste, 

XLV. 
These dismal tidings, it appears, 
So pain'd his modest r— ears, 
Thp.t, scarcely breathing with the shocks 
He hasten'd to the parent Cock. 

XLVL 
Thus to the M h he complain'd: 

* Papa! papa! my honor's stain'd! 
The wicked wanton jade, my wife. 
Has lost that jewel of my life. 

XLVII. 

* O think, dear pappy! what it is 
To meet disasters 3uch as this! 
A frail wife's loose inconstancy! — 
To horn a husband, t()0, like raeV 

XLVIII. 

* Hey? what, what, what? wife gone astray?' 
The sire replied ; ^ what, what? hey, hey?'. 

* Yes,' said the Chick, * 'tis brought to light,; 
I have it here in black and, white J - . 
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XLIX. ' 
He said, and shew'd th' envenom'd scroll, 
That prov'd the black Inventor's soul; — 
The ojd Cock read, and star'd like mad, 
Then cried, * What, what? too bad! too bad^' 

L. 

* What could she wish for?' cried the Soa; 

* What can excuse the thing she's done? 
Had I not all her waiits supplied ? 

A dozen waiting birds beside? 

d. 

* A nest as neat, snug, and retir'd. 
As any Dove'c6iild have desir'd? 
A wicked, vilfe, unnatVal, jade! 
Of her. example T6u^t be made!' 

LIL 

* Stop, stop, stop! don't go too f^r; 
You are too hot,' said — -, ' you are; 
^ prove so grievous an offence, 
We've not sufficient evidence.' 

LIIL 
icient evidence!' replie4 
Th^*Chick, * that want shall be supplied; 
m ferret comers, holes, and nooks, ^ 
But evidence I'll get, gad^ooku!* 
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LIY. 

So saying, !^9PP'<1 ^ff ^ ^ trice, 
To get asi|istance and ad^ice^ 
Enough he'd find of t^at, pq dp^bt; 
So thps the job h^ 9pt a^u$. 

LV. 
A JofilfaU wa?. hk bosqiii fiq'^c^ 
A lAf^^ ^tte^ to 5i^€»d ; 
But of so ^^1^ a hendio^ Qi^^^^iff^ 
He'd serve the v^ mem^^ meatme^ 

LVI. 
If seated m th0 Idan^spla^. 
To him he tc^d, his piteow q^fifiif 
And b^'d he'di use ^h If^ind eade^ifoui^ 
From him this. Partner to disfifever. 

LVIL 
The Jackall said, what coald be dp^e 
He'd do, but could not act ajoi^e^ 
He wanted one, of, sbjrewder aen^e, 
To fish out hidden eyidqn<;e* - 

' LYJU. 

The Chick said. ' Th^r^ you'll %Ldp^ losf;; 
I've one that's ready a,t a tossj . 
A prying Hawk, the keenest bird 
You ever knew, believe mj vjw^rd*. 
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' Each dc^y he iEUlt the justice-seait. 
And Sp0rrom% thiming in the streets. 
Are broii^ht to him to imet their dkie; 
He qtu>d^ the vile f Jebeian crew. 

LX. 

' Tis fit w^ cruah that piUering race, 
They bring our mystery in disgrace; 
So, waate not fai:tber time in talk, 

He didi9iQ;-^off the Jnstke ^m. 
And 'twas detarminfd whaib te^do^ 
The Jackall ^'d nyon. his fiib^t ;, 
The Hawk r^solT^.ta shew* Ug art.' 

One night, ->^ one^ croflr nigh^ seiieDei 
Ala^!: iQompas^iont'ft aefteatrtean 
Laments tii&hwr» bedewft die thought 
To cruel fe/[:f^lle(Sti€ai brQit|gbt(-«« 

LJUU. 
That lone) jf . night) wheHfall was catm\; 
While food Affectioa shed a baJm 
To give aiflUction kind celief, 
^ndheaA Aiftvely moiumerV^ii^^ 
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LXIV. 
When gentle, kind, attendant. Doves, 
Who long had proved their faithfttl loves, 
The passing hour would fain beguife. 
And light of joy the transient smile ; 

Lxv: 

That night, a sparrow-catching Hawk 
Around the nest was seen to stalk; 
That Hawk, long bred to meaner quest, 
To brifiging Thieves to lights at best; 

LXVL 

That Jail-bird! that low bully hector. 
Of rascal finclies the detector! 
Has dar*d his viler force to move ' 
Against the nest of i^— ~ Dove ! 

LXVII. 
Her faithful, fair, attendant train. 
Who long had sooth'd' their mistress' pain, 
Hertrusty^watcb-dogs, too, and all. 
Were hurried-off and kept in thrall; 

Lxvin. 
And two JUek-daws among the band. 
Who had been plac'd (so deep 'twas planned) 
To hear and see whatever they could. 
And mischief 'gainst their mistress brood. 
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LXIX. 
Yes ; two Jack-daws, as black as CoUf 
To watch were set with sly control; 
So eager in their task, forsooth. 
At last they Sidgoodxhje to. truth. 

LXX. 

Off, helter skelter, in a drove. 
Great facts (they knew not what) to prove, 
Thoy went, hy Justice Hawk e$corted^ 
Who straight to C H— resorted. 

LXXI. 

Meanwhile, with dire alarm oppressed, 
The Dove sat trembling in her nest. 
Such violence! ^nd what the cause? 
She knew not what, or where she was ! 

LXXIL ^ 

By Jackalls and by Hawks affronted! 
By unseen persecution, hunted ! 
Depriv'd of ev'ry kind attendant! 
Some secret rnin seem'd impendent. 

LXXIII. 
Is there a heart, that is not stone, 
Can hear this tale without a groan ? 
What eye can read the Sufferer's woe, 
And tears of sympathy not flow? 
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Lxxm 

It chajw^d, Hiem wai^ a LCAKifBt) Bctar, 
To whom wad giv^n l!he ta«k, to heAf 
The charges by the Fiper brdught, 
And all the fi^^ts ih& DawB^ had c^axighf;^ 

LXXV. 

For so the parens Cock decreed, 
Tfafrt ht shovdd weigh with f^ecM heed 
And cv'ry chOTge maturely eosr. 
Then mAke Report to him thereon; 

f LXXVfi 
Full yn<d^i!k^ HcmkzxiA^^ 
To gain fre8][l charges their itrteitt, 
Or strengthen those which tMey had gof;- 
Their mission, though, succeeded not! 

LXXVlil 
TTwas said, ancP/frw^ .mw^ UtttO, 
She'd had an Egg^ of spurious hne^ 
In that nest, where the Chick aloUe 
In justice should have planted oiae: 

LXXVnt 
To prove thwfSctJ thejrdM apply 
Unto a sKiMTt^ Owl close by; 
Of reputationhigh and'ciear, 
He practised /^Ajr^'e'faiP'audiiedtr; 
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LXXIX. 

Twas sworn, the fact that caus'd the blur, 
About the Pgg, he did aver; 
But, when he heard them both unfold 
The tale that had been sworn and, told, 

LXXX. 

It was a falsehood all, he said:— 
The noble Jackal! shook his heady 
And in such sort, it would imply 
He doubted his veracity. 

LXXXI. 

The Owl exclaimed, in louder strain, 

* Sir, you may shake your head again ! 
My word's as good, sir, understand. 
As any Jackall's in the land ! 

LXXXII. 

* And I declare, in Truth's fair name. 
And to my death will swear the same, 
What has been sworn is falsehood quit^,— 
Falsehood rank and blaCck as night !' 

LXXXIII. 
Quite chop-fall'n at so great a balk, 
OflF Jackall set and Justice Hawk: — 
They- searched about the Dove's domain. 
Among the meaner servile train; 

C 
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LXXXIV. 
But found each story quite the s^rae^ 
And e'en went back just as they came.- — 
O, noble Jackajl! thus to tamper 
With menials, will your Lordship hamper. 

LXXXV. 
For such as Justice Hawk 't might do; 
But you^ my Lord! I blush for yous. — 
In spite of -titles, rank, and place, 
When known, 'twill breed thee sore disgrace! 

LXXXVL 
At length the bus'ness was begun, 
And (all preliminaries done) 
Jvdge Bear was seated in his pride: 
Three other Quadrupeds^ beside, 

LXXXVIL 
Of high importance in the state 
Of Birds, around his Judgeship sate. 
The Viper came and told her tale, 
Whicb in black venom coqld not fail; 

LXXXVIII. 
A tale, ^ which prov'd the guilt innate 
That could ^xxcM moiistrous things create; 
A tale so gross, so beastly bage, 
Was neter heard in any case; 
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LXXXIX. 

A tale, all decent feeling mocking, 
M" en for a Viper far too shocking.'^ 
Her consort Toad put in his oar, 
And said that what (he Viper swore, 

xc. 
From what he saw, from what he knew^ 
Was alf as any gospel true.— 
Next, the Jack-daws w^ere call'd to swear, 
And all the facts they knew declare: 

XCI. 
They did their office mighty well. 
And trifles they contriv'd to swell 
To matters of importance great , 
That foul suspicions might create, 

XCII. 
Not quite so fcold in perjury. 
As was the Toad and Viper she, 
They did not swear such facts were true. 
They did not swear such things they knew. 

xcni. 

Confin'd to Base surmise, no mwe» 
All that they duyst, tfte hirelings swore; 
Yet all they swore they had perceived 
Was most completely negatived. 
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XCIV. 
By those who best the truth could know^ 
Whose testimony gave the blow 
Of death, to all the stibom'd Crew^ 
D,awsy Toady and perjured Viper ^ too. 

XCV. 
The business done, the Bear and others 
Consulted, Wke grave learned Brothers; 
Aftd, summing up the whole account. 
This was their judgement's full amount: 

XCVL 
They told the Cock, their r— • Sire, 
The Viper was a wicked liar; 
The Toad, too, who to work had set her. 
They all agreed was little better. 

XCVII. 
As for the Dove, they did protest 
No spurious Egg had stairid her nest ; 
But yet they something did infer;— 
Some levity of character, 

XCVIIL 

Some trifling stain, some lighter blot. 
Some other thing, they knew not what^ 
(Thus with their sweets still mingling bitter,) 
Of which they could not qiute acquit her. 
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xcix. 
And this, because they did believe 
What the Jack-daws did not perceive; 
They must believe their Oaths, because 
They were respectable Jack-daws ! 

C. 
The ELDEST Chick, quite dash'd to find 
His willing tools thus all behind, 
Ran to the parent Cock with speed. 
And be^'d no ferther he'd proceed, 

CL 

Nor deem the r Dove quite free 

From charge of infidelity; 
But grant a little kind delay. 
To hear what more he had to say. 

CIL 
Delay was giv'n, — 'twas but a trick 
Of this same v^dld ungen'rous Chick; 
Nought more he could aJledge or prove 
Against bis persecuted Dove. 

cm. 

The PARENT Cock,; with h<^or due, 
Brought forth the Fair to pu\)lic view ; 
She mingled with the noblest ^rain, 
On ev'ry hand deem'd fi-ee from stain. 
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CIV. 
The Father of the r- — Chick, 
As fate decreed, at length feH sick; 
Not so, his old but tougher Mate, 
She still maintain'd her ease and 'state. 

CV. 

This Hen, (unlike tfce Cock of eld, 

Of whom the Fabulist batli toW, 

Who, scratching on a dui^ilt, found' 

A di'mopd hrigl|t, that wonld hare crown'd 

CVL 
The blisjs of soqie more sentsdees Bird, 
Who i^hew to solid had preferr'd; 
He spum'd the glittering toy in scom. 
And wished it were a bartey^eom) ;— 

CVIL 
Not so, the Hen of whom I speak, * ' 

For di'monda she would pfee amf peak: 
Unnat'ral taste^ unnatural- care!' 
Diamonds cannot with corft cen3|)fare. ; 

CKIII. 
For com will hungry bi^llies^ fitt. 
And Famine's raging torments still; 
Di'monds but serve' for etepty shew. 
To mock ike haggard front of M»ee. 
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€IX. 

The Chick now holds a r court, 

Where Birds of gayest plume resort; 
But like the Daw, in fable known, 
Deck'd out in feathers,- not their own. 

€X. 
Now then a glitt'ring scene began, 
And pomp and shew compo^'dthe plan: 
Determin'd to be quite the cuty 
Our Chick assum'd the martial strut; 

CXI. 
Caird forth his troops upon a heath, 
And gallop'd till, quite out of breath, 
From one end of the line to t'other, 
And kicking up a glorious smother ! 

CXU. 
His gay admixei's^ too, he fed 
With toys of gilded gingerbread, 

Ahd though uulio his r court. 

Birds, Beasts, and Vipers, did resort, 

CXUL 
He, with this medley not content. 
Must try another element:^ 
And Fishes came in shoals to greet 
The splendor of his gala's treat. 
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CXIV. 

Determined Nature to surpass. 
And gain approval from his glass, 
To skilful artists he applied, 
And bade them speedily provide 

CXF. 
An artificial comby that should 
Eclipse those of the common brood; — 
'Twas done, and he, elate and proud. 
The Prince of Coxcombs was allowed! 

CXVI. 

True, now and then, an ugly flaw 
Would cast a shade o'er this eclat, 
And seem quite on the head to knock 
His prowess, as ^fighting Cock. 

CXVII. 

For once, when dancing at z^JUe^ 
Where rank and fashion joined the treat, 
He met a very awkward sprain, 
And kept his bed for weeks with pain ! 

CXVIII. 
Yet some assert no sprain it was. 
And to his ill assign a cause. 

Unworthy of the r Chick ;— 

They do affirm it was a kick ! 
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ex IX. \ 
But e'en from Yarmouth unto WAtES,' 
All mouths are busy with isuch tales ; 
So even let the matter rest 
With those who know the truth on't best. 

CXX. 

P s may have fooleries 

That will provoke a merry phiz 

To laugh ; but laughing does ijo barm^ 

And gives a state but small alarm. 

CXX J. 

Not so when they on right tij^^ tail; . 
When they in higher, duties fail: .,.. . , 
When wayward «£;iZ/supplants^ the ffffff^ 
And Vice would Virtue^s self o'er awe. 

CXXIL 
I pass, that Sir as of oaq report ^, , 

Now swelVd the r Chickep's court: 

I speak not of the homed Bec^ts^ 

That fiird his'house and shar'd his feasts. 

CXXIII. . 
I pass by that old stinking Goat, 
Whom he had rais'd to highest note ;— 
I cite alone, (our case to prove,) 
The r-—^ persecuted Dove ! 

D 
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CXXIV. 
Deprived of her illustrious friend. 
She found protection at an end; 
And luBuIt ros^, with sternest brow, 
To frown upon her victim now. 

CXXV. 
Protector it is true she had ; 
One, who a sacred vow had made. 
Through all the checquer'd scenes of life, 
Its dangers, calumny, and strife, 

CXXVI. 
To guard her free from every ill. 
And be her kind supporter still- 
But did he act this faithful part ? 
'Tis answer'd by an aching heart, 

CXXVII. 
A shrug of sorrow, shake of head. 
Where much is nieant though nothing said! 
But to the point ; the time was come. 
Big with the Dove's unfolding doom. 

CXXVIII. 
This simple fable hath detailed. 
How each attack of malice faiFd, 
While the old Cock his sway mainfain'd. 
Within whose I^osom Conscience reign'd. 
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CXXIX. 
But now was aim'd the final blow, 
Her happiness to overthroV ! 
Now came the bitter poison'd dart, 
To wound and rankle in her heart ! 

CXXX. 

The r Doveling she had rear'd. 

Whose innocence her woes had cheer'd. 
With pointed, keen> heart-galling slight, 
That Doveling was denied her sight. 

CXXXL 
Some say the elder Hen, past doubt, 
Contriv'd to bring this plot about ; 
If so it were, if such the fact, 
Confound the vile unnat'ral act ! 

CXXXII, 
Who would believe that any she 
Would counsel such an injury 
Accurs'd, at fond Affection's shrine? 
tlnfeelipg, harsh, unfeminine ! 

CXXXIII. 
Sometimes the very meekest creature 
Will turn to one of fiercer nature. 
When rous'd, by cruel hand infernal. 
To sense of injury maternal. 
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CXXXIV. 
The Cow, Dew-risen from the lair, 
Whose breath perfumes the morning air, 
Behold with gentle patience stand, 
And yield her to the milk-maid's hand! 

CXXXV. 
Freely she gives the fragrant store. 
To those who, when she can no more, 
Will whet the knife, will shed her blood. 
And seize upon her flesh for food. 

CXXXVI. 
But let them seize her darling young, 
To anger, to revenge, she's strung; 
And, of maternal feeling full. 
She's fiercer than the foaming bull. 

CXXXVII. 
So with our Pove ; long time had slept 
The secret, most profouiidiy kept, 
(With many a lock and miariy a seal) 
That time was destin'd to reveal. 

CXXXV III. 

I . • • < 
\ 

With innate modesty and pride, 
(Her honor duly satisfied,) 
She sought not to proclaim her wrong, 
Nor give her injuries a tongue. ._ 
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CXXXJJL 
But now by secret fQe^,cuthrall*d» 
By every tie of dqty C9,ird 
T'assert a mother'a ju$t j)mte»c^ 
And vindicate hpi; in^^icwce,-. 

£Xf., 
Whic]b this last stroke, so copl, so s^y» . 
Would ii\)ure4n|Q^ltd^s^d^^^>i^ly ; 
She had been ctilpal^le and .^^eak»' 
Did she nol^^o^ Jijost loud}y spe^k. v 

CXLI. 
A letter first, vt^i^b due respedtv 
She sent to him who should protect 
And not expose her thus to scorn* ^ , 
After vfhB,t sheb^4^ni4y boroe* 

CXUL, ^ 
For ansMrer (what could it betoken ?i) 
Her letter, .ca^l^ witb^seal a^nbroken 
Again sh^^ sent it, and puce mor^ . 
It came back to her as .l^efore! 

cxmi., 
She tried agg^ip,, she tried ip y^u, ; 
Nor satisfaction could qbtain;'^- 
At length.the .Chickw did confess, 
Her wrongs Jje ^^^ pot tp w4i:e»ju 
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CXLIV. 
It happened, at this moment pat. 
The Birds in full assembly sat; 
Deputed by each tribe and cast 
To keep the laws together fast. 

CXLV. 
Tis true, ^ome Beasts had there intruded, 
Who should by right have been excluded ; 
But inconsistency oft' springs 
From this said motley state of things. 

CXLVI. 
A grave and well-beseeming Owl 
This wise assembly did control ; 
'To him a lietter she indited, ' ^ 

Forthwith claiming to be righted ! 

CXLVII. 
This letter by the Owl was read. 
And soon abroad like lightening Spread; 
It claimed (what sure was but her due,) 
To let her crime be brought to view ; -' - 

CXLVlil. 
Or, if no crime could be impleaded, \' 
Let her as innocent be treated. — 
A game Cock, British bred and sounds 
Within th' assembly walls v^aiy found, • 
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CXLIX. 
Long tried for courage and for worth, . 
He from a Brewhouse claim'ti his birth; 
And rose and said, within that bouse 
The Dove's true cause he would espouse. 

CL. 
Another of the fighting race. 
Too, made a motion on the (jase ; 
But, what was strange^ our brewhouse Cock, 
Staunch to his purpose as a rock, 

CLI. 

Made out a charge against the Bear, 
To shew his conduct not quite fair ; 
Not having render'd evidence 
According to its strictest sense. ^. j^ 

CLIL 
This Bear, of late, j^ou'U understand. 
Had much of business on his hand, 
And of no very pleasant nature, , , 

That kej)t him ever in hot water. 

CUII. 
A saucy, pert, and scribbling, Bee, 
Had stung the Bear so much, that he 
Swore to demolish every hive. 
And let no scribbling Bee survive. 
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CtiV 
On vOTf^eanceb^ritatrf fbfl oif ife. 
He set out^ilfi a Vn!'ftrt*e dti^e, 
A Bird rfepuMv^, fiefce, and strong, 
With di^adfdl tilohs shal^ ahdlong. 

ClV. 
Hives they upset, tme aftfer t*otb er, 
And seiz'd on ibany a stitfgiii'g brother; 
But soon it gave a Wide alartn, 
And rais'd aboiit theiJr eai'iS a swarrti, 

s 

CLVI. 
That all the BiarS \<rithiii the UM 
Would be unable to witftgfeth4-i- 
The Vulture, flyitig SdOii away, 
Ljift Bruin to aflbidd the fitly. 

cvrih 
Poor wretcht his ca«e -w&S vfery sad, 
Their stingS soott drdvie Miri rOa^rig ma'd; 
And, while yetj^ttiartiti^ ffbnir the shock. 
To be attack'd by out game Cbck ! 

CtVlA. 
No sooner had it readi*cl his eaV, 
Than he began to fokta'and'^eifr; 
He stampM and rav'd as feiW cotild tdl^ 
Swore, * '/Mfa^ a lie as fake dsheU/* 
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. CLIX, 

Yet did oiar game Cock Dothing flinchi 
Nor would he bate a single inch ; 
But made his case out strong and fair. 
Spite of the growling of the Bear. 

CLX. 

Th' assembly, though a motley train, 
Sid Birds of various class contain ; 
There King-JisherSy in crowds you'll see. 
Goldfinches of the T y l 

CLXI. 
And Ostriches of rare digestion. 
Whose swallow none can call in question; 
The horned Owl there gained a seat, . 
And saintly Rook, so smooth and neat ; 

CLXIL 
The hummmgSird and the itfocaic;, 
And shattering ilfag*|)f>^ of the law; 
Yet Eagles too there might be foupd. 
Who scom'd each earthly har or mound, 

CLxni. 
That would restrain their daring fli^t, , 
Beyond the ken of earthly sight; 
And heavenward steer their ardent course. 
Drink truth from its celestial source, 

E 
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ctxnr. 

Expound the principles of law. 
And dark Corruption's fiend o'er awe; 
Such bosoms could not foil to move 
The meek remonstrance of the Dove. 

CLXV. 
Appeal was made; accord was one; 
Who rose t'asperse our victim? — none ! 
Without a single non-content, 
She was pronounced INNOCENT! 

CLXVI. 
The Viper once more stigmatis'd, 
For all the guilt she had devis'd ; 
A perjur'd wretch ! * fit garbage' she, 
To glut * the hell-hound. Infamy.' 

CLXVII. 
The bus'ness so determined, 
A general satisfaction spread ; 
It flew like wild-fire through the land. 
And ev'ry heart and ev'ry hand 

CLXVIIL 
Was animated in defence 
Of injured r— — Innocence ! 
While tides of proud congratulation • 
Flow'd in firom all parts of the nation* 
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, CLXIX. 

The City-Birds first led the way. 
In splendid pomp and grand array ; — 

Their neighbours nrg'd the bus'ness gaily, 
And earner Pigeons came in daily 

CLXX. 
From country parts and country meetings, 
With loyal sentiments and greetings ; 
One feeling onJy did control 
Each honest, worthy, B— — h soul. 

CLXXL 

For Vipers, they throughout the nation 
The objects were of execration; 
Each honest ieast and Bird foreswore 'em, 
And even hung them in terrarem f 

CLXXII. 

Thus ended the conspiracy! 

Thus ever perish Infamy ! 

Thus Virtue ever find defence! 

THUS EVER TRIUMPH INNOCENCE! 



THE END. 
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1. 

GREAT Sir, inf#nn an humUe maB, 
For J¥ell I know your H — ness can. 
If the account is false or true 
Which JaumalisU report of you? 

Th^y state, in language bold and plain. 
Your O-rrce has play'd the faithless swains 
That you've deserted love and truth, 
Por riches and the charms of youth. 

3. 
What! leave a woman to her tears? 
Your £sdthful friend for twenty years; 
One who gaye up her youthful charmSi^^ 
The fond companion of your arm? ! 
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4. 
Brought you ten smiling girls and boys, 
Sweet pledges of connubial joys ; • 
As mi^ch your wife, in honor's eye. 
As if fasti)Ound in wedlock's tie? 

5. 
What were the feelings of your breast ? 
Was avarice the only guest? 
Did it instil the base design. 
Where truth and virtue ought to shine? 

& 
You, sir, DO doubt, have often read» 
When love giets in an old manVhead,. 
So sharp he feels the madd'ning pain^ 
It makes him quite a child again. 

Was it this lore ensnar'd yonr G — ? — -, 



Bev^tck'd with beauty's btoomingface? 
Did it, in spite of all controul, 
Obtain possession of your soul? 

8. 
Or was it after drinking deesp^ 
You saw the maiden in your i^ep? 
Her glittering Wealth, ^e darling pnze^ 
Bewilder'd both your lovenwck eye«* 
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The fumes ascend your r — - brlain. 
Your G — ce becomes a blooming swain ; 
Bright as the ev'ning star you sbine^ 
And rosy as the gen'rous wine. 

m 

Your ready ^Eiwning flatt'rers, near, 
Distil sweet poison in your^ar; 
What woman can reftise her charms/ 
They cry, to bless your G — ce'$ arms? 

n, 

Have you not giv'o the strongest proof 
Of honor, honesty, and truth ? 
"Who dare your constancy deride? 
Has it not twenty years been try'd? 

J2. 
What though yon sacrifice a friend, 
Her feelings and h«f love ofiend? 
You have no cause, renowned sir, 
Xo wast^ your time on though t& of her. 

la. 

And since no fIraiaJe can withstand 
The tempting offar of your hand, 
On fair Miss T— y t^-'g bestow 
Title, and equipage, aiid sImsw. 
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14. 
Make her a D-^chess, r^ — sir. 
And rank and happiness confer; 
Raise the fair maiden to your breast. 
And set your groundless fears at rest^ 

15. 
A fond return your G-^-ce shall meet. 
And see the Lady at your feet^ 
Grateful for all your favours shewn-p 
Love, beauty, riches, are your own* . 

IS. 
All flattVy pleases r— =— ears, 
Conceit disperses doubts and fears ; 
Like a young lover full of fire, 
ImpelFd by passionate desire, 

17. 
Grown quite impatient of delay, 
Besolves to see the maid that day, 
State the disorder of his soul. 
And cut out Mister W^^r^ly Pole^ 

18. 
Now the D^i^ke*s pages fly about. 
Like rats put suddenly to rout : 
The shaving articles are sought, 
And to the r— ^ presence brought; 
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His fav'rite vaUt waiting stends^^ 
The sharpen'd razor ia his hands. 
Made fit to shave imperial chops 
By one of Packwoods noted strops. 

.20. 
O'er the 1>—A«'^ muzzle, lo! it flies 
Like lightning darting through the skies; 
Quick from his face the stubble clears, 
And smooth as glass hi& chin appears. 

.21. 
Next, curling irons pinch the hair. 
And turn each lock with nicest care \ 
The r Lover shuts his eyes, 

In clouds the whitening powder flies. 

.22. 
And now the choicest clothes are brought^ 
Expressly for the purpose bought, 
By some great Bond-street tailor made^ 
' First of the thimbles in the trade. 

23. 
At length, the mighty business o'er, 
The carriage waiting at the door; 
Like some fair-going country lass. 
His H-^nm staads before the glass ; 



/ 
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«4. 
Surveys his person aad his fkce^ 
His noble mien-^majestic :grace; 
Adjusts with judgment, art, and»kill„ 
His snowy handkerchief and frill. 

25. 
Hope with her smiles his bosom cheers, . 
Pleas'd as an in&nt he appears ; 
At length, with every thing complete. 
The r — ^ Lover takes his seat. 

86. 
From London off they drive away, 
His servants' liv'ries new and gay^ 
The rolling wheels fly swiftly round. 
The horses scarcely touch the gvoand* 

27. 
The spur and whip their m^tle goad. 
They smoke along the duirty road* 
And soon the mansioii meets his eyes^ 
Which holds the. fair, i^e weaUiiy, prige^ . 

98. 
^ow from tVe coach his ^-^^^nesi.bounc'd, 
His name is fonnerly announc'd ; 
Miss and Mamma receive his &-^ee^ 
And compfitaents of ^course take pk^r^ 
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Having with both the Ladies din^d^ 
The D — ke prepares to speak his mind^ 
And begs to be allow'd the bliss 
To say a prirate word to Miss^ 

SO. 
Who could refuse, with any face, 
So small a favor to his G—^ef 
The Mother grants what he requires. 
And, curtseying, from the room retires^ 

31. 
The happy moment now arrived, 
JBy ingenuity contriv'd, 
He calls up flattVy to his aid> 
And thus addressed the listening maid x ^ 

** Sweet girl, a r— suitor kneelsJ 
His bosom Lovers emotion fi^s^ 
To tell how he admires ycwir worth, 
Though uoadorn'd by r-— birth : 

83. V 
" Withomt thy loTe, my dariiftg fair! 
Life is a burthen, hope despair; 
These eyes no more delight shall eee> 
Unless ^ey shafe the bliss witb.tbw* 
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34- . . 

" Not KilwortKs Lord nor W ly Pole 

Love half so well, upon my soul ; 
With either, or with both, TU fight, 
And send 'em challenges to-night. 

35. 
*^ For thy dear sake I'd risk my life. 
My angel ! may 1 add, my wife ? 
Be mine, sweet girl! and mine alone, 
And joy unspeakable's my own. 

36. 
" The proudest nobles in the land 
Shall envy me this lovely hand ; 
The riches and the charms you bring 
Are treasures worthy of a king. 

37. 
** Then tell me, dearest girl, f pray, 
Can you to R Ity say. Nay? 

If you deny my fond request. 
You plunge a dagger in my breast." — 

38. 
The maiden heard him with a sigh. 
And this her modest, just, reply; — 
** Sir, if your passion is sincere, 
I feel for one who is not here. . 
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39. 
" One who has been for years your pride. 
And is, or ought to be, your bride; 
Shar'd with you all your cares and joys, 
The mother of your girls and boys. 

" Tis cruelty the most refin'd. 
And shews a mean ungen'rous mind. 
To take advantage of your pow'r. 
And leave her, like a blighted flow'r* 

4L 
" For shame ! your 6?— -ce, a man like yoii 
Should scorn so base an art to do ; 
And in a person of your years- 
The action ten times worse appears, 

42, 
** And, to deal plainly with your G — cCy 
As this appears to be the case. 
And as your age is double mine, 
Your tempting offer I decline; 

43. 
** But, might I couqsel as a friend. 
And not your r— — ears offend; 
1 would advise you, whilst you can. 
To prove yourself au honest man ; 
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44, 

^^ Return to Mistress J 's arms. 

Soothe her, and quiet her alarms ; 

Your present diflferences o'er, 

Be wise, and play the fool no more/'— 

46, 
Now from the room the maid withdraws, 
His H^—ness stares with lengthen'd jaws. 
His eyes with furious wildness roll, 
Awd horror seizes on his soul ; 

46, 
Not m6re surprised did Coates, the player. 
At Colonels Mac. and Bloomf— d stare ; 
Wheu they informed the powder'd beau. 
They dar'd not let him see the shew, j 

4T. 
Not with more horror. Planter's Knight 
Received the news of Walshes flight ; 
Nor more did Walsh with terror stare, 
When Adkins caught him in the spare, 

48, 
Not more aghast the Baron saw 
The whisker dropping from his jaw, 
Which fell, ah I luckless t^ relate. 
Plump into fiur Sophia's pl^te. 
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49. 
Not more disiimy'd did Vieary look. 
When the grave bead QfJwtice shook, ' 
That head which wrought a work of fame. 
And ting'd a Lmvjfer'i cheek with shame I 

fia. 
** Is it a dream! " he lotdly cried, 
StUDg with the iDsolt to bis pride, 
" Or is it really the qase, 
Scorw'd and rejected to B^y face? 

bU 
•* Ah ! what avail my hopes and fears. 
My sighs, my pleadings, acKl my tears I 
Treats to the ball, the park, the play ; 
AU time and money thrown awfey^ 

52, 
<' Ah ! what avails at this sad hour. 

My r blood, or/h-r— «/y power? 

Not this can save a iiB F ■ c k's son 
From being ruin'd aQd uniloiie* 

<' Ye widely spreading rich domainft, 
Deluding source of joys and pains ; 
Ye flow'ry fields and purling streams. 
That fiU'd my mind with ptea«in|; dreawi \ 
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54. 
" Ye mansions, cottages, and trees^ 
Abodes of innocence and ease, 
Ye wGod«, where fancy lov'd to dwell. 
Must I then bid yoar charms farewell ? 

65. 
** And thou, O Wealth J whose pow'r can biad^ 
Enslave, and captivate the mind ; 
You, whom 1 most of all admire. 
Who fiU'd my breast with strong desire ; 

56. 
" You, who give Prinqes power ^o game,, 
And add fresh laurels to their fakne ; 
Attend a bull-bait or a fight. 
And mix with blackguards morn and night; 

37. 
** Yon, who have brought me here torday. 
And taught my tongue the words to say ; 
You, whom I love so much, so well. 
Must I then bid your charms farewell? 

58. 
" Alas ! I must, O then, adieu 
To joys I fondly hop'd from you ; 
I love thee more than tongue can tell, 
But now eternally fexewell*'* 
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59, 
With disappointment in his face, 
Like sportsmen baulk'd upoti the chase. 
Who see a hare run over grounds, 
They dare not follow with their hounds. 

60. 
Awhile they stand, the game in view. 
But Prudence bids them not pursue ; 
They hear her voice, collect the pack. 
And discontented travel back« 

61. 
So the great hero of our tale. 
Finding his am'rous purpose fail, 
Resolves to quit the hateful place. 
Sad witness of his late disgrace. 

62. 
" Oh! stain to R— fty," he cries. 
Tears streaming from his aged eyes, 
" Flow on, ye tears ! and wash away 
All memory of this cursed day. 

63. 
** Ah! had Ifram'd a billet doux, , 
As ancient lovers us'd to do. 
Or got my brother Y-^-k to write 
Something of darUdg^ and delight; 
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64. 
^* Such language might have cfaaim'd hermincl^ 
And made the stubbora fitir one khul; 
The damseU then, with ail her charmer 
Had blest these now forsaken arms: 

65. 
*' Bul^ since ^tis useless to complain, 
Tho' smarting with the maid's disdain^ 
Prom this detested spot 1 go, 
Bui never more delight to know. 

66. 
** Oh! Peggy y once my care and pride» 
Alas ! too rashly thrown aside ; 
Now you may smile wi<^ scornful face. 
And triumph in a 1>-^A;^$ disgrace!" 

67. 
He rings ; the bowing serr&ntB stand, 
Ready to #)rat his command ; 
The coach is order'd to the dooi;, 
His JS^^ness enters it once mope. 

68. 
And, cursing the seductive channs. 
That tore him from his Peggy's mms;; 
Like some young heiress who thpeB^ 
Her bosom£U'd mth ifelt'jibgiK^^ 
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69: , 
Sees ber i^eldtioifB dose* li^Uind, . 
Pursuing fleeter ttem ^tie "vi^indv 
Beholds them ov6rtdlee their prey, 
And bear hei^ lover ftir away ;*- 

70: 

So did the r -. mffefiif viei^ 

The mansion ^^ thfe chaise withdrew j 
With wounded prid^ hts boiiofai burns; 
And quite chop-fallen be retui*j)s. 

ri. 

Awhile the disdjip^itiieii^swdin;' 
Tormented at tlie maid's dii^daid/ 
In solitude hii^ faite b^wdl'd, 
And alternately We^ sQld' railed. 

7S: 
But time adniihli^^i^d^rtelief;^ 
AfisuagM the bittferdess of grief, 
Released him from a Ibad of woes, 
And brought his harrass^d mind repose. 

?*: 

Scarce had a^tMfdVcJnioftth' pass'd away, 
When spring resunl'dits genlM sWay, 
Put forth ittfk>v¥iiniieUii!ig ptowers,. 
And decked the'sntiling land with floWer». 
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Hail, Spring! delightful season, hsdl! 
Health' floats upon thy balmy gale;^ 
Joy dances in thy sportive train, 
And glads the be^rt of nymph -land li^^ip* 

76, 

The r lover feels thy srway, 

And all his sufferings pass away ; 
Fqrgetful of his late defeats, 
Again with love his bosom beati^^ 

" In love again !" the reader cries, 
"Lies! Peter Pindar, Junior, lies! 

His G in love? it cannot be, 

You copy from your dad, I s6^/' 

77. 
" I tell you, reader, 'tis the cdse ; 
You won't believe it ?— ^Ask his G — -— '^ 
If he unblushingly denies, 
I'll be content to call it lies. 

78; 

^* Nay more, to prove my story true, 
J know the lady ! will that do ? 
Herfrieqds, her character; heruame^ 
Her rank upon the list of feme^ 
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79. 
.*^ Now, reader, are your doubts repiov'd? 
Your answer— what, you want it prov'd ?- 
Well, sir, appoint the time and plape, 
ill meet and prove it tp your face/' 
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-* Say, if he sdfers us to keep our places 
And baulk the Talents, with their hungry faces,' 
With hearts of gratitude, and feelings warm. 
All he requires we'll readily perform.. 

^ Pay off his debts, were they ten times as great, 
Though Jacobins should stare, and FoxUes prate-*- 
In short, what dirty work there is to do— 
Our party will with cheerfulness go through/ 
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1. 

TWAS ill the blooming season of the spring, 
When birds began to ply the busy wing; 
The shrill-ton'd lark lip rose and loudly sung, 
As, scarcely visible, he flutt'ring hung. 

2. 

The ploughman now begins his daily toil, 
And travels slowly o'er the rugged soil; 
Forth, fondly musing on her sweetheart's vows 
The rosy milk-^iaid seeks her lazy cows ; 

3. 
And carrols otit the song he loves to hear, 
When work is past and ev'ning skies appear ; 
When, at her parents' humble collage door, 
He tells the tale he off has told befere. 
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4. 
^Twas at that time, in fashionable town, 
When balls, and masquerades, and routs, go down ; 
When the gay coxcomb leaves the gaudy scene. 
Fatigued with exercise, or fiU'd with spleen ; 

5. 
Their carriage-lamps salute the morning skies. 
Not so the lordly owner's drowsy eyes ; 
Secure they doze within, and roll away, 
Like ghosts that vanish at the break of day. 

.. 6. 

'Twas at that time, so strange for D-kes to rise, 
, Our dread commander, Fr— A:^, unclos'd his eyes : 
Sleep, from his pillow, though of down, had fled. 
And cares disturb'd and craz'd hi^ r — —/head. 



Which proves that r / heads are, like our own, 

Compos'd of flesh and blood, and skin and bone ; 
The only point, on which a doubt remains, 
Is, whether r Ity \^ bprn with brains. 

8. , 

Methinks, I hear a courtier cry, * Thou wretch. 
Fit only for that hangman's hands. Jack Ketch! 
To hint a doubt i^ treason to the state. 
And proves the malice of thy empty pate. 
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* Wise are our P — ces, with much learning blest. 
By men of probity and sense caress'd ; 

Their country's ornament ! the people's pride ! 
Born, at the head of empires to preside. 

10. 

' Is not our R -t as a warrior great, 

A ruler fitted for a warlike state? 

One, who can teach his subjects how to fight, 

And hit straight forward blows with left and right? 

11. 

* And though he sometimes gets a little mellow. 
Is still an honest, worthy, merry, fellow ; 
Loves honor dearer than he loves his life, 

And fat dame H — ^ — t better than his wife. 

12. 

* Look at the mighty Y — ke ! that wond'rous man, 
And match his letter-writing, if you can ; 

No author e'er produced, in prose or rhyme, 
Such bright ideas, or language so sublime. 

13. 
' Or where, amongst our noBies, will you meet 
A man so faithful, modest, and discreet, 
As love-sick C I eg, amorous and gay. 
Who steals the ladies tender hearts away ? 



Digitized 



by Google 



6 



14. 
' Offers his hand to Long, short, fair, and brown^ 
And gains amongst the females great renown: 
The rest are like their brothers, men of parts. 
Possessing sensible and feeling hearts. 

15. 
' Witness, O C — h — / — d ! the pains you take. 
To do away the horrors of the stake ; 
Then say not, that a single doubt remains. 
That men like these are bora devoid of brains/ 

IB. 
So much for this delicious courtly strain, 
And now. for letter- writing Y — ke again : 
Forth from his bed the mighty warrior rose. 
And, like us common folks, put on his clothes. 

17. 

Plain as a tradesman was his H *ess drest, 

Not e'en the glitt'ring star upon his breast ; 
The regimental clothes, his greatest pride, 
Had from mcessity been laid aside; 

18. 

Necessity, which cost the warrior dear, 
And chang'd his drink from claret to small beer, 
Reduc'd his equipage from twelve to six, 
Attd play'd up sundry other curious tricks. 
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19. 
Which much disturbed the pleasures of his 6r— ^, 
And forc'd the Hero to resign his place ; 
This prey'd upon his mind, and tdade him rise. 
And thus unheard, in plaintive tone, he cries. 

20. 
^ Ye happy times ! which oft Fve mourn'd in tears,, 
For you my love increases w^ith my year* ! 
Ye hours ! which pass'd in mnocent delights, 
Ye spotless days and pure unsullied nights ! 

21. 

* Return again, to bless me with your charms, 
And bring back past enjoyments to my arms, 
Cheer my fond heart with hope's enlivening ray, 
And chase my present gloomy thoughts away, ^ 

22. 

* The chief command, with patronage, and power, 
Which brought of riches the delicious shower, 
Imported luxuries, delightful sweets, 

And furnish'd out the most expensive treats ; 

23. • 

^ Brought smiling joy to gratify my wishes, 
And made my table groan with laoaves and Fislies! 
Supplied my cellars witii the choicest v/ine, 
And purchas'd food, on which the g;ods might dine ; 
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/ 24. 

^ Return again, eac^h day an age appears, 
And minutes turn to hours, and hours to yeara ; 
Once more within thy sunshine let me bask, 
'Tis all, O Happiness ! from thee I ask. 

' 25. 

* But ah ! my brother G will take the reins, 

What hope for hapless F k then remains ? 

Will he consent to bring me into place. 

So lately mark'd with odium and disgrace ? 

26. 

* For mad ambition led me to oppose, 

When the bold threat of French invasion rose, 
My brother 6r— — '^ wish in arms to shine, 
Fearing his valor might have equall'd mine. 

* Can he, though e'er so liberal and brave, 
Forgive the insult which nay rashness gave, 
I fear it much, yet still my heart will strive. 
To keep its longing, ling'ring, hopes alive. 

23. 

* Where shall I fly, or where obtain relief? 
Who will assist to raise a fallen Chief? 
JSp — nr^r*s the only man, to him I'll go, 
He will decide my future bliss or woe,' 
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Away to town, the mighty Hero drives, 

And soon his coach in D ing-street arrives ; 

The knocker thunders loudly at the door. 
An act ft oft was made to do before. 

30. 

' The I>— of F-^6,' the Prem-^s servants bawl. 
The 2> — alights, and passes through the hall ; 

S r receives him in his morning gown, 

And kindly asks his H — ess to sit down. 

31. 

Scarce had he fix'd on Pe — al his eyes, 
When, with inquiring accents, thus he cries ; 

* Well, Sp r, what's the news, my hero, say, 

Must we make G — the 12 -«, must we, ha? 

32. 

* Is there no hope of turning things about ? 
If he comes in, you certainly turn out; 

You who have serv'd your king and country moT« » 
Than any mortal ever didbefore.— 

S3. 

* You who have rais'd this nation to ahei^hti^ 
That men are giddy to behold the sight ^ 
Fearing the mighty fabric chance to fiaJl, 
And in one common ruin bury all. 

B 



Digitized 



by Google 



10 



34. 



* Have you no specious, well-digested, plan ? 
Ha ] my great, little, noble, god-like, man, 
To keep the P— and all the Talents down. 
And sway without the assistance of the C — n. 

35. 

' Speak instantly, and ease my boding fears ; 
Tell me, if but a ray of hope appears ; 
I'll hail thee as the greatest man on earth, 
And bless the hour which gave thy virtues birth." 

36. 
The Preni — r heard him with a bitter jsigh, 
And this the substance of his grave reply : 
' O, JP— rf— Ar.^ much I fear that all is lost, 
And our fair hopes with disappointment cross'd : 

37. 

-* 12——^ the P must be, there's not a doubt, 

And then our party certainly turns out ; 
E'en I, thy bosom friend, must quit my nest. 
And slink from power and office with the rest. 

38.. 
* ThQse rqgues, the Talents, seizing on our places, 
Will laugh to scotn our disappointed faces. 
Place their broad bottoms on the treasury-seat, 
And make their triumph and our fall complete. 
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39. 
' These are my fears ; t)lOw listen to the plan, 
Which, in imagination, I've began : 
This night I offer to the H—se a Bill 
Which makes the P ■■ ■ ■ a R f , if he will ; 

40. 

* But such restrictions shall be there laid down, 
Expressly for the safety of the C — n ; 

Such as will give the shew and vain parade. 
But leave Jiis power the shadow of a shade. 

41. 

' You, with dissembl'd earnestness, engage 
The measure to oppose, in every stage ; 

This to the P 's pride will grateful prove. 

And reconcile your long-divided love. 

42. 

* Need I say more, to rouse your martial fire, 
Or hopes of future pickings to inspire ? 

He will restore you to the old snug place, 
And wipe away a part of your disgrace. 

43. 

* This done, you must endeavor to convince 
Your r — I brother, our most gracious P— , 
That Pe — al and Co. are all his friends, ' 
Ready to offer and to make amends. 
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44. 

* Say, if he suffers us to keep our places 

And baulk the Talents^ with their hungry faces, 
With hearts of gratitude, and feelings warm, 
All he requires we'll readily perform. 

45. 

* Pay off his debts, were they ten times as great, ' 
Though Jacobins should stare, and Foxites prate- 
In short, what dirty work there is to do — 

Onr party will with cheerfulness go through.' 

46. 

* Thou man of wonder !' r — / Y — ke replies, 

* Such counsel proves you worthy to advise ; 
Your talents I admire, your worth respect. 
And act implicitly as you direct.' 

47. 
Now to the state-machine the Prem — r goes. 
To baulk the malice of his envious foes — 
He monnts the box, and takes his usual seat, 
Fearless of opposition or defeat. 

48. 

They view his eminence with baneful eyes. 
And strive to overset him by surprise — 
Use all their petty arts, t' obtain his place — 
And spare no pains to brand him with disgrace. 
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; 49. 

The motion now is made, the Bill brought in. 
With clamorous noisy throats the Outs begin — 
Hoping to stop the measure in its way, 
And gain fi*om popularity a ray. 

50. 

* What ! ' cry their leaders, foaming with disdain, 

* Bind down the JR t^ all his power restrain ; 
A man so full of honor and of truth, 

Belov'd by age, and reverenc'd by youth. 

51. 

* A second Harry ! who has purged away 
All trace of follies, done in early day — 
So thoroughly refprm'd from evil ways. 
That envy's self must give his actions praise !' 

52. 

Their efforts fail, — the measure passes through. 
As ministerial measures mostly do; 
In both the H — eSj farce the same is play'd, 
At length 'tis o'er, the P a R^-^^t made. 

Hungry as famish'd hounds, fpr Loaves arid Fishes ^ 
Eager to clap their muzzles in the dishes ; ^ 
The Talents forward press, with open jaws, 
And wet their teeth, and sharp their pointed claw& 
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54. 
Their half-starved relatives a host appear, 
Wedg'd in close column, marching in the rear ; 
To C — /^— » H—By they bend their nimble feet. 
And trample over every thing they meet. 

55. 
Thus have I seen, on field-day. Volunteers, 
When on the ground the foaming can appears. 
Rush all at once to seize the welcome guest, 
Like ^asps disturb'd by school-boys in their nest. 

56. 
Forth from the hole they dash with buzzing wings, 
And bury in the first they meet their stings. 
Thus have I seen before a play-house door, 
Standing close wedg'd, an hundred folks, or more; 

It opens — in they rush to gain their ends. 
And get snug places for themselves and friends : 
Whilst others groaning stand, with spirits gay 
They sit in comfort, and enjoy the play. 

58. 

Now in the R fsH—se with smiles they enter/d. 

And thus t' address his r— / H^^ness ventured : 
* Dread Sir, the happy time at length appears 
Which we have fondly look'd for many years. 
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59. 
• You can, at pleasure, now reward your friends, 
Who long have been reduc'd to tlieir wit's ends, 
Bereft is every one of cash and clothes, 
As you, O P , will readily suppose. 

60. 

* Out at the elbows are our patriot suits, 

And much in want we are of shoes and boots ; 
Worn are our breeches too, to rags and tatters, 
That now they scarcely hide our private matters. 

61. 

* Much do we wish our stock of shirts t'increase, 
Having amongst us scarcely one a piece ; 

We therefore beg your H — ess will arrange 
That we your servants may receive a change. 

62. 
' Our coats from turning have become so bare^ 
Not one of us have any fit to wear; 
Another job of turning now begin. 
And bring your constant friends the Talents in.' ^ 

63. 

f 
Muse ! paint the horrors which their souls possess'd, 

When thus the gaping throng the P ^^a^idress'd 

' Ye worthy gentlemen apd long-tried friends, 

Ne'er can I make your services amends. 
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64. 

* Pleased should I be to bring you into power, 
And on your heads the sweets of office shower ; 
Make a fresh batch of L — ds and K—t$ and Sq—s, 
And gratify the whole of your desires. ' 

65. 
^ But ah ! it cannot be, my hands are tied, 
My powers restricted, and your voice defied ; 
And though it grieves my bosom thus to part 
With men so faithful and so near my heart; 

66. 
^ Yet part we must and to our fates submit, 

But never will your P his friends forget ;' 

Thus said, his -fiT — ess^ bowing, left the place ; 
Fierce rage and disappointment fiU'd each face. 

67. 
Ah, luckless Sh^d-^-n! how did thy nose. 
Which always like the sparkling ruby glows. 
Increase its color from thy inward ire, 
Till it appear'd a ball of flaming fire. 

68. 
What were the pangs, oh6r— y, which fill'd thy breast, 
Too keen, too bitter, e'er to be expressed. 
Your patriotic soul, o'erwhelm'd with grief, 
Look'd up in vain to G — v— fe for relief. 



Digitized 



by Google 



J 



17 

69. 
G — V — le was planet-struck ; his oily toT<>M<^ 
On which the senate oft' with rapture huni> , 
Close to his mouth it stuck as loth to parr. 
And groans disclo«'d the anguish of hi^ heart. 

70. 
T'^r — tf was fill'd with wonder and surprise, 
And tears st^eamM down in torrents from his eyes; 
All his fond wishes in ao instant cross'd, 
On the rough sea of disappointment lost. 

Where then was P — n — by, the parties' chief? 
Could he bring neither comfort or relief; 
Down on the ground he fell with deep despa,ir, 
And wrung his hands and tore with rage his hair. 

' 72. ■ 

P — ty^ the nimble, frolicsome, and gay, 
Renown'd for figuring at balls away, 
Whether 'twas leading down a country dance 
Or bringing in a bill upon finance, 

73. 
It mattered not, with equal grace he stands 
To address the chairman, or to cross the hands ; 
He swoon'd away, his feelings were so strong, 
And like a slaughter'd calf lay all along, 

C 
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74. 
kX length th^ bitter storm of rage is past, 
Though^still each face with gloom is overcast % 
Chop-fallen and sad, they singly skulk away, 
And curse their stars like mariners astray. 

75. 
Now to his favorite post, the armies' head, 
By brotherly regard and kindness led, 
G — e reinstates the grateful D — Ice oiice more» 
Hoping hell be more cautious than before. 

76. 
Happy as birds, that with each other pair. 
And warble out their songs devoid of care ; 

So did these P s^ frolicsome and gay. 

Pass, free from spleen, the jovial hours away : 

77. 
At fonts they shone, or blazed at grand reviews, 
Held levees, talked of politics, and news : 
But chiefly with the ladies shewed their parts. 
And made sad havoc 'mongst the female hearts. 

78.' 

Ah, what avails, the Muse sublimdy sings. 
The power of emperots, the wealth of kings^ 

The joy of P ^5, sportive, gay, and young. 

Wise and renovm'd fts those already sung ! 
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79. ' ' 
FortiMie, that jilt who crowns to-day their joys, 
To-morrow all their happiness destroys, 
Frowns on the very object which she blest, 
And ruins most, those whom she most caress'd. 

80. 
Ah, little did our amorous R — t think 

That Y h would have beat him black as ink ; 

But Fortune, that deceitful faithless jade, 
A slippery trick his r — I H~ess play'd, 

81. 

Muse, tell the story, undeterred by fear ; 
Speak boldly out, that R — ty may hear; 

Let P s from thy tale instruction learn. 

And back to virtue's happier paths return. 

82. ' 

Some time ago, by special invitation. 
The R"-t of a wise and thinking nation 

Set off to O ds with some friends to dine, 

Drest out in princely garments rich and fine. 

83. 
In his gay carris^e, decked with eastern pride, 
Sat feather-bed M'M~n by his side ; 
Flushed was each face, they seem'd two dai^ask rpses^ 
For wine gives colour both to cheeks and noseip. 
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84. 
The horses, youthful, vigorous, and strong, 
Dash with the swiftness of the wind along, 
For great men drive, and whirl their chariot wheels, 
As if Old Nick himself was at their heels ; 

85. 
And as they gaily roU'd along together, 
Sweetly they talk'd of women and the weather; 
Or sagely, wisdom perching in their looks, 
Discours'd on all the newly publish'd books ; 

86. 
And much ability did M^ discover 
In stabbing that new piece, the R — I JL — r; 
' A work,' quoth he, 'no more like Pindar's writing. 
Than volunteer reviews resemble fighting ; 

87. 

* With scarce a single line of real merit. 
And not one spark of true Pindaric spirit :' 

* Most true,' rejoin'd the P— , ' but does it sell,' 
' Ah, damn it,' cries the other, * much too well.* 

88 
' Had I my will, I'd stop all publications — 
That dar'd to touch upon the heads of nations ; 
Hang Authors, Printers, Publishers, together. 
And let 'em swing, 'till rotted by the weather. 
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89 

* Some of these rogues have lately dar'd to mention 
Their disapproval of the Wid—'s pension — 
Which you, O P— r — , so liberally gave, 

To one that's proud to call himself your slave.' — 

90 

* Nay, mind it not, M' M—n,' cried the P— , 
' Let not such trifles make a hero wince ; 
Dismiss 'em from your thoughts, drive them away, 
Let's have no dull intruders here to-day. 

91 

' But tell me, is it true, that C- ce cried. 

When fair Miss T—ey L-—g his suit denied — 
Did he so simple and so weak behave. 
So much to passion, and to love, a slave ? 

92 

* Blame not he D—ke,' the gallant C /cries, 

' Nor think 'twas love for T—y fill'd his eyes ; 
That maid rejected and disdain'd his offers. 
His grief was not for Z— ^, but for her cofiers. 

93 

* Had I been thus discarded for a Pole, 

Grief would have prey'd so much upon my soul, 
I should seek out some lonely willow tree. 
Where no intruding eye my rage could see. 
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94 
* There, with despairing anguish overcast, 
Make to some lofty bough my garters festr- 
Round my devoted neck secure the knot, 
And sacrifice my life upon the spot/— 

95 
Thus in discourse to Y-^ke's they onward drive, 
And at the B — h'—p's palace soon arrive-— ' 

The D"-€ss with a smile, all smiles excelling. 
Welcomes the R~tto her husband's Dwelling. 

96 
The pious D-^ke, much in his usual style, 
With charming vacant face, assumes a smile — 

The P the very essence of politeness, 

. Displays his teeth, excelling snow in whiteness. 

M'M'" grinn'd ; old ladies 2i,nd young misses. 
Whose lips might tempt e'en age to long for kisses^ 
Pucker'd their mouths into a thousand dimples. 
Baits, which the ladies often lay for simples. 

98 

The P -salutes them all; for,rve been told. 

He kisses ladies, whether young or old— 
And, some there are, who say, among the rest, 
That aged womeu suit his H-^-ess best. 
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99 
But now theidioner smokes upon the table^ 
With all the luxury of eastern fable ;-— 
How long it lasted, what there was to eat, 
At this magnificent and princely treat; 

lOQ. 

How much of fish, and flesh, the R — t swallow'd^ 
Or what rich dainties on each other foUow'd ; 
Whether the capons and the veal were young, 
Or fine the flavour of the ham and tongue; 

101 

Whether the beef was fat, the mutton small, 
The geese in season, or no geese at all ; 
Whether the fish were chiefly fried or boii'd. 
Or whether any by the cooks were spoiled ; 

102 

Whether the pastry was from Mister Birch, 
That lion-like defends of the church ; 
With all the stock of ices» creams, and jellies, 
That found tbeur way into the r— / bellies ; 

los. 
Whether the wit was sparkling as the ale, 
Or, like small beer long standing, flat and stsde; 
What the discourse was, whether upon lighting. 
Or on the art of lo^ aad letter- writing ; 
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104 
Whether the drink was claret, or champagne ; 
My readers must in , ignorance remain : 
Let it suffice, plenty was there at least, 
And all the guests did honour to the feast. 

105. 

Amongst the ladies, who at O — t — ds din'd. 
Was one whose person far excell'd her mind ; 
Fair as an op'ning lily to the view. 
And, like a rose-bud, tipp'd with morning dew. 

106. 
Upon this female, thoughtless, gay, and young. 

The P 's eyes with studied fondness hung; 

The lady, though a married one, too plain 
Retum'd the R fs amorous looks aguin. 

107 
Love sat enthron'd upon her smiling face — 
Her eyes, which sparkl'd with bewitching grace, 
Inflam'd his touchwood bosom vnth desire. 
And filled the r -/ veins with lawless fire. 

108 
His H-'^ss saw, whilst making his advances, 
By the soft intercourse of wishful glances, 
Twould not be difficult to gain his ends. 
If he could blind the husband and his fi*iends. 
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109. 
At length an opportunity is found— 
Whilst mirth amongst the company goes round. 
By stealth the lady and the P — withdrew, 
A step, which both have special cause to rue. 

1 10. 

Unnotic'd, Y— — h every motion eyes^ 
Within his bosom madd'ning passiQus rise; 
At distance follows to a private place. 
Which proves the public scene of sad disgrace. 

111. 

Scarce had the P , our virtuous R — *, pfess'd 

The trembling female to hjis r — I breast; — 
When, with a sudden crash, the fastenings flew, 
The door burst open, Y- h stands in view. 

112. 

Reven^ful fiiry sparkles in bis eyes, 
And thus, with rage unspeakable, he cries ; 
* **, thy damn'd schen^s are brought to light ! 
Stand forth, or else I'll nmrder yon outright!' 

^ 113. 

No more he speaks, reason away is fled, 
But aims his vengeance at the r — / head ; 
Blacks in a second both his p— — ly -eyes. 
Whilst from bis iiose the blood in torrents flies« 

D 
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114. 
Deaf to the lad/s pray'rs, her tears, and groans, 
- He almost breaks with blows the r-— bones ; 
, Life from his beaten frame was nearly fled. 
When Y—ke and CI — ce carried him to bed. 

115. 
All night he lay, fiU'd with despair and pain. 
And gnash'd his teeth and curs'd his stars in vain ; 
The C— w — Z, beef and vinegar applied, 
And watch'd in mournful silence by his side. 

:ii6. 
Wished morning comes, restless he leaves his bed. 
Before the glass surveys his r— -Z head ; 
Views with a piteous look, the blacken'd eyes, 
And, with despairing accents; thus he cries; 

:n7. 
^ Received a milling! rage, my soul consume ! 
A doiibler too, and fibb'd all round the room ! 
Call'd Cr—d'f ir~--%; busy devil, quit! 
Oh for a long sound sleep, and all forget. 

;118. ' 
« C— 11--?, call F— Are and G2^— ^c^ to my aid,' 
The ready C— »— Z instantly obeyed ; 
His 'Br—thrs enter, G — entreats, with tears, 
^^Thenxatter may be kept from public ears, 
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119. 
ClfT—ce proposes sending up to town 
To bring the active, loyal, Sjh^s—r down j 
In the mean time, to save the r — I fame, 
liCt it he published that the R—rfs lame, 

120. 
The plan's approy'd, and usher'd to the papers, 
That G—'s pain proceeds from cutting capers ; 
And now the jRrrr* and his loversick hr other 
With kindness strive to comfort one another. 

121. 
6r—— listens io\i\^ brother' s mournful tale, 
Atid feels his pity anji his love prevail ; 
C/— — ce w eeps over G — ^s late defeat. 
And 6r— makes C-^-^ce Ad~l of the F^-rlf 
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" Quick then, come tell us aQ you know!'' 
••What, ALL! oh! no, your Grace, not to; 
'' For I could out such stories pop, 
** As would make fifty Lords cry——* Stop !' '^ 

T9k% away the externals of M-ajest-t, and jrhat remains f 
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I. 
IS thercf a bosom or. an eye^ . 
Stangers alike to sympatfay» 
Which, when poor virtue claiqis relief^ 
Denies a partial boon to grief? 

II. 

Beats there a heart that never knew 
The tribute to af&iction due ? 
Is there a voice that would no^ plead 
The cause of innocence in need ? 

III. 
If such there be,-^and such there are* 
That flourish in a courtly air; 
Who shine in splendour not their own* 
And vegetate beside a tbrone ; 
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IV. 
May Heaven that doth so kindly give 
Its gifts to all the tribes that livfe. 
Scatter such bosoms, hearts^ and eyes, 
But thinly yAdern^catb the »kiei. 

For much it grieves the bard, who loves 
To see folks live like turtfe-doves, - 
That the black brood of care and strife 
Should fatten on the buds of life. 

VL 
For few indeed, and far between. 
Felicity's gay flowers are seen; 
Here springs a violeft — ithere a rose, 
Amidsi ^n thousand thistles, blows. 

VII. 
But to the tale ! and Heaven forefend 
That aught I sing t>f may OdOfend ; 
While I the dar4c profound unveil 
Of this my^sterious nuptial tale. , 

Vltl. 
And if, sometimes, my fancy fty. 
And tint the scents a IHtlie ^igb; 
The leading traits, to nature tnie> 
Will WMr their >own maciiangiiig boe. 
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IX. 
Like the first Coesar^ great in name^ 
In bloody in dignity^ and fame^ 
His namesake, of more modern date^ 
Holds in his handis an empire's fate. 

X. 

And knowing well that Mister Death 
Will' tickle e*en a Caesar's breath. 
That crowns should not be lorc'd to cry 
To every peasant—** Come and buy,"^ — 

XI. 

This tender, prince, whose views God speed | 
Resolv'd to multiply his breed. 
To hand to future times his worth. 
And with yoiing C^sars fill tbe earth. 

xir. 
Cassar the First ih iattfe lAone, * ' 
And fought his passage to a throne: 
In different scenes oui: Caesar strove. 
Content- with victories of love. ^ 

xiir. 

Venus and Bacchus join'ct to bind 
His brows with vine and myrtle twiri*d; 
Persuasion sat upon' his tongue, ^ 

And woo'd and won the female throng. 
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XIV. 
His prowess soqii spread far and wid^i 
And Csesar;s rose ou every 3ide, 
Like osiers from a riveif's bed^ 
By filth and slime and rankness br^, 

xy. 

But tho' spme r— — I blooS, 'tis trtie, 
Theii^ infant arteries wandered thrpugtit 
Twas so by b^sef species crost. 
That tbe bright properties were lost, 

XVI. 

And as tbe law hath wisely shown 
'that unmix'd blood must fill the throne^ 
It follows that all C^sar'^ fry 
In vain for kingly powV might sigh, 

XVII. 
BiDt Caesar bad a prudent dad, 
Tho' i)ow and then reputW — r— ; 
He cuird a flower from royal store, 
And bade tbi^ i^on the maid adore, 

XYJII. 
For wisely did tbe old 'man say*^ 
*' Should Ciesar's vigor pass away ; 
And all bis love and all my care 
Should not produce « legal heir ; 
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XIX. 

•* The sceptre and the crown, aks! 
^* Soon from the B— sw— fc line nmy pass j ,. 
" HistVy our names may smother o'er, "* . 
*' And call ns k s and q — f no more/* > 

XX, 

Off to his Q_^ the S vr — ^ flie^ 

With open mouth and ^taring eyes ; , » 
Each faculty seem'd |;oU(ih'd by d^li^ ^ 
And wonder paralyz'd his breath. > 

XXI. 
*' O Char, Char, Char 1'' the K— gbegaiii . 
*• Our George is grown a fine young man I . 
^ Ff andson^e, IJke me, apd tells no tales^ ., 
** A very pretty P— ^-^ — of W ^ 

XXII. 
** Tis pity. Char, upon my life, 
«• The wicked dog won't take tL wife. , 
^ From this to that sweet .maid will hiri, 
•• And never tie himself to oiie. ^ 

xxiii. •' ^''' ^■''^• 

^< Take him in hand; dear Char, and school 
, ' him, • ^ '-•'•* X •• ^ ^0*^ 

** I know there's no one else cans rble hi% ' 
** Bid him not live upon the town, \ * 

^* Nor fool away his fiaUier's CT-i<-48«? • • ' 
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XXIV. 

«♦ Aye, aye/' replies the Q ; **my dear, 

« J see it all, 'tiff very clear J 

" Do yod pick out some royal beauty, 

" Aii(i'^ril''soon teach the rogue his doty;'* 

•« Tig4me, de4f-€har, 'His -doaeidooe, dotted 
« I've thdtifglll? <3# ilrt, I've ^ughe of one j 
« Youn^Jfevtoan n\ec«i\' JE*t ch<' What! what! 
« Now telt^ what d'ye think of that." . 

XXVI. 

TheC^-^waspleas'd; tfceK ^rew vaiij. 

And' sitammerd o'er hit wo?ds again. 

«« W^Ufhought of, €har ! Eh! eh! Whatl- 

what! 
«« Now tell me what d'ye think of that t" 

xxvn. 

Off went her M y with speed, 

Hot'to preserve 'the royal breed} 

To curb yoUng Caesar's wand'ring^ taste, 

And make him true, and make him chaste. 

xxvm. 
^ard is |;he-task, the end remote. 
To clear the leopard's spotted coat j 
Or mark (to toil, not less akin) 
With iv'ry tinge an ^thiop's skin. 
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Urns tiiou^t the Q.r9 — t^, ns^TonAmnAi^nfl 
Her Iong4;ail*d horses mov'd .idoog ; 
Thus thought fihe, as she re^h'd (the door^ 
And there. beheld the P-~-t»'s , 

XJtX. 

With princely :Qeiij*tQ^ aad^MfOt .^ " ' 
In every figure of jbis fa»e^ . ' 

CsBsar received hb w^i^^'^ pl^Ot i • 

And thud wUh ijMdest £^r bfigw >-^3\ 

*^ My graif^eos )i^ge» command my Ufe^ 
*' But never ours^.me with. la wife* 
'' Robmeof rank, iweallh^ what yott :i^tl{» 
" But leave, oh! ka/ve me freedom stiU. 

KXXIL 

^' The co(^ that roun^ the diinghiU «ro«es^ 
^ Can jciestle with ike he© he lov-es, 
" But not -to one confines liis bibs ; * 

•• Thesn let my Joy be fjnee Uke his/'. . 

xxxm. 

^* True/* said the Q-^-; — , ** but you, yiy toy, 
•* Shoald soar above adunghiil's joy; 
** The realm expects from you should ^pring^ 
•* An infant hope,— 41 future K— ^/' . 
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XXXIV. 
^ Hague on the realm !" cries he with spleed* 

*• Peace ! foolish boy," replies the Q n } 

*' The realm supports both us and you, 
*^ And claims some sacrifice as due." 

XXXV. 
'^ I*m ovtr h#ad and ears in debt, 
•* And can^t support a consort yet 5 
** I have no credit in the town, 
•* Nor yet a pound to call my own.*' 

XXXVI. 
Her M— — y laid down her muff. 
And took a pinch or two of snuff; 
Up rush'd the powder to her brain. 
And set her tongue to work again. * 

XXXVII. 
** Well, Cassar, promise me to wed, 
^ And don't let debts disturb your head ; 
** Father and I will end the strife,— 
** We'll take the debts,— you take the wife." ^ 

XXXVIII. 
" But> gracious mother," cried her son, 
^ My income was but made for one !" 
^ Th^n, graceless booby," cries the mothert 
•* We'll find an income for the other." 
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XXXIX. 

Wealth was a finer bait than beauty. 
And brought coy Caesar to his duty i 

The Q -, with rapture overconief 

Order'd her coach> and hurried home* 

XL. 
Swift thro* the house the rumour spread^ 
That Caesar was about to wed ; 
And> all his giddy ways forsaken^ 
Would win the Dunmow flitch of bacon. 

TBI. 
The gossips conn'd the story o'er. 
The pimp grew dull, andvsigh'd the w-^-^m 
And fashion thought it rastly strange^ 
That nature at his age should change^ 

XUI. 
But so it was, and ere the tale . 
Upon the listening ear grew stale^ « 
The fair arrived, the knot was tied. 
And Caesar dasp'd his youthful bride. 

XLin. 
Scarce had nine moons their courses sped, 
"When fruitage crowned the nuptial bed s 
Elate with joy, three nations smil'd. 
And bless'd the mother and the child. 
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To CfiesarV cb^jk tii^ MaUe w^l c«y> 
He join*d Bot in the Batkm'i|,>oy ; 
He felt no Miss, be knew no rest^ 
For jeatous Airy chitt'd ba& biooat. 

XLV, 
^ Where erst Debaucbory*! ferai bad atnyU 

And on his fttce its tracer made, 
' The green-bu*d worm beW revefa^^ : 

Furrowed his br^w, and diiiHn'd hif eytft 

XLIH. 
For him, tbeir piniona dij^'d hi dtw^ 
No sweetly soothing dumbersi iitvr ;, 
For hi» p^ MaV) with thuy teaiii» 
Wafted tb^ souUenraptVing dMam: 

^ XLVIL 

At night, his piUow beM a liiorii 
Which mfvet shunn'd the beaatia of BK^frj 
Wherever be mav^d; its fioiq;! wm. tbet^ 
The son? oe of everlasting qare. 

XLYIH. 
Envy^ thafc undamainet tb» gM4 
And Ibeda iti^lf om rirf ae'a bloody 
Conceard itself in EW^Wri*^ forap^. 
And worked the engine of tiio ttorte* 
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XLIX. • 
And sure bo fercbit in MiltotiV hcUi 
With more nmligAAnt hbte could ^ell| 
Than that whith tirg'd this deV'lkih pair 
The Test of tnndeence to tetr^ 

' What fiehd more liardy tbaa hii peei^j ^ 
Could whisper thus in Catsar's e%tA^ 
That iuadelity had shed 
Its slaver o'or.his marriage bed P 

LU 
Who, bilt n D^Ws' branded nkme^ 
The lowest of the dregs of sllaitaOi 
Could £^in bis blasitidg li^to swear 
Impurity had reVell'd tbeife } 

Lll. . 
Wh«, bttC hlft hateful spduto could weave 
The tale for treasoti to beliere^ 
Of deeda Which gotaips dare n(4 say^ 
Nor htdd^ Qinbody in tbtfir lay ? 

Lin. 
Yet to a CaiMr's ear coorey'di 
In subtle crafti«i«ft| array'd» 
The hinta of iMlice foBnd their wayi 
And made fatti bafpincis their pr^y. 
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LIV, , 
For jearoiisy doth wake man's fe^ti^ 
And puttetb sponge into his ears^ 
That not a whisper^ nor a Mrord^ 
Fly to the slanderer bade unheard. 

LV. 
^Twas ihns ivith Caesar ;'--whispers^ light 
As the still zephyrs of the nighty 
With iron weight oppressed his soul. 
And rul'd with absolute Goutroal« . 

LVL 
Hints found firm tenure inbisbreast). 
As vows on holy writ imprest; 
And shadows to h|s mind were sootfa« 
As the substantial form of truths 

LVII. , 
i* Heavei|j!" cried the P — ^9,. '* unaccused, 
•' Shall I be branded and abus'd ! . 
^^ Hold me to public praise or shame, 
^ And give me death, or free my fam^ 

JLVIII. 
^^ The meanest subject of the land 
^' A public trial may demand ; 
^^ Be mine the <H>mmon right of all, 
^ To stand ac<|uit^ or ftlw^'d to fall." 
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B — gl-=-s, the wily tifgrp^ht, fear'd" 
The suit of virtue might be beardi 
And trembling, tionmbmof.^ctAi 
The front of equity j to »eet^ .v ; 

*' My P ■ i ' I ' S ^'- said4ie, ^* let cau^tton gutde^ 
5* Nor lightly think, nor rash decide y^ 
" Whether toy 00 it wise ap^pears,' 
^^ To broach ti^ facts M.pSDdbliaeafi;-^ 

IXf. 

*^ Whether the truth shall find acddsd ' 
** To the free scandal df the press,-^' 
'* Or private scrutiny shall cast ' : 
^* A prudent mystery o*er the past^ 

LXU. 
** To me it seems no trivial ill, 
<< That lender thus her maw should fill, 
" And be allowed to make so free 
^' With the rich food of r — ^Ity.*^ 

LXIIL 
The crafty counisel Csdsar took. 
He saw the baitf but miss'd the hook ; 
** Your plan is good. Sir J*—,'' said he, 
^'' And founded on true policy.!^ . 
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wot, 

ExHTting Sbbn taiii'4 WM» 
Howeasy wMbi«victOTy5 . 
A joy too?d»rt: to be<«kft»VI| . » 

Expanded his infemd mind* 

ucr, 

Th* unhappy P> * •' ■ 'O ^ vainly HHgV*4« ■: 

In vam iJidnoft iBtrwaty trio* ; 
Mock'd wa« the iMgoe^tf of het^fta*^ i 
Tor D-^gl^» held tiK r—^J «ar. 

♦Array*d ra wigistofhil grawg ! 

Aod an-4fc« p«aop An* fwwwr •f ^lac«, 
A sage Divan in oMiiniiiMMi* 
And held the.balatnce»of fytt* 

Bat wb4t pass'd thsrv* «rwl)i* paiS'd tk^t)* 
Tbo' Ihrtwdly goMB'd bforafty «i«ttr 
Ne'er travdft'd yet ti> Tolgar «y*> 
^or burst the chains <rf mystery* 

But then, 'ti8.»«d,&«tD-.^«»w«Mi 

His r~^ gtbtcgO WW » * ■ . " > ;. 

Had more thaaHmQeifttrgofe he* r«m$, • 
And crown'd hor r*^-^^! dowsort's broW& 
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ixix. 

And tliere^ with £»lse matigoani tongcMg 
' Described a Foom wUh mirrors Iwws; 
Of deeds QQj|S9af wd##« done. 
Which n^^rer isha^ld h«?^ «eeii the 



Of d^ieds which should, he dad iUi slMute# 
For wbMi tbff Qlfthf of wght w4i owde^i ' 
Yet deeds from, whioh*^ m di» 4iiQi«i^» 

The tremhiMig pight qpiigbt slink aw«jr« 

» • 

LKXL 
Deeds whidsi fetltr^aMn's 9^f mighjtC^iurt ! 
To tattle to« the sicainiog ear ; 
Which reij^ifjkg ki«gk mi|^f; start t^ sei^ 
Garb*d iu th^ dress ^f history^ 

LXXir^ 
Which (iitare QU*-«>s (God Kiead the hreedQ 
Might blush and trembte as they v^ad; 
Whiph WPi^om ^i^Foastiea may foel 
A wound whMlii^gas will «ot ^eid* 

And Uiere did S-**^'s l«^r4 onorsuMra^ 
Swear o*er the^ oath s h a swore befortt; 
Atid set his naoM Id fidsehoods fSsuly 
Whose t«Mch«aiai« iq|i4faa MiiL 
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LXXIV, 
There ^dfid he swear a pauper boy 
Was the young fruit of lustftjl joy j " 
That Caesar's bed had been defil'd. 
And r ^1 pangs produc'd the child. 

LXXV- 

And there he swore that on B — -k h 

Young William caught the vital breath; 
That in his veins plebeian blodd 
Crossed and defil'd the r ^1 bloods 

LXXVI. 

He pointed out the room^ 'tis said» 

Where S defil'd the r— 1 bed, -'» 

Where lewdness held her secret rite. 
Shut from the reach of mortal sight. 

LXXVll. 
May Heaven, in mercy, close its eyes 
Against his vows and perjuries; 

And give his L ^p grace and time. 

By penitence to wash his crime. 

LXXVIII. 
But other oaths wer^ sworn, and one, 
Of wanton acts at K ■ n 5 

Visits to P.^- ^m, and de^dd • 

At whose remembrance vktue bl6€Nfe. * 
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LXXIX^ 

*■ I iwcar," said I^: — — , ** I saw het toy 

*• With S that awkward full-grown bdy.^ 

•• How did she toy ?'• the Judges cry. — 
•* She tapped his cheek in passing by !^' 

LXXXi 
•• And was this all V'—'' Oh ! no, my Lord ; 
*• Upon an honest woman's word, 
** 1 saw her H ss kiss her hand 

•• To the same booby in the Strand/^ 

LXXXL 

' ' ■ was dismissed, B ..d came next^ 
Perfect in comment and in text 
•• Well, what have you to say, my friend ?*' 
*— ** I saw her Grace a letter send/' . 

Lxxxn. 

^ To whom ?"— •* To P ^m, my lord/ ~ 

«* What the contents ?*'—** Oh ! *pon my word, 
*• 'Twas fiill of sayings kind and qusunt^ 
•* Enough, my Lord, to move a saint/' 

LXXXIII. 
" You read it then ?"— «^6ht no, indeed, 
'* My Lords, I n^ver learn 'd to read/' 
*-** Then how can you the terms reveal ?'' 
^ Gosh ! there was Cupid on the seal !'^ 

c 
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LXXXIV, 
^ •^ And was this all you saw ? dolt, dunce .!'* -r^ 
*• Oh ! no, my Lords, I saw her once 
" Take oat a pencil in the hall, 
" And write a P upon the wall!" 

LXXXV. 
Poor sta|;ger'd gravity look'd down,^ ; , 
And strove to muster up a frown, , . 

But rebel sternness turn'd quite sby^ . 
And a smile lurked in either eye» 

LXXXVI. 

** Weill Mary M can yoii declare 

•* Aught that upon the case may bear ?** 
— *^ Oh ! yes, your worships, I could swear 
*^ What a fine lord might blush to hear." 

LXXXVIL 
— ^^ Quick, then, come tell us all you knoW/' 
— " What ALL ? Oh ! no, your Grace, not so ^ 
^^ For I could out such stories pop, 
*' As would make fifty lords cry^r- * Stop V ** 

LXXXVIII. 
— *S Peace \ do- you know of any child 

** Sprung from a r 1 bed defil'd ?" 

— " Aye, eight pr ten, in bounds to spe^> 
** And one or two scarce born i week T* 
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LXXXIX. 

•* How do yoii live?"*—** I nurse, yourGrace^ 

"And show goodnQt*sing in my faces 

^* Aud many a pretty tale, I Jcnow, 

^* Would make some great folks look so so/^ 

xa 

\* What know you of great Ccesar's spouse ?** 
^c Why let her husband mind his brows j 
^* Aitd let him keep himself from sin> 
** Lest some young antlers break the skin*'* 

" Did you e*er see her H» ■ ss joke, 

** And play and toy with other fplk ?'* ^ 
— *^ Oh ! no, sir, never with my eyes, 
** I never saw her act unwise," 

— " ^ray, Mary M , can you remember, . 

** About the inidst of last December j 

^ A certain young and gallant peer, 

•* WhocaU'dher R— r- H— « — -s§ ^tkar'r 

XCIII, 
— *^ Qh \ yes, my Lord, I saw him press 
** Her hand with, many a kind caress, 
•^ I've seen him ogle, simper, sigh, ^ 
** Heat m his veins, love in hii eye." 
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- XCIV. 
—^^ And she returned his wicked flame, 
" And stabbed at once Ker virtuous famef*^ 
^ Did she, my'lord ?— I did not know it f 
*^ She took 4 curious way to show it; 

XCV, 
#« For when he sighed, methought, she frown 'd, 
** And when bis eyes in tears were drown'd,- 
** She turn'd her back, in proud disdain^ 
^* And bade hina dry them up again* 

XCVI, 
*' And if too free hie dar*d to spieak, • 
*' Th^ glow of anger flushed her cheek f 
**^f this was love, 'tis very clear 
^* Her love was ardent and sincere/* 

xcvn. 
—•'But you have scen^— noW speak the truth-Ri* 
*• A pretty chubby-visag'd youth ; ^ 
^ A boy of talent, quick and rare^ 
•• The object of her r ^1 care V 

XCVIII. 
— •• Oh yes, Tve Master William seen, 
•* A child that would not shame a queen/' 
— *« Whatever you know of him, nutke known, 
^ As rumour calls the boy hn own/* ' 
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xcix. ' 

— .'^ Oh lud, yoHF worship, fie, for shame! 
'< How can you thus her Grace defame ? 
•* Why. sir, the child belongs, I'm sure, 
** To a good woman, m<ean auj^ poor. 

C. 

" By washing, sir, she gains her foodj 
?* Bread hardly earu'd, and far from goodi 
'* Had not her Grace some aid applied, 
" The mother and the child had died. 

CI, , 

** Let a poqt woman, sir, declare, 
•* Tis bard that charity should bear 
^* The slander of a lying tongue, 
^* Which spits alike at right and wrong, 

CII. 
** Coi|ld every P * - - ss show her face 
•* With as much boldness as her Grace, 
^ Scandal and all her graceless brood 
" Would quickly starve for want of food. 

cm. 
" Few wives are good among the many, 
^' And he who trusts them is ^ zany 5 
*f Bat who defames them without reason^ 
^' pommiti a fouler crime than treaso^/' , 
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CIV, 
Olji L ■ w came next, sin*s favorite page^ 
The victim of disease and age. 
Whose wan and wrinkled brow displayed 
The withering marks which time had made. 

Tho* threescore winters had withstood 
The feverish current of his blood> 
Still unsubsided was the fire. 
Still liv'd the relics of desire, 

CVI. 

He came, still to his vices trijej 
All former vices to out-dp ; 
Pander to envy's groifring lust. 
To trample virtue in the dust 

cvn. 

But what this chief defamer swore 
What, pen shall dare tp wander p'er? 
Who shall presume to thread to song 
The. slanders of his murdVous tongue? 

cviir. 
Since, net contented to defame 

^ His future CI -*s illustrious name, ; 

His s— 's name was doomed to bear 

Of criumny aft ample share. ^ ; 
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He swore to crimes of darkest hu6. 
Which made the oathof D— gl— s true. 
To those who fathom'd not the plot 
To make the ^ a second Lot ! 

ex. 
3ttt vows so monstrous and profane^ 
No noble breasts could entertain 5 
And L and all his. venal crew, 

Despis'd, uncredited, withdrew I 

CXI. 

Why was not toothless S--dl— y calFd, 
To make the, brow of lewdness bald. 
Why not required to tell once more 
His string of harmless libels o'er i 

CXII. 
Why was to him the boon denied. 
To gratify his spleen and pride ? 
. Why not allowed to breathe his tale 
Beyond the limits of a jail ? 

CXIIL 
His voice and energy divine 
Had stamp'd with verity each line> 
Had fix'd on rank a deadly taint. 
And prov'd that B— gl — s was a saint! 
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cxiv. 

Such tales he tells, as drive the blood 
Thro* the hot veins a boiling flood ; 
And, unsolicited, he swears 
The facts are sacreft. as his prayers. 

CXV. 

He might liave sworn, how Mistress C ' ■ " ■ e y 
With E~y's lord, in G— h Park, 
Met the boy William, whose dread name 
Will one day rule the lists of fame. 

\ CXVI. 

Two r — -1 footmen by his side^ 

Gave fuel to his infant pride ; 

And S ■ ' y might have sworn with truth. 

He look'd much like a r— ^1 youth.— 

CXVIL 

** Eh !" cried the shallow peer, aloud, 
** Whosfe child is this !'*^— the footmen bow^ t 
But from each tongue, confusion's leech 
Suck'd out the words, and stoj^'dits speech. 

CXTIII. 
Again the silly noble cried, 
•• Whose boy ?" The stammering men reply 'd^ 
". tVe know not where the credit's due; 
^ We might have asjc'd, my Lord, of you T* 
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, CXIX; 

Still undismayed by this defeat. 
His owil exposure to completef. 
His lordship questioned o'6r again. 
And gainM an answer stitl toore plain. 

dxx. 

tlut what this tlew reply expressed— 
And what the isstie of the jest, 
I may not mingle with ttiy -verse. 
Nor bid my guarded lay rehearse; 

cxxi. 

.The.eourteiatii with hearty mirth, 
Laugh'd at the story of the birth j 
And turnM with keen Sarcastic jeer 
Her arrows on the shieldless peer, 

CXXtf. 

Till, by her rigour, forc'd to yidd. 
The worsted peer forsoolc the field, 
Leap'd in his phseton, seized the reiri^ 
And hurried back to town again. 

cxxin. 

^ All this might boastful S — ^y sweaf 
And claim belief an ample share; 
Yet, pointless Would his arlrowsfall. 
Like pellai^ shot against a^ wall. 



Digitized 



by Google 



so 

GXXIV. 

No credit crowns a liar's word. 
By all men shunn'd, by all abhorred j 
His weightiest words no substance bear> ^ 
His charges buffet biit the air. 

cxxv. 

Hateful in age, as scorn 'd in youth, 
The jest of knaves, the butt of truth; 
A human parrott, or a pie. 
With all their gifts^ except to fly% 

CXXVI. 

Shall tongues like these knock virtue down. 
And drive a.P— — — ss on the town? 
Shall names by every crime debas'd^ ^ 

Depict a r-7— 1 mind unchaste ? ; 

CXXVII. 

Must we from jails and pillVies draw - 
The means poc^r innocence to awe? 
Make thieves the terror of the Court, 
And give them r ^Ity for sport? 

cxxviir. 
And what, tho* malice since hath said. 
That, when his " had read 

The secret Divan's, dire report. 
He shut himself from all his Court: 
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CXXIX. 
Gave loose to anger and to grief. 
And shut his heart against relief; 
No solace check'd his daily sighs. 
No nightly slumbers sooth'd his eyes. 

cxxx. 

Consigned to secrecy and night, 
For eyer shut from mortal sight ; 

Not even to the reveard, 

Th« dark proceedings were concealed. 

cxxxr. 

All this might malice say, and add. 

The issue drove the m — h mad, 

(Amidst her prodigies uncouth) 
For malice hath no tongue fpr truth. 

CXXXIf . 
But who will say th£^ rank and fame 
From malice shall receive its shame ? 
And who deqlare that truth shall bQ 
The victim of malignity ? 

CXXXIII. 

Who can the odious charge endure^ 
That terms his future Q impure ? 

Or credit that a pauperis son 
Should shake the basis of a throne ? 
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CXXXIV. 

He might gi^ well receive for trtttb. 
The tale wliich brands a love-bora youth, 
And implicates a r— p— 1 maid. 
In juvenile innocence array 'd^ 

cxxxv. 

He might attach to tender years 
Crimes fraught with penit^ace and ti3arg|^ 
And multiply a mass of care , 

For Britain's yqung and future heir. 

CXXXVI. 

Might ca$t a shadow o'er the suri^ 
Whose vivid course had scarqe begun ; 
Dim the first gem that cheers the isle. 
And stai^ her early nam/e with guiW, 

^ ' C3jXXV|r, 

Might, with his pestileiji^tial breatb;^ 
Infect the fairest flowV with death; 
Breathe on the Court a fell perfume. 
The mortal effluence of the tomb. 

cxxxym. 
No ! the black treasons/ foul ^nd fell. 
Shall Britain's angry sons repel ; 
Virtue, in their protection, steel'd. 
Find an invulnerable shield*-^ 
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cxxxtx. 

AUfce the mother and the child; 
Lov'dbut the mdre, th^ more reviled j 
Their homage and affection share. 
And flourish in the uation'3 care. 

PXL ' 

In vaiia shall Envy's arrows fly, 
f ntrigue. in vain her efforts ply; 
Blunted and brief^^ no shaft shaJl ^ound» 
Intrigue retread her barren round.—* 

exu. 

Where'er insidious faction steers. 
Breakers and shoals shall cause her fears { 
And where Conspiracy may stray, 
Pefeat shall intercept its way.-^ 

CXLIJ. 
With all theur subject vows in view, 
A gallant people, firm and true; 
Shall tear Seditions hydra down. 
And, fearless, r^ly round the crown. 

. CXLin. 
For who, ta loyally sincere 
To Scandal's tak^ will land his ear; 
. And, oa a weak and vague accuse, ' 
^Devote his tongue to vile abuse ^ 
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CLIV. 

No ! cherished in a Briton's breast^ 
All the sublimer virtues rest; 
Xiet this among the number blend. 
The virtue— virtue to defend. 

CXLV. 
Then should a S— dl— y, hateful name ! 
Endure the hard recoil of shame ; 
And, by the poignant sharp rebound. 
Gain, when he strives to give, a wound ! 

CXLVI. 
Then might a D— gl-^s fall at length. 
The victim of his spurious strengths 
Or rise, expos'd to public view. 
And thank the pillory for his due ! 

CXLVII. 
Then might Conspiracy's dark train 
Fly back to infamy again , 
Or roam unpitied, up and down. 
The scorn and censure of the town. 

CXLVIII. 
Then might a r — — 1 name engage 
The love and rev'rence of the age ; 
And that which dubious now appears. 
Shine through the mists of distant years. 
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GXLIX. 
Then prejudice would cease to find. 
Its passage to the candid mind : 
For wberesoe'er its steps might bend. 
Each avenue reason would defend* 

CL. 
And when the bard shall wake again 
The efforts *of his fitful strain. 
Oh ! may it be his lot to tell. 
How S— dl — Y and how D— gl-*s fell ! 

CLL 
How in Destruction's vortex hurrd. 
The jeer and hatred of the world. 
They glided down to infamy. 
And blast the spot on which they lie. 



THE END. 



PriiiMhu BMi/Wn^GQ. Oarlick SiU, IhanwStnct. 
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Still persecuted and revilM, 
By Ciesar^s stem decree. 
The Mother, parted from her Child, 
RobbM of her last felicity, r 
Beholds no ray to gild the future gloom. 
But courts the frieudly solace of the tomb! 
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Ten tlioisafid pillories f han*t chain my tongne^ 
It it 80 great a crime t<^ speak the troth* 
Because it harts a royal liame^ forsooth ? 
Arraign my oath^ ao4 pnt me to the test; 

Their anbelieffiiU soon should they deplore, 
ni neter shrink^ believe iqae^ from the flra : 
I'll prat« a w-— # or III be provM a liar I 
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ODE THE FIRST^ 



SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN. WRITTEN 
IN 1806. 



OhI ligneous remedy for crime^ 

Thou famoiis nostrnm of old Doctor Law^ . 
Resorted to in every time , ^ \ 

To keep consumptive wickedness in awe! 
PHthee, ho more into my dceuns in|ru4«( ; i i // 
Indeed, goodPiLioBT, 'tis vastly rud^l • ;. I , ^ 

Look at this neck, so exquisitely white^ 
An ivory magnet, ravishing the sight ^ 

At 
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Say, was that made thy wooden yok^ to grace? 
These lady-fingers, were they form'd to shew 
Their taper beaifties and their tips of snow 

In such a vulgar, vile, unhallowed place ? 
These cheeks which time has never dar'd to ravage, 
To meet the rough salutes of eggs and cabbage ? 



Forbid it. Heaven ! ioi\f^ loy,^y Venus, deign 
To ^sponge the black impression from my brain! 

Phantoms of carrots, turnips, eggs and stones. 
Potatoes, rotten mackVeX dogs, and cats. 
Carrion that every beast has nos'd, old shoes, old 
bats. 

Ordure of animals, ind puititi bbn e ^ i ^ :■ - ' 
Hentee,^ lft)?fVll shkt)ei! y^F^^^ let hi6 crave; 

Or tell me what the devW^j^ou Would haVfe ? 

lawn fii i^-'.^nhoAoi * '}/ho:i ,u" .><: - y- (..• > 

What ! 5#^t#4l^|iii?wfw:^e^imagpieVfiHhyf bW^ 
Indent a 4fsfif'Jaftii#wy^oar;Mi«ifdjahefefc? 

Ob 1 give me first the chilling kiss of death ! 
Shall brid^-bra^s. bruise 'me with repeated blows? 
And that vile, carrion violate my nose. 

Rise in my throat, ai|(i suffocate my breath ? 
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What I chip ine in the. stoop ! No, had I swore^ 
That every British '■— ? i^as ^ — r-i 



Gods ! would Sir S-^ — ^'s lips again have pressed 
Cheeks by dead cats and horse's dung caress'd? 

Or poor contented Major-General -^ — 
Would he have worn his horns with half such grsic^i 
With fashionable ease and smiling face. 

At once the pride and wonder of the ton ; 

K, when ne ask'd his little i^hare of bliss, 

' ' * ' ■*■ '■ . 

A pair of mangy lips received his kiss ? 

■ ' w' * ' '. ^ , ' ■ 

'Tis monstrous, shocking, horribly absurd, 
A vile, vile'caluranyi upon my. Word — 

To say or think tlie pillory and I 
Should ever lay our pair of heads together ; 
That I should stand, in spite of wind and weather, 

A sort of living gibbet to the eye ; 
A filthy scarecrow, like a farmer's moppet^ 
For every dirty boy and girl to pop at I 

Why, in Heaven's name, should I be sent to quod ? 
I spoke the truth, I did— « So help me, God i" 



■/ / 
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Bot royalty and rank must have tticir way^ ;, 
Buffers are not «o rery -scarce ! no, no ! , ?; 

They grow apace in ccmrtly soils, I trow ; 

{And at a nod or wink will swear away. 
White, black; green, red s blue, yellow ; or hlack, 

white; s . 

Ip short, that right is any thing but right I 

Tbus/tis, an honest lady's wordfforsopth. 
Won't, now-a-days, find currency for truth,. 

While any knave may swear away her troth;. 
And tho' my husband boasts of titles twain. 
And I fko iQommoa drab from Drury^anej 

Scandal, with lying tongue, assails us both ; 

Calls Sir " Cudcold ^** on me, cries out, 

"Oh! fiel 
" My lady Iks to M^car, and swears to lis r 

I would to God the P~-n5s were a man. 
Then brave Sir ^ rfiouid execjite my {^Wt 

And I might gain a pretty prompt redress; 
Bnt qfi^a male the iasnltdaM have giv^n^ 
No, not the boldest bdtiy «nid€r Heav'n 

Dare peep behind my secrecy's recess ; 
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If and I do romp a little^ sure 

. Tis no fit subject for a Caricature ! 

Wbat I art thou her^ again^ thou wooden vest ? 
.16 thy embraces may I ne'er be blest^ 

Bat rather run the gauntlet thro* mankind 1 
Sooner the roving Cyprian's fate be mine^ 
To reign in Pleasure's Hell the Proserpine, 

My charjois to every appetite resigned I— 
There» i^ldll my heart was sated^ mi^dit I revel>-r 
But to be bujB^'d by thee» would be the Devil t 

What^ if a, litUe spite did urge me ^n^ 
Did'nt her Grace belie me to Sir —«-., 

Because Sir ■' " chose to chtmge ubont ? 

And let me tell her, tho'she ranks so high. 
My charms, at any time, with her*s shall vie. 

And put her G— — n beauties to the rout i 
■■ shall see us naked, side and side. 

And, like the Trojan youth, the palm decide ! 

Yet, why should I this second trial bear? 
The crown, already won, 'tis mine to wear. 
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For me, the gallant knight forsook her Grace, 
Spite of her wanton leers, her amorous kiss ; 
StufTd to a surfeit with her sating bliss, 

Wfeary'd with gazing on her vacant face. 
And then, to be reveng'd, her H— — ss swore, 
Snatch'd up her brush, and painted me a ~— — ! 

*Twas but the likeness of herself she drew j 
And, ere half finish'd, she the portrait knew ; . 

Why then this fuss, because I chose -to tell . 

A P^ ss lov'd a frolic now and then, « 

Like other women, wish'd a change of men, 

And to their frequent pressure deign'd to swelh 
Natural effects, the weakest head must know, 
From natural causes uniformly flow. 

Pillory, accurst ! tormentor of my brain. 
What brings thy hideous spectre here again ! 

Spite of thy threats, I'll roar it out ; I jvill — 
ril swear it true ; tho' ev'ry beam of light ^ 
Darted a yawning pillory on my sight — 

'Till my revenge has feasted to its fill, 
ril bajJc the charge of lewdness on her Grace, 
And tell her falsehood to her very face. 
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I say Her - " * ^ ■ has been very wild^ 
Ayc^ and'the mollier of a lawless cliild j 

Shew me who dares a negative to swear! 
What care I if the public voice is loud — 
A lady bonii I soar above the crowd ; 

Alike to me their hatred and their pray *r ! 

Sir S knows she's like a butcher's wife; 

A lump of grossness, kneaded into life* 

V ^es have theff whihisies^ often iimes^ 

Which scandal always niagni&es to crinies : 

And, now and then, into their minds intrude 
Ideas vastly singular, God knows ! 
Which Chesterfield himself would sorely pozQ 

To call by any other name than rude ! 
What but a royal breath could thus respite-~ 
if p . ■ ' , you lie ! Your child will be a liar VI 

TTw i Iw^ifeirig indeed a cro^n ^Irkr, 
And scarce IcTsfihVto be tKe fiatfon's bilr j 

And hciii Well Ik'&icrd WS^ty vf ^^^fst 
Tis the fit birth-jright of the seed of K— s. 
To pbjint their royal words with venqm d rtmgUr 

And make each sentence tickle lil^e k tbong: 

B 
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Aud tliose wlio suffer, should the slander kiss^ 
Make their. best bow, and count the stain a him. 



For who'to live with rbj'klty could bear, 

That would not cork their feeliiigs ifrom the air. 

And bear, unniov'd, the sallies of abiise; 
The pretty tbngues of greatness must relax. 
Must, now and then7 imjpose a trivial tax. 

And let their overflowing fountains loose. 
When inclination springs, why should they fly it, 
And bur$t the bladder rather than untie it 

But Smart or Thelwall should devote a week * 
To teach her Grace of W— just how to speak ; 

For, lord ! her two-edg'd tongue, so sharp and 
picked, 
Cutteth up terms as slaughter-men do pork, * , 
In double-meanings skiird, and vulgar quirk,^ 

Turning m\ld words |to purposes, most wicked. 
In tru:fh, ljC£^^^7-Y-?s.b^.tha Qrrrrja twang, .,^ 

And:4g^j?flj<)ViV;Wl?P^J*?^Jyr t^'J/.f^^ S:.A 

I would have smoothed the a^ate of her tongue^ 

^nd taught her orthographic right and'wroiig, 

"Had she but. th rowii her filtliy brush aside. 
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Aye, I had never giv*n her failings breath, 
Biit kept her secret closely till my death, 
My fame and virtue had she not belied. 
But when h#H^-^3^iri^i'&^W down, 
J swore to blow her vii2§s-40Lthe town. 



Antf n6\^/Ay Vengeahce, surfeft tSfhfMi'^'^'^^' 
ril stick to what I've said^let come what will. 

Ten thousand pillories shan*t chain my tongue. 
Is it so great a crimcity ipeak^ truth, 
Because it hurts a royal name, forsooth ? 

May not a^P^-^ — ss how and then dd wrong? ^ ^ 
She basV afi!d'no\f thexv6rm sfhedar'dto vfdvifid; 
Shall%'ite the Todtthat trod it .to the giound. '- 

So now, gVim Pillory, thou fiend accurst, * 

* I fear thee not; come 6n, and do Ihy worst f ' " 

Thy viiibbdry threats shall fright no more;' 
Let those that would with thee m'y ileck'iiiv^sf,' 
Arraigii 'fby-oatft/an'd pat rtie to the te^tr '' * '^ 

Their utibelief full ^obn'^hduld they dfeplotef'* 
rU never shrink, telieve me, from ffie fire: ^>^ 
ril prove a w — — , or 111 bfe prbv'd a liar ! ' ^* 
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?T«Ajr.I art ^tbopher^aga^i^^ tCL.lir9f<i *crv^^ r 

A^pdOQgst tl^Cj q^njpje^ .^^9W of iny.hmm ^ 
Methoughjk^ a s^ret^^y^af s\n%p bad Jai(] t^^e.i^ 

And I should ne'er have seen thy face again. 
Curse on that p^on^^ous tyrant of the d^y^ 
That babblings pla^erproud> haughty Cvv -Aj^ 

Wfe939.opwte sing-song lulls the ear to sleep I 
What devil of hisluj^s .unclos'd the batches. 
And urg*d him to djsgjrace my name with patcbeS| * 

Ajp^d jmy f^^ijT chpaqter in ink to steep; 
Byheav'n! Sir^rrr^ wbf>. kpowf no paltry fear^ 
Shall lug the ^i^l^^9pu|fdife|'^. asses eair^ 
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Shall I the slaver of his froth endure? 

No, let him home, apd'iQmdhisfiUbyJ>^r4 
Or my Mwipe^sbaH soosx b;^ at: hij bftck^ 
And write revenge in in;9ny.a'hieftrty^th}i^apki^ 

A saIutatio;%JV>iiiely, but sincere 1: 
rU lieach the vulgar but^ G0d.h^l|ilHS;tpj^liier 
To iiQ^jn^y f^me the bwdw.oC' bis ^oog !. 
IJllli^lwbbiiftihoiiir t0 trHB»iloa lAdy^^^^^ 

Tho' other people he mi^ piiU to pie^oes^ 

And triumph o'er each carcase that he fleeces ^ 
E'gad be shan't make ducks and drakes of me ; 
No» by Saint George, for csdling me a trulh 
Sir — - shall perforate the puppy's sfcufh 



So, MfvPillpry, b^gflng, ad^uj 
I I\^Teiioii^ter$it9 trao§ap|twi^i^yowl 
So, prithee,. iasome;i^w.dir^ti9a^roa|i|i 
Go, fix your lancet in some other brain. 
For if yoi^ plague me with yoiif, cfijls ag€iii^ 
Sir — ^ shall se^ you, — 1*11 not be ,at home ! 
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Wtet, dbltf knave! blockhead^ idiot! wott*t yoir' 
flinch 5 ^ • ' :• : . i .< 

Not wag 'k fobt>-*not aitir a single inch ? 
What stand thus grinning m wy very face I ^ ^ 

MiFpbr df Imptideiice^ begone, Isaj^ •''- 

Out of roy sight, but of my house, aw^y ! - 
Th]^ Vej^y presence is a Vile disgrace ! : : 

Go to that Secretary knave that bade thee come, ' ^ 
And squeeze his' wbee^ng worlo^dul windpipe < 
dumb, ' ' ■ ; : . .• ' v'. '.;•'.• ^ 



Sir — nlSir-r--- this, Pillpry won't, go; . ! , 
I can't endure such insult^ dear, you k^otw ! 

Pray come and kick the wooden collar out \ 
Leave that vile C — ^— h alone a bit. 
And let that fellow W-^ -d and his wit. 

Doze an hour longer o'er theii* stupid stout : 
And pray, my spoiisey, come ahd take my party 
Or this viie Pillory will break my heavt. 

Ha ! Is it fled ? Then now, my dear Sir ; — -^ 
Ptt your new whiskers and mustachios on s 
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SendC — —:-5h to chatter io. j-he laoQn^' vi; .. ' 
And that vile porteNman. aa ugly looa. 
To sell his mixture in the milky way ; 
But don't come back, my dear Sir , iinlois 

You Ve sent *em both beyond the Styx to mess ! , . 
He's gone ! he*s gone! indeed the scheme was well 

done; . 

So now, to hatch new lies to puzzle E^-^n ! 



Oh Christ! it comes again ! What shaHl db?' 
Will no one save me from this bugaboo ! 

I would abuse it, but abuse is vain: ' i ^ * 
Then prithee, Pillory, come a little nearer. 
And let me see thy figure somewhat clearer; 

Come now, to reason with thee, I would fain; 
If th'oA dbst long thy spacious pouch'to cram, ^ 

Why riot go pay a visit to the throng, /^ ^ 

Who falsely swore m^ evid^ce was wrong, 1^ "^ 
Sander, Fitzgerald, and young Williani'sdiaAf^ 
Lord ! they deserve your g^ipe,' indeed, they <it) ; 
But I, ^ou kiioiw, am ianoceiit fend ffuef > 
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A pretty lylb^. pi^ijdr^d ti^ibe, 1 tj-bwl 

Aye, aye, my friend, they well cleserre yomr 
squeeze. 
t^l clasp 'em tigHt; attd, perjuries ta check, 
B^ak every parasitic scoUndrers neck, 

And grind ^ir tongues to powder, if you please ! 
Twill be of lasting service to mankind. 

To rid the world of such a sctirvy groupe ; 

A mean, unprincipled, subservient troop, 
To.^very object but their interest blind I 
Mankind wxmld deck thee witiithe mural crown. 
For purging thna^the sewers of the town. 



Kaw, take a friend's advice, and, |>ritbee, gox 
Don't $hake thy wooden head at me^ no, no ! 

Off, wretch ! ope not thy ItoothlesSvjawsat me. 
I spoke the truth I I never falsely sworel 

I »ay shei? 'the --^ is a ! 

, A lump of lewdness and of letchery ! 
Oh ! if Sir -— ^ wa§ liere, thou ugly ape I ^ . 
Thou durst not then expand thy throat and gape ; 
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What, wcmld'st thw have n^ put my titled heed 
Where bawds have stood before the pubUc eye^ 

Where swindlers vile, and Sodomites, have fed 
The appetite of curiosity ! 

No, get along f I never will, I swear. 

Be tied and muzzled like a dap;eing bear. 

Lord, phantdm<»feilow ! thoti art very low, 
A high-bred lady to eml^arrass so. 

And tr^ to frighf a wom^n^s wits away I 
Who gave fhee liberty, thou ^end possess*d, 
To come arid pfay the devil with my rest ? 

Where didst tliou gain thy impudenciSe ? I say. 
Ill get some second W-^le to impeach tliee ; 
Or a new system of bebavioui^ Ceach thee. 

Oh ! how my little heart would letfp atrd bouAdy 
To see that snivlling Sec. turn round and round,* 

Decked in thy pinching neck4;:erchief of wood V 
To see the scum and refuse of the mob 
Aim their vile missiles at his noble irotr ; 

All Putrefaction's base trmiumber'dbrooii^ 
And, at his back, to see that would-be Sea. 
For once incU^sehis s^ unbendtng neekv 
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The fondling herd of cabb&ge^temt to greel j 
tord, 1 shbtfld die with raptttrfe, I declare,. 
" Aloft, incumb«it, on the dusky air,*' 

To view these orators overlook the street. 
For once I'd steal the dress of Thames-street jade. 
And pay the rascals off in masquerade ! 

To call ine perjured and forsworn, forsooth. 
Because I dar'd to speak the naked truth! 

And would not stoop fictitious tales to tel). 
To save her R— — H *s good name. 

Tales, which myself alone had brought to shame. 

As my Lord Justice says— r" false, fame Af 

HELl*!" 

ft 
I would not form toy mooth to swear such things^ 

To. ptene th« nieees of ten ^ousand k — > f 

Sif .^^-intttiMI never Uke aoe if I did, 
Kor. what's <tf greater notment, dcarSr 

So, Mister FiUory; r<^«» yoor §rm j 
Tis xiobeo<Mmog ki yon, lefc me say. 
Where'er I move, to pop aeross iay way,^ 

As thonvh'I 'wasimiwMtfmr ini^ } 
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Fooil «• ytmmteei t«siiifc» y dn may rae it- 
Nay^ if my tpouse wt§ here» you dorst not do it, ' 

— - ' ^^ 

No, my Marine's a man of courage bold, 

And sery'd a fine apprenticeship at Apre; 
He never trembles but when struck with cold, 

And fears no en'my but ^n undertaker. 
Then to his warmth 'tis foolish to add fuel, 
For bc'^ a very devil at a duel ! 
I would not stand in W 's shoes, not I, 

For all his porter and his butts, to boot ; 

Nor would I be poor Q .. hV surtoijt, 
JPor all the riches underneath the sky 5 
Ere either of the doks can turn and level. 
He'll give them both a passport to the devil I 

The Po^; will have tke doebin tO'mqrro^-^ 
€i We^ive the news with much unfeigned sorrow, 

« That that enlightened Minister of state, 

^* The godlike C ^h, alas, to tell ! 

" In an affair of honour^ last night, fell, 

" The pitied viclwaof ajriyatt hate. 
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" Like Perceval's, his talents were bis own, * 
•* By foes beset, bejst lov'd where little known/' 
And then the venal journal will proceed — 

" And that vile barking brewer too, 'od rot him ! 
•* Next fought and felK It had been well, indeed, 

** If D — -s, twenty years ago, had shot him." 

Lord, how delightful 'tis to cause such strife. 
And make fopl man so prodigal of life. 

What now ! what now ! the Pillory again ! 

Upon my conscience, sirrah, TU not bear it! 
Thou art no company for me, 'tis plain. 

For who deserves the gibbet, ought to wear itf 
What wert thou made for, bo<?by ?— Prithee, say ; 
To shut out truth for ever from the day. 

That the foul crimes of night should not be blown 
Or (O most comely piece of elm) 
The sons of lies to overwhelm. 

The perjurer's broad and elevated throne ? 
Wert thou for vile abandoned man designed. 
Or for a bugbear to' weak womankind ? 

Thy visage frights me not, tbpugh grim and gruffi 
My heart is tried, invulnerable stuff; 
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Ko childish weakness can to me claim kin ; 
I rule an Amazon at home^ 
And when in danger*s haunts I roatn. 
The lion's soul concealed in woman's skin ; 
So pray, good piece of wood, no longer teaz^ me. 
Your coarse lU-manners are not formr'd to please 
• " me* ■'."•'-■ ■'- 



But faith!: here, comes Sif -rrr-i apd now, gpo4 

I hopets there's human blood upon bjs 3 word. 

Wraith on his brow, a^d murder^iahis. j^y^ 1 
But zounds ! his forehead look$ as smootji ^ gk^s 
Hast thou. not. fought them ? Spqak,. tl^pi^; horned 
. ass; . . w ■ ; . '' " 

Which of the three cow-hearted fools turn'd shy ? 
Oh! I shall burst with spleen I what, no blood 

spiird! 
No fight to talk about i no magpye kilfd ! 
Oh ! fie, Sir ,you are a cruel elf; 

And care but little for my name ; 

Nay you would blink while villains blot my fame. 
Rather than stand a bullet-mark yourself: 



Digitized 



by Google 



39 



Not figbt ibdeed! Tben there jou migjrt; bair^ 

stood. 
And can'd the- alieakwg cowards iill Hmy would. 

What with this curbed Piilory and yon. 
From mom to night Tin always in a stew ! 
Butpray, good spouse, now go alongand roast 'cm* 
In every elegant hotel. 
Paint the two rascals black as hell^ 
And in large flaiping letters post *em I 
And you too. Pillory-monster, go, I pray; 
Gt, ttsit N€vga*0 or some othier gaol, 
i^omie poor, nnbappy, devil Uiere assail. 
Only from me just keep away. 
And when I find I must be pair'd with yoiv 
J'll send and court you with a hUkt-dfrnx / • 
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PILLORY'S Pl^YER. 



• < M<< 



I. 



tl UBGE8 and Juries^ at whose betki 

Ready my tollar always stood. 
To grasp the needy villain's neck 

With stiflf-starch'd neck-kerchief of wood— 

For seven long years IVe had my eye 

Upon a titled lady's charms; 
For her IVe heav*d the frequent sigh. 

And long'd to claap her^ in fl|y armsi 

III. 
Oht she is dearer to my sights 

Than all the tribe I e'er embraced i 
I paiit t0 see iter neck of white 

Within my wooden boimd'ry i^e'4 
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Oh ! I would grasp tte iHy^ound, 

With all a lovc^i extaqr ! ' 
Tho* at my faead» with crashing sound, 

Lcigions of addled eggs might fly — 

Tho' turiiip^toprand cabbage sialk, 
And putrid fish* opposM, should greet 

The refuse of each private walk. 
The cleansing of each public street — 

VI. 

Tho* from Saint Giles and Billingsgate, 
From Saffron-Hill and Drury-Lane, 

A host of Amazmis should wait' 
My glowing ardour to restrain-^ 

VII. 

Tho* all the pmstitutes andJews 

Tliat tranqi the streets at morn and nighty 
From dir^ iioimdsditch and the^stews/ ' ^ 

In one broad fihalaiix «lloiild« miite-*-^^' ^*^ 
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Ydt would I not relax my sqiiee^^^ 
Nor from the hug of rapture rove; 

But strain my utmost pow'rs to please. 
For she is wortliy of my love. 

ix. 

Oh! she deserteik fny closest kisSi • 

And I will tfot forgetful be; 
Thenhaste^ oh! haste, sweet hoiir of' bliss, 

And giv6 thfe titled fair to me* 

I know the motley countless tlirongSi 
By envy urg'd, will breed a riot. 

Assail us both vrith noisy iongueis. 
And givetny charmet ample diet 

xi. 

I know the mob witl growl an^ sweaf^ 
Thfif I the fevor*d wight should be. 

That they the dear embrace can't shari^< 
And toiish her throat as weU as sM. 
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My arms shall shelter her (torn death. . , , .^ 
And beac'heor J*w/ the i:^ble> st;nfej ^^ .^ 

Their squeeze wpu^^ V^ ,^ 

And robiieroftlie gem of lifpf ^^ < * 



I wish to train her in ray gc^,^. 

Truth to diacrimin^ttsfipn} liesi 
The fur^ ^f her wf^lh to rjjjf^ : - 

And how, in veii|^ea|icejr tjo fe^. ^|^, 






I wish to teach what I have taught . r 

A thousand wjtless fooisi <xefor€{^. ^ 

Who to my rostrum haye l^een ^jighf^^ . ' 
To swell theji: w&dqw's scanty ftojtftr^ t^^- 



XV. 



That malice oft defeats its aii^^j . 
That perj ry ^as no^adyocat^; 






::i. .. ;- "f'^-flT' - 



Fertile the first in guilt and shame ^ 

Ine last, m universal hate. . ' t^ * 

> • .;;;i, >w ily.r j,i J.-'>i.:i ;,:. rbt,*^ bah 
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Male knares tlitfiV il^«^ijr t»U%^'^,^ ' 
. Aceaseks»|Dc«9isir2(i?ittjrsIii^^^ ' ' 
Bot rarely bdUik IH^ jdyonSd^^'' 
That makes a «d^e«EiiiS fbi^ M^ '■^■■'^ 



■■K 



< •) . i 
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And still more txi^, s^i itilltA^ $V^^^ 

The luck j iiibfti t!)fat tiHtt^ td ^)^ 
To lift above the croMr<faditi'^tf, 

A dst6i«f of titikd «figirf^. 

Xong have I been possess'd— oh, shame ! ._. 
. By a mo^t vile, plebeian race;, ., , 

I long to gain a xiobler name, \ , ^ 

And rise above the mean disgrace. 



XIX. 

Lord! I could trace' my family thro' 

An endless line of ancestry; 
Without a heraW^s aid, Itrow, ^ 

To illuminate my pedigree. 
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And if from ancient line decicended. 

As fashion wifely doth decree, 
Tl e Pillory-race may well be blen<}ed 

With nobles 4>f the first degree. 

A nd there fire nobles, by my trptlu 
Whose visits | have always dreaded; 

A nd yet wlv>se reverence for an oath. 
Oft makes me think we shall be WHsdde^^. 

XXII.' 

^nd there are spmc^ in number sma^^ ^ 



Of men who boast a noble race< 



;« 



Whom I should blush my chupas to ca^I, . . . ;? 
And count their Iriendship ^ d(isgr|ice. . 



i: 



xxiii% 
I^or I am proud ask well .as they, . 

And I am stiff and upright too. 
And I, unshrinking, f^oe the day-*- 

But this is morrdianilify^aatdd;^ 
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Sttt, apropos I why should not J;' "r ^ 
Who every day am: bored with oaeQi^ 

Sometimes fort&male visits sigh) 
Aod long for ladies now and then? : 

X can respect a woman's charms. 

As well as other blockheads can s 
Can clasp and hug hex glowing charms^ 
. With all the iSidiergy of man. 

Then» judges mieei^ and juries goods 

Oh ! listen to my ardent prayer ! 
Scorn not yonr faithful slave of wood. 

But bless me with ^is ladyfairp 

Masters I I mean the titled d&me, ^: 
Who, to her patroness nntruei "^ /> l"^ 

Alikeof honor and of shame, ^ : >j\ 

Reckless, a R>w^vGyp#iani9di(eWci\i> : iii 



•XI' 
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Utmtyinwn, »^^^«1? might hjushr v . ^ ^,^ 



/if 



The ¥icc§ of a friend to tell ; 
JifaUe, Tile Perjury held the brus1>, \y 

And dipp'4 it in the ini; of hell. . # 

XXIX. 

Then bid bet swift atonement pay, 

A penance suited to her sin ; ^,^ t 

To wash the spot* of guilt away. 

And second purity to win. * ^ 

Send hep to me, and swift 111 place her 

High on my eminence of lame ; 
To herd with mi? Wilr ttot 8i#gfi"ad« httr^ ^ 

Kooted and i\peted fe h«)E' Unite* ^ > ' 

'' '' ' }ricxi.'" ' " ' ■ ' ' ""■■ '"'^ 
A little hourwitfi iKe Woufdf ieiid ' ^"^^ 

To remedy her ailii{g:mtQBd ; 
Advice and p|i|i|sh^lKt wo^jM ble^d— ^ W, 

©iet severe with j^iss most kind. • / - 

Sirvy^ pale demon from her soui 
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ffuiit baleful passion from its hive. 
And hatred's morl^r host controulT , ^ 

Seiidhertot9#|.4f«j| vfil} r»i«^ ; i o^ ; I 

The lore of ^fillf^o4 Jrf9» JMr iMr«%^ ; % 

Will turn each snivelling ineanness ottt» 
And give her t^^i^j^p |ar, JtrMtb^ 4 iiMlf. ^ : 

: , : .; . . : ■ xicaBiir. : • -^ r ' m f. ^- 
One single hour with.m^^X wot^ X 

Would stftoip.itjiaitingiiiipnss. on her ;^ ii. / 
An impress not to be forgot j 

An antidote t# vUe 4i?honovr« : ^ I » 

Then to my cettus let her atobpt ^ ' 

And I my strong isuppcirt will lend her 5 ' ^ 

Vndaunted by the mob V#itr-hoop9 
For nought shall harai my tmt offender. '^ 

wrevi. 
The miilUles fraught with veiuge^pce fell. 

Which sphe miay level at her heid f 
My callous bosom sfaaltr^pil^' * 

And drive them baek from wltence they spe4* 
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But Wh^r clieek&no iongfi displajr. 
And let her come without a hoop $ 

For soon the roug6 wouM meltawayV 
And finery ill becomes the stodp. 

xxxvur. 
My potent medicine, snowy white. 

Shall like a new-Iim'd ceiling bleach her ) 
Lessons, indelible^ of right. 

Will I,, her wise insiractor, teach her* 

XXXIX. 

•• Let not the Pillory ask in vain,** 

With clamorous tongue, the people cry-^ 

l*hen bid her stand, to ease oiHT pjftii)^ . 
A gilded scarecrow to the sky. 

Judges and juries make n^e blest^ : . . 

Turn not your tardy ears away; 
Ctaut your Petitioner's request^ 

And, as in duty bound, hell ever pray. . 

THEBN». 

" >f imi* »y HMrtrtin and gey fang, Gftrtick>lim, Thmm-Uitti. 
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DANGERS OF A Q- 



■N. 



a Cale <w tie iXuiDnnnM. 



By peter PINDAR, Esq. 



Thanks to the stare that rul'd great C- 



-e'sbirtb^ 



Mhe still remains to ornameat the earth ! 

Down OD yonr knees, ye scurvy-fac'd carmadgeoos, 
Ife gmmbling discontented race of Bitll, 

Roar out tbaoksgiTings, do, ye famish'd gndgeom^ 
And blest the Fates that sa^r'd the R ^1 tculU 
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R- 1, DISASTER. 



Not of Achilles* wrath, nor Ilion's fate, 

Nor yet the Louse that lick'd the monarch's platCi 

Descends the bard to dissertate in^versie : 
Of times more awful— ^more terrific scenes*-*- . ^ 
The midnight perils of the best of Q— s, 

Tis his the mighty subject to rehearse. 
No theme so y^st to Pindar's strains belong; 
Puerile to this was Homer's pompous'jstdngt 

A 
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What are your foreign Q s , so trim and gay, 
That rise and fall a dozen in a day ? 

Pests to the breed, and stigmas on the name! 

Give me a liege, like C — : «, choice and rare, 

That, after two-and-fifly ^ears of wear, 

l^^y still,, lijce Sahn0n.*s waic-work, loo|c the 
sapie, ^^ 

A If^e, who y^4s ^ W«ptre^i^ her mu^ ^ 
yet saves her candle-ends to huy her snuff! 



And llisav'n well Icnows bow much wc stind in 
need 

Of some good soul to save our candle-ends^ 
And seti:N^|)atterhsQf epanemyi \.."i'l 

^en let us shcmfc-^ V God. faleas Her M^r-rrr^f 

The first of 'sovVeigns, and the Jbest of fi^iesdsi 
Andmulttply ^^e^h thp G • ^ >'x ^- tf i breed I' ■ 



Thap^ss PJ^ ;?l^3 that r«l'd gre^t C— -^r-^'g 
^hp still rem<|in»tQ ornafpeiit the eartb ( 



Digitized 



by Google 



9 



l)ttWii <fti yftul* fen^s; ye sdurVy-lac*a ciimiud- 
geons^ '•* • 

Yd g^iiAibliii^ di^6bntelited raCfe bf BtJiiV ' 
Roar out thanksgivings, do, ye fkmish'd gudgeons^ 

And btess the Fates, which say 'd the iv-:i^ f cull ][ 
Go, tell your wires, and let them tdl their b/ats 
To throw aloft caps^ handkerchie&> and hats^ \ 

'Aid 4hattnt thie praise of B-^ken— f and M«y*r, 
To t<fic^ thb Imbe, just reieu'd- froinf the pkp. 
And conqing lessonsr on its mother's iap» 

To link ,the precioiis couple in its pSrd.y *r i 
That i|ay :d the gloiy of the B— ^h cowt, 
And clajq^i'd the waistcoat on poor D — ^np--^t ! 

Oh ! 'twas a mighty deed 1 — Not Joan of Arc 
Placed in such jeopardy St. James's fame» 

She never beat three heroes in the darki 
No midnight emprise gilds her fading name I 

Then, would the PHvy Council give permission. 
And grant us all a legal lK>liday, . [prayi 

How wouki we flock to church, in drowds, and 

And wage most holy vm against sedition $ 
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How ^nmld wt shake j^ur faeadb^^ 

groan, 
That^dang^rjshould have stroirdso near the l;h)f^e. 

For,.wbat 4lieideuce should dai>gerdo at ciburf ^ 
viWhy nbticctafi^icitself'tomcanier sph^es? • 
And not ihake^aofed W-^^^-?— its sport, ( i ' C' i 
% And broalc-rts fHghtful toties in B^--^6airf ? 
Lord] 't|s aching which Pk-oviden^idesigo^-dt oV 

To weafiaifmJtianjackct-or afrock; J' Ho^> ' ' 
At hnnjl*^ cafoms for a j^b to4cftocfc,-fii 1 *>1 
Andnotloteaae the'sov 'reigns of raankttid; * 
Then hoBprthfe'devil: dares it^sbew its facft[i^-' ^ - 
Where R— — -Ity hath sanctified the place? 

Could I fiftntrol a council wise a^ ours, , > :« i 
. Or eke ?i..pjwUjfcftj,e»lk so vasitlyrclever,^ 
I' d dj;iv|3 the^ sqargkHiotich from W-— if 'si tow'rs, 

Andh^iiihitifx<?»!;Bi:ijbishsh^ ^ 

But lord, our ministers, just Uk^.thermoon,; I ^ 

Chaage, th^ir lyjistfjajdy ?oursC[s ey'^ day, . : ? 

Eat, dr4nk,;aii4 jest th^r^ai^^el^ lives ai^^ ' 
Dreaming from night to night, and noon to noon. 
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No vigor theiY$p-i^|>rop£tU ,,1 

Their only g^s^^ P^^^^fA 'M^^^^ i :, of 



Okce on a time, a i^oyal^aEltie '^ > ' -^ '^ * - v :i 
(The g:ttarMisprite'tlMM>WaJte ': 

Had just stcipl^'a out,. s6fiife puppet-Uhoi^ tb^fcfe,) i 
Had strgtcVd lidr' dear Illustrious ffyikt^ ' 

(Whiter, ^i^ wt^n, than t*tefifie shetets she lay in^ 
Yet chili aiirf^has^ter ^n tlob itf cfaaitv ^ ^^^ 
i;iiat jtendB iu g\lttentkg\imk4>n Diaa's fatoej • 

And ftialbei^tl^jp slijrine too cold for Ibrc to stay in)-* 
Where, canopied with- g^Wj^Uhfe dowiiy bed 
Shrank from the touch of her Anointtdheitd;-* 
In other rhyme, "^ 

The spouse of C«sar had retired to rest^ 

Uke a lorn linnet in hei; lonely nest^ , ^ ^ : 
While yet tfee nigl^t was in her prin)^: ./: ;r 
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The 'watchftif B— ken-^fTiairf ikx/d ^ich door. 
To guard bef R^^^^t lii^sttess ^dm siitf rise ; ' 
Morpheus had elapp'd his padlock on their eyes. 

And each responded to the other's snore; 

With strains, in harmony^'s best garment dight, 

Cheering the dull and drowsy ear of night. 



Sweet and unhroke t\^ £U-4r sjeepti . i WP^n^ \ 
S\x(^^ X9\fnnofimfeja^^, peace \i^^ ; 

FoirwaQt^m<rdgsQf>^H«f€^^|^a4c^^^ ^ 

And tell the melting jstgry of itfwrofi^ J ■ 

Uphaekiiwi vA the d»tk iMijguet c^f ppi^r i 
To her no secret cQuiacil9 ow0jtlieiF bifth^ 

* Hey*s was the ta A taya«/er/orcijr^^^ 

And deck with flow'r$ her ^4r^V^«<gW4^b©w'r^ 
!%e ]taught her Sitnu^ shun the harlotV H^ 
For the pure treasures Qf eonnuUal bliss ! 



llien sweetly such a dame might sle^p. 
When guilty soul9 would watch and Weep— * 
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For hasty* iitc^ aiidhorndBcw^^ .^ 

Scattered at once the B— r-r-l dreaanSp : „ i 
Apd fear a^d woe, . :_ _ 

In one short moment most gigantic grown> . 

KickM the poor God of Poppies from his throne! 

!rhe chaste Lucretia felt not more alarmsjf , 

When. lustful Tarquin grasp'd her loyely <:harms; 

Not greater horror feels.th' unguarded maid» 
"Who, left to keep her master's stote» 
Hears midnight robbers break the dooff 

And shrieks^ but shrieks in vain for aidr* ' 
Not with more dread the wakeful felon hears^ 
The voice of Townsend bawling iji his ears— 
Than that which seized Her M— — , God bless her! 
And.€hain'd the witi of B— ken-^-fi her dresser!, 



Two chamber-pots stood empty on a shelfj 
This form'd of porcelain stuffy and that of dietf; 
These in her hfrnds the furious dresser way'4« ; 
And as the frighted Q— 7?" ^*y *^V^f , 
Apd hid her face beneath the rugi^ 
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Her fierce defender evVjr daiigef braV*dl 

*• Oh ! B— ken— f, btt fihn, be ttii^r^ - ; 

Her trembling M—^-^ exclisiim'd 5 • - ' 

And then, as of her cowar^ce ashamed. 

Popped out her head, her B— ken— ^ to vieMT* 



• ^* Fear not, my liege, who dares approach your bed, 
" Shall have a porcelain nig'hi-cap Tor his head!'* 
** l^orcelaih !'* the s-*v*r— h shriek'd, and rais'd 
her eyei5. 
With much of* delicate surprise. 
, But \frhen she saw the China pot upraisM, 
The R 1 brows contracted to a frown— 
•* Gods, woman V* cried Her M ^ , amaz'd, 

^''I would nirt lose that porcelain for a crown! 
^ Put it away! go,"Tiidc it from my sight, 
«* And take the earthen one I us'd to-night !** 



Twas saving of Her M—^—^, I ween, 
' lo give the 'wasteful B — ^— — -f a trimming, 
F4w wodld have bfeen so priideni as the Q 



^ut chcise a fracture'rather than a swirb^ing. 
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Mo&trpcopkr vrdtxVi faihae thabk'd sa ^ue m friend^ 
Nof thought ibcmt a rpaltry piece, of cl^y : 
Not^a Jler M**— ^yr wka, sooth to say^ 

Doth seldopffom her lofty rank descend^ 
^ ^ AaMy fteling as a € 1 ■ ■ » » ■ should do. 
Who ke$ps eeonomy in view. 

Had much preferred, that B_ken — f, God wot. 

Had b^eiudt^ember *d rather than like pot ! 



Scarce had the palsie d B— -ken— f obeyed. 

And placed the pot beyond the reach of danger, 
'Eire^'fiercer shrieks their troubled ears dismay/d. 

And louder cried the rude mysterious stranger, 
•--** Itl have redress— I'll have revenge — I will; 
* «^IVe borne my injVies long enough. Heaven 

krfowsP^ 
The #6rds were fojlow'd by repeated blows, 
Loud as the thund'rings of a linseed mill. 

Stroke followed Stroke, resounding more and more. 
The hinges heav'd, and crack'd the groaning door^ 

Frantic with l^ear,^ the Q*?,! ^ ttprose^ 

And huddled on her clothes, 
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$ft«'d fm «. 6Mi4ldbNc iirhidi itood motft m^r » 
Her oUier hasd a shtniog poktf ikcVd r , 
TtHis woii'd her iacredfNirito to proteet. 
She irtood trtnmidQtif, mth(sdfe«MT*$rean 
Pots^ 8ted, kfad ^Uver , fibtt^'d thro' <tfe i^Ml^ 
An^ cast a fearful horror round the ttamf 

^ Whai is it, »-kefe^f ?" tlie id^^ei^n ssliJ^ 
And half advanced her G » ii ■n head. 

putting her royal li|i0 to^tnlgar earl, / * 
^ No vile consph*acy, I hope, no Pdpisb ptet I*' 
wm'i No,ma*am,'' «aid BUkeih-«f > and wav'd ea(% 
pot; 
<« My gracious mistress, lianisb all your ftart; . 
*^ if 'Iwas the Pope, I'd craqk his monkish p^tp^* 
^' And send him roaring to St Peter's gate. 
•* But lord, my liege, Pm satisfied 'tis noman^. 
" For, by the voice that sounds so wedk, 
*' Whene'er the creature strives to speak, 
^ ril swear it is a woman I" . 

Koiw^ hid bur fefefiious^-,.^ 

tike faitolTBoAWcU bien, ; 
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No doubt she i<fO|dd b»e tenish'd aB fatrdrts^^ 
Have allied forth 49 meet titt duuoetesf 

' creature,' ' 
With a kind NeHvefme prepared to treat }ier» 

And kne<^dit1ie cflM^lestu^-eboitf tor bend* . 

Tbkmight^vedoneiMMWlMitt<^redy€^afig9^ * 

Aefore the eterlii^ vortbvof >Qr<--^9» wm$ lififtvm^ 

When few obeyed/ but most deipi»'d the 

throne, / 

But not in iuch an age as this-^no^ no ! 

And well, indee4» our gracious S r*^ knew i^ 

So» very wisely, offered not to do it 



BoifeDiC£A was of i^glish birtht 

And thus, of coarse, of very little worth-- 

Oor present Q-^"^- from X r A loins de* 
scended: 
And who will dare lipid argumenti 
That she from foreign climates sent. 

Deserves not best to be de|f<mded ? 
She was most prudent to keep out of danger. 
And let some meaner hands attadk the stranf«« 
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Nq^ ftt from iuahiQg to tharifira^y door»- 

^ Ckae«croiich'd tlie Q«^ — t- befaiiid f be dre9i9er*s 

rump; 
Renting, btrpcdcer crutch ii|ioli the floor, « 
Heaving a gi4>aD at every noisy thudip I 
" Ob, B— fceto^fi*' said she, •* forsake me n9tV\ 
^ No, ma^toy^ said B— keft-f, and shook-^ch 

•'pok::> a . \ , ;, ^. .^ 
— <* Dear B— ken— f,'' said she, " the Court will 

praisiQ,youi , . 

, ,** And if you bijing mesafel^r through, 
« ni tell you^ Becky,^what I'll do, , 
*' To some high post, depend upon't, I'll raise you/^ 

Low curtsied Becky ; when, oh! §addi^race. 
Sudden %e ^earthen vessel slipped awry. 
And. cast its store on sawed M— ?-*-> 
Trickling in torrents down the Rrr — 1 face ! 
^^Poh, filthy brute]" the , dripping Ci-r-*Tr^; ex- 
claimed: . ♦ \. 
And Becky lobk'd.niost wopd'rously ashajoa'd^ 
'* JPiardoh, iny^liege," said she,^ and stopped, ^ f 
Antdolown upon her knees she droppjd-7, ^ . ,;^ 
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/While thf fieree^ dKseoiiQiit<^ 
Snatdi*d up a damask napkin frooi th^ tablei ' 
And rubb'd away as &st*as she was able^ 

To mali^ her lU-^^^l fisage sweet and dean. 

IScarce had poor Becky drppp'd upon the floor; - 
When louder still the dismal knockings grew» . 
, And^ su^en, from its conquered hingeaflew 
The outer door. 
Her M , forgot her face. 
Up from her knees the suppliant Becky rose, > 
Andrpois'd again the pots in air, 
** Ma!am,byyour sacred self, I swear, 
^ To hurl a speedy vengeance on your.foes^ > 

** And wipe away my late disgrace*" — 
«* True, Becky, so you must T' the Q ■ ■ " ■ 
returned; j, , j - 

And Becky's spirit with new ardor burn'd, ^ > 

Now at the inner cioor th' assault began : 
\ Heavens !" sobb'd the flurried S— v— n, I 
. , must die !'* 
And then Her ^ y began to cry, 

And calculate how short might be her span: 
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/ 

And fliUtbCH'e hQiaiff€»>g^^ 'tte rwr/ 
•• ril bnfce tbe danger P Hecky efieds \ 

And ventur'd just to Uke a lodk 
At ^her pale iuiBtresd> shivering by her' side : 
Hoping h«r mfrtress might be pl&as^d to say,-^ 
*♦ JTo, Betky, don^tj Td rather 7<>u sioiild stay T 



Somefadvr the i^-'^*-*- mistook her lesson i 
And quick retreating tiaokwards to the bed^ 
tn tones scarce audible she faintly said—^ 

**®6, Becky, go j but put your moraing-^dress 
onV ^ - ' 

Becky loolc'd wild with wonder and dismay, • 
Then wip'd her eyes, and struggled to' obey. 
** But, ma*am," said*^Becky, in disordered tdhe. 

.** Well, said the Q — : — > ** what now ! what now ! 
^ •• I almQstTear,"„said.Becky,---^Vma*am, 1 yow^ 

** To leave your sacred M « alone !** 

^ Don't mind me, Becky/' q uick the Q. r^p^y 'dj 

** I*U creej^ beneath ttie coverlet, ^nd tide !" 
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And here tgua how friidle)it:w}ii^l|.4«M«M V 

To move 1^ saf|fly.«^^-4a9i|^rV^a|r* : 
To ^hqa tile boiajr fiOtitf«t>.|jl««mjr M9«e«. .' 

Poor Becky thought #9t |hui» I ^ow» .. 
For with DMrt dilatory :<faMf ^ ; 
D^ 0h«nai )ih« ^<^6t'd :^om tf)^ iMN 
With gf Qc« a»d iq^kftt ItodioiMly slotr i . / [ 

Prayiag i»^t £lry&i^I^ that H^ar^u w^Mld akfei .. 

Some fateftililarii tipoA thealulei^aiit''S hetidr . 

But yaiii were Becky's prayVa and tears^ 
liepeated blows impel her to the door ; 
Shegrasjpsthekey, but cdhquer'd by bfeif ffearS, 
Thrusts it *5lde,^^ dtbps it oh thfc flO(J»^ ; 
Cluick itoA h^t brow thefeat^-^diraWn glbbiit^ft breakt 
Mix with her tears and trickle dowriTier "^cheek, 
Ag^n with tren/biiflghftnd she trieK,— 
Backiat her touch the piltettt ftstenitog ikfei ; 
The ifttfgr btd^rtc stiAdi nnclOi'd, 
And to her seeking;- fey«. 
That d^^ l^l^oiid th« do6i« t6 |i^» 
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Ariwtttififlreiiaiedecstacjf • * 

BuK* from ti» ni*ted miiid. 
For 'twas no second &/fe> that itoodtB*re, 
Big with' the gloomy purpose of desjiair* ji- " ' 

"So Hatjield, &red by Ivkatofy^'^ 
Resdv'd the R— — 1 bfeing lo invide ;— 

No midnight burglarii-iftO pevengefiil chtiri— 
Fir'd by the memory of his wrongs, I we^n* 
And breathing retribution, brav'd his Q-*-?— i 

Kouf^t bat a shrieking dei^ra^ girl. ' ^ 

■ ; / .' . •_ Ji ■ ■'■ " ■ ■ 

■ . . ■ 'J. 

« I'U hare redress I" said she, " I will, by G-? ! 
«• Or else I'll send Her M ■ . ■ to quods . 
«-Out, out! you Gejn^an sausage ! where's th« 

Tbenfix'don3ecky'sp^ey€ace ;. 
Hw finget-niii]5* to eaglercl^ws.,ak«n j 
Torn from, thjeifih^k, the p^f^oratatja^ , , 
Betrays the sanguinary Ir^e : ,, ^ ..^ , a 
Kext, Becky'f^fijp.the, f airti^g yi:f;en toge, ' 
^»4 stret^'f th^.i^salfet'd/jf^pfiA^oftthe^ 
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With many an oath obscene j 
And many a menace^ not obscurely giv'n^ 
To send her sacred M ' ' ■« to Heaven \ 

Th' astonishM dresser stood aghast widi fear. 

Such blasphemy to h^ar ; 
For tho^ she knew full well that Heaven, 

Was not a pfwe where vulgar folks 

Might thrust their noses and their jokes,\ 
But was appointed for the R— ^l leaven \ 
Yet 'twas strange impudencei she also knew^ 

If not akin to crim^ 
To pat herself in such a precious stew» 

And send her s~ir*— n there before her time. 

«* Back, back!" cried B~4cen->f, <*back>hassey, 

back!" 
Enforcing each expression with a thwadc-- 

*( Back, hussey, or TU ring the bell, * 
** And bring tbe men to bice your jacket, 
** And pi^ you for this hideous racket— 

«* Enough to bring the devil oat ^ Hell T* 
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Still undismay'd^ bold D— np— t rushed on. 

And seiz'd the German dresser by the nose ; - 
Poor Becky vainly shriek 'd and screamed — « Be- 
gone!" 
Thick fell her rude assailant's boistVous blows-^ 
'' ril see the Q— ^ !'* the maiden cry'd 
** And on her head retaliate my wrongs, 
<^ Or else Til thunder till I split iftj lungs, 
" j^d force a passage thro* thy hide/' 



^' Sooner than flinch/' said Becky, *' wretch I'll 
die !!'-^ 
** Then, hussey, die; for by the Lord I'll see her, 

'' An^ ofther R 1 fleece I'll cjuickly flea her/* 

W/is D— np — t's reply. 
Not with more fury falls descending hai|. 
The torrents of a thunder-storm, 
Than fell the varyM blows on Becky'«^ form, 
Whose ebbing strength begati to feih ' 
fropp'd by the door-posts, boldly yet she atood^ 
T|io' nose and mouth distill'd a crimsoii floo4^' 
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Near to' the "cloor, a tempting bell-rq)e huiig, 

And this at length the dresser spy'd, 

And to its aid apply'd, 
And thro* the Castle an alarum rung ; 
But each dull drowsy page had Morpheus chained J 

(Aye, in his poppy-fetters fast had bound 'ems) 
And all the maids had fast asleep remained, 

Tho' Windsor's' bells had all been ringing 
' found 'em. 

A dozen times did anxious Becky try, 
^t the bell's echo was her sole reply. 



^ At length the poppy God relaxed his spite. 

And took his padlock from G — ^b— k— r's eyes; 
Up jump'd the prince of pages in a fright, 
• And star'd and listen 'd to the clam'rous cries. 
Then up he rose, 
And slipping on hi$ <;l6thes, 
Rouz'd up a pair of footmen, tall and slim. 
Seizing what arms were in their way, 
AloBg/they patter'd, sinking with dismay, 
: To m:eet the midnight danger gaunt and grim. 
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Yet many a pause the heroes inade» I wot| 

And many a time they rallied on their way^ 
Scarce knowing whether to proceed or not^ 

Whether to seek or shun the hideous fray— 
" Perhaps 'tis some desp'ratc band/' G—b-^k-^t 
cries ; 
^* Sir Francis Burdett and his gang; 
^ Determiii'd to attack^ slap-bang» 

?• The state-apartment where the M h lies !** 

I . 
** Perhaps/' cries Thcmm ^some Guy Fawkeacur 
other, 
'* Burning with desp'rate ire, 
^ Resolv'd the Castle walls to flrc, 
*^ And in the smoke their M ■ s ta smother P^-->^ 
** I think, upon my wotd," 
(Exclaims the third,) 
^* Twould be much best the centinels to call, 
** For, lord ! it would not be so very pleasant, 
** To be fetched down just like a flying pheasant, 
^ Or pinn'd, like scarecro\e8, upagainat tiie wall/' 
*• True/' sigh'dG-«-b— k — r, aahe wip'd a tear^ 
A^d thoi^ht that »gbt might ctese h» bright 
career. 
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But while the gallant trio stood Sigh^; 

Holding a parley with their fean^ 
A shriek, much shriller than a trumpet's blasts 

fiush'd suddenly upon their ears. ., . 

G — ^b— 4c— r ^sp'd his spit, with visagei pal^ij 

And cast a look askance; 

The footoien ^ve hinv ,back the .glai^e. 
And shrank behind their leader's tail. 

** Good heaven ! defend us !" pray'd ]the princ^ 
of pages: 

** Amen ! so be it/' cry'd the liv'ry'd sages ! 

■ * '-• - ••' : .'■ • '^ 

Following the shriek;, the elarion<^betHtgaiii^' 
Renew'd its piercing strain. ; '- 

•' Heav'ns I we must brave it/' cty^d ^ page, 

** Or else Her M ' un i-> ,pedi^^. ■ i 
^ May turn us all adrifSt tO'^mamm^i >> * 

^ And hire a set o£ more courageotts^xthaps l^ 
Not Caesar's self more happily Iwid spoke — 

The footm/en thought upon their places, 

Jumj^'d from- their kacesy and brighteA'4 up 
thtif fiices; - * 

The spdlitf cowardice at^niM WW broken ^ 
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G— b^fc-r^ led the way, with spit in hand. 
This footman bore a sword, and that a brand. 

As near the spot they 'came, zounds ! who can tell. 
How their hearts sunk, and how tijprose their 
fears ; 
• How with slow steplthey march'd, and ey^s in 

tears,' 
la short, how every visage felL 



Six feet before his sacred form, 
G-^b— 1^— r thrust the spit. 
Not caring wbKitm he i?t«^bb!d a whitj 
&q he eBcap'd the stprm*^ 
At length th^acjijcraung Fo^n tiieyjreach. 
Holding each.other by diehtee^.-^— r- 
'Closetoi^tibeki^^hole of the-doof, 
Q — ^b^— k— r. clapp'd las. eye, % j. 

Inaotxioushopevtq.spy . . 
D^.caudeof all this^.d--— 4nproar: i 

^ And there poor naked D np-rt he saiff 

Poor Bccky^s face unjnercifuUy claw. ^ '' 
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TJie sight was like a cordial to his heart, 
Back from the door he bounded with a start j 

Assuming a most military air. 
<* What is }t?** whisper'd Tom and Joe ;, 

'' Can't tell," says G— b-k—r, '' there's nothing 
there, , 
•* But let us brave the risk, and strike the blow !*' 

This shew'd G — ^b — k— r's vast sagacity. 
For tho' a page. 
He had the cunning of a sage, 

And was a page of much capacity : 
And well he knew a shew of courage made, 

Would spread a varnish o'er his shame, ' 
And that the valour he at last displayed. 

Would shed a glory round his name; 
Therefore no more G — ^b— k — f held his breath. 
But wav'd his spit, and threatened deeds of death' 

Wide flew the door; poor Becky scream'd with joy, 

To see the wishM-foraid appear. 
While page and footmen now no longer coy. 

Threw dawn their arms, devoid of fear. 
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Now soMielfhere are,pei^a}>9, had blushed to see 

Poor O— np— t's immodesty : 
Not such the tenants of a court, 

On whose paie dissipated chedcs I ween> 

The crimson flush is never seen, 
Sav^ when deep passions* dye doth there resort* 

And some, perchance^ had blush'd to listen. 

To 1>- — ^np— t's obiscene expressions ; 
To mvk her eye's unseemly glisten. 

And hear lier tongue's unchaste confessions^ 
Not 80 the page* whose courtly ear 

Was neither deaf nor dull. 

Who look'd on virtue as a truU, 
And lov'd the vice to fashion dean 
Not 60 the footmen who long since had known^ 
Tliat lust was s^lways pampered round a th«-<---^« 



Cr«J>*^«-pr seix'd the maidi who screamed and 

aworc^ 
And ai he atrpvc to conquer^ rav'd the more-^* 



Digitized 



by Google 



H 



But those who live m courts should be ^ ^ 
Proficient in philosophy, ' / 

For kings and queens^ and all the r— »-l train. 
Carry no tablets in their gracious brain ; 
Nor suffer that vile thing, call'd gratitude 
Into their royal bosoms to intrude* . 



Perhaps, after all, 'twas nothing more than fancy^ 

A midnight dream. 
Some of imagination's necromancy. 

Making mere shadows substance s^m. 
Perhf^ 'twas some sportive sprite, liMie elf, God 

wott 
A Mab, an Ariel, Oberon, or what not. 

That perch*d profanely on the Bfe^— 1 nose i 
Or perhaps the hideous night-mare lank a^d lean^i, 
f resumed to thwart the visions of the Q ■ ■■» , 

And agitate her sleep with painful throes—* 

That stole the form of D ^np— t, and swprt 

Tq drive her pretty Icnuckles thro' the door \ 
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For Mister Shakespeare teUs us ft^tty storier 
Of these said fays who troubk mortal slumbersi i 
Flocking about them in pro4igious numberiy \ 
J.ighting the braiu with jack-o'-Untem glories j ' 

That either make a toil of pestj 
Or shew us joys^ which, wl^en we strive tjb ihv^i 
Flit from our touch, arid mingle with the air. 

Leaving us still unblest; 
A set of sprites that ride on ev*ry wind, 
Tickll»g with feirtasies the t^iidertamd. 

Yes, yes, these sprite&^are 4raub^|(MBe enosght 

Each pa^H^ to their purpose kneading* ; ^ 
liike^^lsrter WtojRkey, wjio, with viiJ^je g^iiff 
And stern sagacious look, ; 

Poor pus^ey'a soft paw far >a,ppker 4:Qqk, : ; 
Afi I hate met with in my li^bter r^adii^g ;, 
Heedlds^. of poor GriiiAlkiaalook^ wf grjm, . - • 
3o he €iiJoy?d his wbwL : ,. t 

Thu? with our feelings these d^-^feiries m^^ 
A SKMrtofiCat's^aw for theirfim, . ^ ^ 

With it the cinder-hole of nonsense rake. 
And then enjoy the wreck and mischief done, 
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Lord ! 'tis a scandaj, it^Mti^ioni Ik^ ,: ^ ^ 

And who balievea it i» i^ «iem<el«99 f^wy^ ' * . .i i 
To think her M— — — e'et acted sly. 

Or qrer offqr'd injury to any» i : ; , 

HerM — —*^— lias tenderness^ God bless hen I 
Witness h^|)»«tty ap^eidito to htordr^ » 

And well her sovereign diarity is kndwn 5 \ ' 
To beam so free fiwamsitr 
That evVy wretch, by wiantand misery driy'tu \ 
Pinds her hand opitii ab the etr of He^v'a 
To the petitions of the just-- 
^Spreading a dazzling lialo round the dirtHu; ; 
And every ninny ., 

Who puts a slice of onion in his lies. 
To draw tile water from the eyes, i > 

,May from the R~— I bounty wrest l3ie guinea. 

And then 4n household, management, I^xrcifent 
few mistresses can beat the Q ; 

She hath Ao^ tritlng viper in her tongu*,' * • 
Bu* is, vxthaJi 50*kiftd ef speech, > i- 

That she might mildness to a hermit<teatih» 
To whom no bal*ftil scwtimen^ b41ong>i-. ' * 
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Her heart from cv¥f mklifefe free, " 

Her cyea'l^ ever b«Ufiiflg sympathy V 

Cur$e on the sons of falsehood, then paradii^ 
Their lying columns to th6 public eye* 

That feel no joy like that of gfac^«lad^ng» ^ 

Their beastly appelate to> gratify; ^ 

Considering r— ^Ity fcwfioih > 

A theme requiring no rdief, '. ^ ' 

Like a gigantic rump of iieef ' 

Suited to ev'ry hudgrJLtTOth ; » - 

And just to satisfy their love of gain, 

Offering whole hetacombs of princes slain. 

Curse* on their bubbling tonguesj^ ten thousand 

. . timcs> 
•Jliat link all r—1 characters with crimes, 

AE[d .co>irse ii ?— — 7^ as greyhounds course ^ 
harcj^ „ , , 

Counting^ ^U R-r-^l sprouts as desperate evils, ' 
And painting Q^ and JC-— -^ a& W— r-s scfiA 

To maiK the.y^lga? jrabWe s<84r^^ ^ 
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Curse on each slandVons pen 

That tellff of S sand the R ^I chicken, 

Bjr that vile graceless varlet stricken. 

And strives to stigmatize the best of men ; 
That prates so loud how r y could falttfr. 

And run to Germany to shun a halter t 

Why slumbers G s while all these thipgs are 

doing? ^ 

Why not rouze up to vindicate his Prince^ 
To save the public peace from utter ruin. 

And make the tribe of libel-scribblers wince I, 
What boots it that his H s s has departed, 

' Weeping and broken-hearted, 
In foreign climes a laurel wreath to weave. 

To visit scenes of danger, 

To which his Highness ought ^ be a sttan^tf 
His good name to retrieve ? 
What boots it that the tale be jost awhile^ . 
Unless some second Lethe inundates the idef ) 

Thanks to the Lord Chief Justice ; he hath vijg;or 
Tinctur'd with salutary rigor ; 



Digitized 



by Google 



^6 

And wero-I G— — ^w, or ajreat Xa««l«4r^ 

An cX'/0m iJhould be forthwith ^Vdr, j -, 

To bring e^cK ; nightrmarQr &fr and. q?5ife,# 

: ween,» ^ _ , \ ,. _ 

* Tq ¥wh 'em all^aye> every ni9l^^r> cbiVfc 
Never to peddle w^th. a. ^ ; v^ ■-T ^Qr''''''"*^^ ^ / 
Thus wonld I do, ujjon my word ; 

Then might the elfin race be sent . / 

To dose imprisonment. 

For ever banish'd fVom the coUrt^ 

Arid, by example, taught, 

i "i .. . • ' J', .' -^ ' '•: ' ■>. * 

To wander wbere they ought, 

^And choose, fit subjects for their sport j^ 

While sacred M —might sleep at qttiet. 

And fear no repetition of the riotf , r, t 

• , * ' - ' ' ' ^ ' 

Ifet, iftbfe^ I ' should greatly *condescen4 
Her gracious ear. to' lend. 

And listen t^ w bdhl'^l^cnre^ 
Would si)e delight alDb anxious nation, 
And shed ^ew glory on h^r station—** . 

A |[lory dazzling — ever to endure,, . 
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Tliere is a njmpb, the l)ard>(ftiM tell. 
Though ^eatly borft^ yet greatly rirghted^ 
Whose fair fame, for a moment blighted. 
Hath trliimphy o'er the Masts of faeU i 
Then wonld her sacred M.^^^ — -^ end^^vtour^ 
To jcm ugaiB those Imks tntrrgne ilid sever. 
To plant again the plnckM-np rose, restored 
(Sufviriog erery hateful li^oil} 
Withhi its nattive soily 
To grace the bosom of her Lord ; 
^tillions would bless the act, and hail the scene. 
And shout with BHcen— f, *• God save the Q !" 

And then no more 
Should ihture !>^n-^pts assail her bed. 
Nor fin the r« — -^1 soul with dread. 

Seeking her chamber to explore. 
Within' her bosom peace and j6y should reign, 
Nigfit-inares.and fancies would respect her. 
No <M — y — r need be caird in to protect her. 
Nor fiecky, widi the porcelain pot again. 
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« Oh! R—l G—e, forgive these tears, 
" We're out, Sir — out — yes, out of place ; 

" Men who have serv'd their K — g for yean^ 
** DecUir*d unfit, Oh ! dire disgrace. 

'< The Whigs, dread Sir, have got the day, 
** They fell upon us tootli and nail; 

^ « Drove out the intrepid C r—gh, 

*^ Aud all tlie party at his tail." 
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J POEM, Sfc. 



The night was dark with clouds overspread, 
The rain in torrents wash'd the ground, 

Pale lightning glinimey^d over head. 
And thunders peal'd a solemn sound : 

n. 

The house was laet, the Speaker^s wig 
Hung o'er his shoulders on the chair, 

The Ministers looked wise and big. 
And strove to drive away dull care — 

HI. 

But all their efforts were in vain 
To check the gloom which hoverM near, 

Suppress the struggling sigh of pain, 
Or itop th' involuntary tear. 
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Now all was hush'd throughout the place. 
The candles shed a cheerless light; 

Dejection sat on JR — d — 's fa€e, 
Old R^se looked miserably white. 

V. 

The virtuous C h in vain 

Strove to conceal his boding fears ; 

L — d P — hn — stone was fiU'd with pain. 
And Van — t — / dissolved in tears. 

VI. 

Sir V -7/y Nature's sweetest child. 

Whose tears have washed his sins away, 

Was calm as suniraer skies, and mild 
As morning in the month of May; . . 



VII. 

His ex-officio eyes were full ; / ^ 

Of heavenly charity and love, 

With courage equal to the bull, 
And meekness copied from the dove. 

VIII. 

Poor C-— A; — r trembl'd like a leaf 
Shook by the raging autumn blast; 

And Y—ke look'd paler than the thief 
Who meets his just reward at last. > 
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IX. 

The Whigs beheld their evil plight, 
Their scowling eyes and faces gti^n. 

They saw with mischievous deUght, 
The party cou'd no longer swim. 

X. 

Adventi^ous St-^w — t W- ly ¥ose, 

Resolv'd to turn the Pittites out; 

He struck a. few decisive blows, 
Which put them instantly to rout. 

XI. 

^was good to note the terror spread, 
Like troops whose generals are slain, 

Despairing see their leaders dead. 
And breathless scour along the plain. 

XII. 

They quit the benches with dismay. 
And in their hurry to depart, 

Old H — se knocked down L — d C ^, 

And tramprd over Van — t — t. 

XIII. 

Y — Ae, springing to avoid a fall, 
Jump'd on the patient V — y G — bs^ 

Forced TV — I — y P — le against the wall— 
And brub'd hb ministerial ribs. 
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XIV. 

Sir V ys head assaird the floor. 

His jaws emit a crashing sound — 

^ Y — ke sighed, for what couM man do more; 
And left him sprawling on the ground. 

XV. 

Off flew his nicely powder'd wig, 
And shew'd a countenance as sweet. 

As that strange animal a pig- 
By school-boys worried thro' the street* 

XVI. 

In vain he calFd, and stretched his arms 
The learned friends were deaf and blind, 

His legal voice had lost its charms. 
The big wigs never look'd behind. 

XVII. > 

In vain the benches, doors, oppose. 
To' stop the current of their feet. 

They trample over friends, and foes, 
And quite exhausted gain the street. 

XVIII. 

Speechless a while, they stand and stare^i 
Like clients who have lost their cause, 
. Tliey hear the verdict in despair — » 
And work their agonizing jaws. 
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XIX. 

At length recovered from surprise, 
Old treasurer K- — se thus spoke his mind— 

" That S tW—y, d— n his eyes, 

I wish the hypocrite was blind: 

XX. 

** A sneaking cur,' to turn about, 
And fall upon his former friends, 

Expecting in the general rout, 
To pick up a few candle ends. 

XXL 

*^ L — d M — Iton too, that simple blade, 
Whose fiery head consumes his brains, 

Altho' he volunteered his aid, 
Will get no credit for his pains. 

XXII. 

" His constitutents know too well, 
The patriotic meraber^s heart — * 

They\'e giv'n his L — dship five years spell, 
And wish with all their souls to part. 

XXIII. 

I ; 
•* And that intriguing Foxite gang„v. 

So confident of office grown — 

Fd rather see those fellows hang. 

Then let ^era pick a single bone. 
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xxrlr. 

" I noticed ereny rascaFs face, 
Was co^er'd with malicious glee, 

^n omen of the sad disgrace. 
Which these old eyes have liv'd to see. 

. XXV. 

^\ But eome, my friends, no more delay, 
TTis weakness, childishness to rail. 

Let us to L — p — I's away — 
And tell our melancholly tale/' 

XXVI. 

They reach the house, his L — ship flies, 
To^ meet the party at the door— 

He reads his fatd in C—k — *s eyes, 
And breathless sinks upon the floor. 

XXVII. 

So falls the daisy in its prime. 
By sturdy mowerp laid along, 
: And tlwis the moving hand of time. 
Cuts down the feeble and the strong. 

^ xxvin. 

Lr~d E — w, overcome with fear, 
Dropp'd by the fallen P — m^ — r's side; 

And C-- — -h^ that spotless peer- 
Burnt rags and hartshorn-drops apply'd. 
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XXIXi' 

At length his 1-r-dship's friendly car«j 
With merited success was crown'd — , ; 
^ Retprning motion blest the pair. 
And both were Hftfed from the ground. 

XXX; 

With grief the nchle lord beheld 
His worthy friehds ujpon the rack — ; ^ 

His breast with strong emotion swell'd? 

And up he reared his graceful back, 

'I 

XXXIi 

" ,Oh friends r he cried ^ "the hour 13 near, 
Which parts us from the treasury nest — 

T^ifs us from all of value berei 
That all which made us richly blest* 

XXXII. 

" Fain would I dissipate tl^e gmef^ 
\Vhich hangs on every member^s face^ 

Fain would I offfer you relief^ 
And blot out all the past disgrace ; 

XXXIIL 

. ^^ But ah! our faithful friend is fledi 
And left us here a wretched crew — 

He now is nunibered with the dead. 
And oh, that we were numbered too* 

c 
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** For now lio^ more shftll C- 



Plan expeditions big with fate, 

No more the war department sway^- 
Or hel^ to save a sinking state. 

^ Adieu, je dear delicious hou«s 
That bro't the ^shes and the loaves— 

Turned couttcil-Hrootiis to sbady bower%^ 
And offices to orange groves; 

xxxvt. 

•* Ye bedii of roses, hid« your charmsy 
I feel how* bitter 'tis to pw* 

With what so loi>g bar bkst these afiiis^' 
And twin'd so closely i^uAd my heart;'' 

txxyfm 

Whilst thus^ he spake, a hollow gfoan^ 
Appeared to issue from the floor, . ^ 

And some One in a feeble tone^^ 
Demanded' entrance at the door. 

xxxvm. 
The X^^bridge uproar seiz'd didr hdads^ 
And lifted all the lawyer's wigs ; 
/ So stands erect when terror spresds^ 
The hair upon a drove of pigs.: 
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XXXIX.. 

Jlwbile tbey heailo^ting 9^nd^ 
Irresolute what CQiir3e tp tal^e;; 

At leogth ^twas v^gproiwly pl»Qix'd<» 
j(As every <i(ifJ(r^oft ,ww ^t s^?,) 

To throw f^^9dow#jp)9}ct^e sjtsefil^ 
Wide open without i]fH>re delay, ' 

And thus secHre a safe retreat • 

jProm lurking e^pmief tjhat way: 

But ejre itbey ^k so ^igh a ^ea^ 
Down on th^ ^rd ijminanner'4 stonea; 

^^ thought most politic to p^^ 
And sav^ if j^os^bte their )^n^,* 

XUf. 

L — d M^-^le stmin'd H^ ^9^^y ^y^, 
Close to a crevice in the door;— ^ 

** The ghost of 9ellingham!'' he cries, 
|Fell back^ and oou'd i^t utter moire. 

XLIIL 

Confusion mingFd with the throng, 
^11 to the opened windows flew ; 

And lJar-::::bif $he bold and strong, • 
Wjas foremost of the frightened crew; 

c 2 
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• xLiy. , 

^' Hold! noble friends/- cried C—^A;" 
^f Oh never let a rumour spread, 

That ghosts have frighten d us away, 
And made the living fly the dead. 

XLV. 

** iff yself will view this spectre^s fecej ' 
Whose groans .have terrified us all ; 

And thus prevent the siire disgrace. 
That must upon' our party fall/t 

XL¥I. 

He the^^>his*j^^»w^ face appli*^, > ^ 
To sate'Jkbe ti»embling-menibers' ribs, «•/ 

And^ttt-ea^^, thrb'' the key-hole sjMed,^ 
Tlie much ^nduring'K^y^Gr-^^. . ■ 

XLFII. 

His head wida bajajdbges wa^ bobrid,-,\ 
And different rccdois <Jecik/d bis fao?, ; ou> 

E^ch bbt)d43hQt eyi^. wti^: cirole(4 iwifi*. 
With paioifol badges qf di^Tiace,- . : ji V yi 

XLVIII. 
The bars and bolts w^redr^wn >side, 
' To admit the cqiin^l for the C:;;^-;!;, J \^ 
Who entered robb'dqf all hispride^ ; , 
Pereft; of hat, andrwig, and gowp. "^ 
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^^' Myl— ds an3 gentlemen/* he cries, 
f^ With shame behold me qpver^d o^er. 
Nay, start not, nor affect surprise, . 
To see me bleeding, maim'd, and sore ; 

L. 

^^ You are the authors of my fall, 
Anjd if you will not do me right, ^ 

Dam^me if I don't law you all, 
And serve the mtices to-night. 

** The damages sustained are great — 
Your verdict, gentlemen, I claim. 

Procure me 'ere it be too late, - * 

A J — g — ^s wig to hide my shame ; 

Lir. 

" Do it whilst you possess the power, 
Nor waste the minutes with delay ; 

For ah J another fleeting hour 
May snatch ability away/' 

LIII. 

He paused, and totter'd to a ^^-^at. 
L — d Zr— p — / directly rose. 

And thus in accents soft and sweet, 
Address!d the legal mjgi of >;foes:— ; 
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tiv. 

^' G—^h$f 'tis a nioafr afflicting sight 
And cuts my poor heart thro' and thro' 

Ta witness in this dismal plight 
An honest worthj soul like you. 

LV. 

** Dim a» those eyes where lusjbr^ lAiot^ ' 
fright as the sun's unclouded ray, - 

Exceed the diamonds spaiicling stone^ 
And bore the briUia»t pqtlm away; , 

LVI. 

f ' Sour'd is the sweetness of your yoice 
Which once was music to the ear; 
Made the poor libeller's heart rejcuce. 

And banish'd from his bosom fear. 

> - • - - ■ ' ' ■ 

WW. 

" Disfigur'd Ls jthat lovely faCjB, 
That many a female breast has chajfui'd; 

For ever fled the nameless grac^ 
Which Envy of its sting disarip'd; 

jLvm. 

^^ Pale are those lips where s^ireetness bung. 
And like the crimson ruby glow'd; 

Swell'd and distqrteii is that tongue. 
From which thy honey 'd accents flpw'd«. 
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UK. 
^ But the' of outward charms bereft^ 
iTour friends can still ejuilting say. 
The riqhes of your ttiind is left^^ 
Which none, can give not take away; 

LX. 

•* I therefore willingly agree^ 
And promise in the council's name 

To grant your unassuming plea^ 
If Crr—e will ratify the same* 

LXI. 

*^ Now ht ^ noble friends, departs 
And give our master back the reins; 

Alasy I fear WiU brei^ my heart, 
Iftut not a glimpse of hope remains.'^ 

tXIL 
With one accord they all obey. 

Silent as mourners of the dead, 
The fallen P — m — r leads the way 

And many a bitteTtear was shed* 

LXIU. 

Arrived before the palace g^t% 
The ready hinges open wide; 

The staring lacquies wokid^ring wait. 
And usher them to England^s pride* 
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The P—- c with terror and surprise/ 
feeheld his servant's altered cases, - 

Their lengthened jaws, and hollow eyes,' 
Pale cheeks, and discontented faces. 

LXV. 

In vain he begg'd to know the cause^ 
in vain he Strain'd his p—elt/ lungs; 

Despair had padlocked all their jaws, 
And tied their ministerial tonguesF. 

LXVI. . 

At length old R — se the silence brok^,' 
Which art or witchcraft seem'd to bind; 

And thus the vet'ran Pittite spoke^ 
The first emotions of his mind:— ^ 

LXVil. 
"Oh! H-—-/ G — e, forgive these tearsj 
We're out. Sir — out — ^yes, out of place ;- 

-Men who have served their king for years^ 
Declared unfit, Oh! dire disgrace!^ 
Lxvm. 
" The Whigs, dread Sir, have got the dhy, 
IChey fell upon us tooth and nail ; 

Drove out the intrepid C r—gh^ 

And all the party at his tail. 
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\ ^* Wv dii-y ^: Vntm ^ima tkaudi «buB]^ 
And V-^ <itr-s i»I^dly> TBieat;.' • ■ Murw im! I 
Knocked do^flnd Uel<ddt>on6QlidfUktisti^ 
And trod ujiflfniiy 'difty §f8tl' • j •;••. •: h. ; 

" Now pl^irtejjrotti: iJ;^:*«-r*«Sjiiake the'sfedlsi 
And let us ii}01aKAljr:»v^iir^^ ;> < >,: i 

The gai^fftrb.'ddse Ufe'd pur beeH. c: J T 
Arid wiU tfe b«re.'««5 Iklreifcof day,/- :^ •>- .V 

" I see,^^%3^_crie(J,,^,Y»^^mei -/ ;> 
* And feel much hjuxt. ajt ypn? distr^?» \.-.\ .>;'!; 
Yes, Errtji^,:5Jj)9a9»y soul I do,. .... ■_■_ \ 
More than iriy tdngue 43p,(i,weil,«xpre«Si. • -; f 

GivenotvjaHiBbasdatto detspailrf^ ' ^ i> -f 

Dispel Ae-g|teaiB^!frda(<otf ;y«iu> ^Mk^: 
And let us now youBcqiiUsbtafcaMi^ i ' ; ^ 

" Oh ! mi^'l^-^c^'the J>^^^f C\ie^^^ 
** All hopes '6F' keeping i'n aVe passed; '"' ';*" ^ 
, This night oui* wfutUat'str^'n^tHiias tVi^d,' , 
the Whigs hatfe^ eo'h4\iei^d us atlaSfV ' ■ 

D 
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LXXIV. 

^^ Otxt ^e imat eimie and leave behiod. 
The comforts vfYnch our places gave; 

J feel it harrow up my mmd. 
And fear ^twill bring me. to tny graven 

LXXV; 

^* F« better servants cimnot be, •: ' 

Thof much detested by our foes i- 

Than M i ' f j C ■ r h a6d mpi 
L — d E dn ^ and old treasurer fl-Hje.^ 

LKXn. 

^^ No* can a wiser JP— e be found# 
Then him whose services we quit; 

In arms asr well asr arts renown'd^ 
For noble enterprises fit* 

LXXVIL 

^^ Think, Sir, what anguish n^ endure^ 
Forc'd from so kind a Triend's 6m{^yy 

This breast can never more ensure 
A single hour of solid joy, 

Lxxvin. 

" Renowned P — e^ a last adieu^ 
I see you feel your servant's grie^;^ 

But now alas, not even you 
Have power to ofier th^ relief/ 



Digitized 



by Google 



(19 ) 
LXXIX. 

The R — t wav^d his Miowy hand, 
Unable to pronounce a word ; 

Mute was the pride of B — t — ^n's land, 
The warlike son of G e the Third. 

Lxxx; 

M-^: M-^—Tiy by his master's side. 
Beheld the trouble of his breast; 

*^ Retire, oh! noble friends,^' he cried, 
** And seek to-night refreshing rest ; 

LXXXI. 

** To-moirbw let iis see you here. 
Some grand manoeuvre must be playM; 

Be more cotiipos'di relinquish fear, 
I promise mine and Bar-f^'i aid. 

LXXXII. 

i-> We owe the prating Whigs a spite^ 
And fain would keep ^em out of place; 

Be comforted^ once more, good night; 
Forget ypur preseni haplea^ case/^ 

LXXXIII. 

The P — JW-— r turned with aching heart, 
His colleagues followed close behind, 

But nothing couM a charm impart 
To sooth the anguish of his mind ; 
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from the trappingsj of ^he sjate,.._ 
aping teember hung his heaq^ , 



Freed from 
^ch drobpng iaember hung fiis head^ ' ' , , 

The pofter d^A tlie'paracef'giite, ' ^ 
Ana alt (\ie party went to bed,' , / ' , 

Thus fejj^^he-jgi^ti^t^s^jii ^^P^r r-\f 
Py Whigs pr^^^^:d %irrp9^fr^^ f?^ .(( 
.Wibc»,l^eJ^ for^ujce^,t|^fo)piQf,,o]f,^^ 

mm-- 

^* Nofcs<^,^j|,h^^:>,p^c^^^y,^._... ..^,^,.. 

In shape ;$«fpatr<>na|fg^^njljayj.';' ,, , , .^.,,,. j. 

T09 true..it^^.^i- s^tpin^^> f j^s 7^' .. 
Are all, dise^edj tft $^ pejf,; ■ ,, ,,;,^i j.^.a 

And map's impftirf^nt pbjoct.li?^. ,, , q 
In striving to enrich himself. ♦ t 

The rcpiintry*§' weJfjftre i$ jforgot, . c ^ r[ 
In mutual^ ftkr^ggles af[tcr|4ace, ^ 

And England's ^i;Kin)p .receives tjie blp^Uj 
p^r character, the ^3ul <Ji;3gn^p^ • ^ 
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LXXXIX. 

^* ;^^f>r%;peep'4, upon *^ fe^4 / ^: '^' 
yi^here i — p — :Z (Jespair^ng Wy, [ . ,t - -' 
Lik^/one t^p all ;appea^^nce. d^^> ; , ; 
To shame aq4 k^^A femo^se a prcsif, ;^ 

' ..XA ' 

M^My^n cajl'd, aiid saw liis friend^ - 
Consuiji'd by unavailing car^; y 

l^ike, thip ^sick miser near his end>, » 
pives way to,fepljng3 of dpspair, ^^.^ j ; 

" Cfe^^r «p, my :lii-rdl^^ tlie C- j' t criea^j 
*! I bring you tidijags, of delight; 

Be mp^ yovjrselftTT-aWake — Qrise, 
And evVy thfir^g will yet be right, 

XCIU 

" The hungry talents now are met, ' 
With G — 1/y the leader^ at their hgadj . 

Whiifit ypu inactive pine apd fret. 
And waste y^r pi?eqious time in bed: , 

xcm. 

" Tbe Whigs exult at your disgrace. 
And make no doubt but G-i-e intends 

To bring their party into place, , ^ 
And once more own his. early friejcids. 
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XCIV. 

" But lord , they're grown a monstrous frigh ty 
So lean, and ugly, old^ and grey, 

Pur nmsler can't endi^re their sight. 
And much I .wish he never may- ' ^ ^ 

KCV. 

" Now therefore 'tis propos- d at Court, 
To wind ajid baffle them about. 

Indulge their eyes with sight of port^ 
But still contrive to keep 'em out- 

XCVI. 

. ^* This must be carried on with art. 
To save the appearance of design, ; " 

You've only to observe your part, 
And I engage to managei mine." ^ ' 

XCVII. 

His L~d — 'P started out of bed 
And hug'd the C-^ — r-/ to his breast, , 

" Your words,^' he cried,^* have rais'd the dead. 
And made a ticTe^cAec? statesman blest. 

XCVIII. 

" Friend ! thou art worthy of the name^ 
When I forget thy matchless love, 

May infamy, disease, and shame, 
Be pQur'd upon me from above ; 
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XCDC. 

" But nev^r shiall this ifaithfol heart, 
Be guilty of the least deceit; 

Or act a base ungrateful part. 
Whilst life continues it to beat. 

c. ' . 

** Now pri'thee, C — — /, let us gOf 
And call on R — se and C h; 

I long ta let our party know 
The wonders you have wrought to*-day/' 

a. 

As wheiv the tempest swells the deep. 
And lightnings dart, and thuniders roar; 

The ship fli^s up the watery steep — 
And plunges on the rocky shore. 

CII. 

Despair and horror seize tlie crew. 
Death seems to hover o'er their heads ; 

A watery grave appears in view, 
And blacker still the tempest spreads. 

When, lo ! a miracle I the bla9t 
And foaming billows die away; 

The clouds disperse^ the i»torm is pasf^ 
The sttn pours forth its cheering ray. 
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Itope^brighlcnftin tthBl|)lIotf» ^y«| -^ • ' " 
And fills his bosQui wiUi^ddl^t^ ; - v* ^5 j'i 

He views widi jdy * tbfe s slter'ii^ skies? ^- • ^^ 
And scarely cato beliefve hid^ gi^ht; -'^^ ^ 'f' ^•' 

. CVv 

And grtititUd^ his be«)in warms j ^^ ^ ^'-^ »*• ■' 

Joy enters i» ^hard 4ni(^f5r^d>Brek| r-/'^'^ ^ 
As calmarBiKCcted teiiipceteou^ ' ^^ 

CYD 

But,i>^^tte>esiiPfectk|Bbipti^^'r (?'m'v/ a A 
Caird.oiivliiteiPiktiliesjCiiHB.hgFloEe?^^'!^ I-'* A 

Freed- thctlrfiofe pack ftaw deep qicfapair^' 
And rais'd up«refy xnotherffi 9ra«; i : i t i A 
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Still penecuted and revird, 
By-Cqesar's stern decree^ 
The' Mother, parted from her Child, 
Robb'd of her last felicity. 
Beholds no ray to gild the future gloom* 
But courts the friendly solace of the tomb! 

tide PoEic. 
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THE 

R L MYSTERY. 



3n C(m CmttOjBi. 



CANTO L 

THB 

HARRUGS OF C^SAR AND GUENDELINE. 



liORD! why shoiild mortals, of the breed of 

» kings. 
Escape from jealousies and such like things} 
The green*ey*d imps, from £rebu$ red hot» 

Plague, sting, torment, and harass other men^ 
Then why not rise superior to a cot> 
And tickle Princes now and then,^ 
Merely to show these bits of finer clay^ 
S,un*beams and clouds by turns controul the day. 

m 
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» Horn*d commoners like t olgar goats appear^ 
But antler*d P— 'S shame the stately deer. 

Caesar the Fourth, a lickerish sort of blade. 
Had wanton^ in the arms of many a maid, 

And, drone-like, rcrbb'tt *he scanty hive of life. 
From night to morn in seas of pleasure swimmings 
Like a light bre^:th^fief«|of b^aqty skimmings 

AU womankind one universal wifef 
Till, by his r^~"l sire constrain'd, he swore • 
To take a spouse, and .emirate no more ! 

** Oh ! son, son, son,** the mighty K— g began, 
/^ You must leave off yeilr tricks, indeed; yes^ 
* f^y ■ ■ ' * [le«sj 

** Must stay at home, mind business, and rake 

♦' And mend your ways, and grow a wise young 

♦^ The people wori*t endure it ; no, G ^* -% no I 
** Equally ti**d of sire and ion, I trow \ 

** They Wish Us both most heartily at Ntefci 
^^ Therefore i* much behoves us to be civiF, . , ^ 
*' To calm the nation^ aitd* to eheat the defUs-*^ 
*^ No more agMtist the public voice to kkk. 
. ♦* Then wed some tfiakl, i^avg ^\ besides aton^^ 
^ ThW-bht postfe^rity may iUl tiie Ot-*-^ 
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Qaick spoke the K — g, as k— gs should always 
speak^ 
The sounds of wisdqm rattled from his jaws. 
Till, by their speed worn put, they made a pauses 

And begg'd a r -1 respite for a week. 

**Sire,** ijuoth young Caesar, bending to th* 

ground^ 
With 4io#|icast lool; and reverence profound^ 
•* Site/^ BGAd the r-.— J youth, with inodest grace^ 
While fifty rosed blossomed in his face, 

*^ Youi: will shall be obey*d :— 
** But I have sundry awkward debts to pay> 
" Grant me a sponge to wipe thesfe debts away; 

^^ And chobse me out the msud ; 
" Were she an icicle from Zetabla'fe shore, 
*^ This truant heart should oscillate no more/' 

No joy was ever half so great 
As that which fiirdthe mighty monarch's breast. 

When leaping from his high imperial seat. 
Within hiik arms his pliant son he press'd ; 
While, borne on airy Fancy's burnish'd wings. 

The r_l thoughts most sanguinely surveyed. 

Through dim futurity's obsdufing shade, 
Sprung from his loins, an endless line of k— gs! 
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Quick thro' the realpot the gossip rumour rtv'd 
That the fourth Caesar was a sinner sav^ds 
Desponding F forlornly hung her head. 

Like a sad maid deserted by her swain ; 
Poor J— — *s fair cheek resign^ its native red. 

And lovely B— bemoaned her transient reign ! 
All Beauty's throng, from Brook-street to the stews. 
Flew to their salts, and fainted at the news ! 

Off went a flight of couriers, here and there, 
, To find out some illustrious foreign dove, 
A worthy subject for a Caesar's love. 

And win by proxy the transcending fair. 

Soon, soon arrived a thousand angel faces. 
On which exotic painters had essay'd 
The choicest secrets of their flattVing trade. 
Hiding each phiz which time had soiled. 
Art had worn out, or nature spoiled. 

Beneath a mask of pure celestial graces. 

•* Zounds, boy !'' old Caesar cried, ^ Zounds, boy, 

boy, boy! 
"I give thee joy ; gadzooks, I give thee joy ! 
" Look, look, this pair of pretty eyes, 
•' Black, black, black, black as sloes, 

'* These cherry lips—that nose,, nose, nose ** 

'' I see, my Uege," the staring ? e replies. 
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^* Choose this, this, this!^ rqoins the eager k — g; 

** Quicks boy, qqick boy, decide, decide, decide; 

*« Come tell, tell, tell — which, which shall be 
your bride ; ' 

*^ And send oflf M , the precious maid to brihj.** 

This said, his M >», half tir'd to death. 
Most wisely paos'd to take a little breath. 
While happy Caesar, bending down his knees. 

One lovely portrait picked from all the rest. 

With rapture to his r ^1 breast. 

Most condescendingly did squeeze : 
Then the old K — g, brimful of mirth and glee, 
Clapp'd his white hands, and cried— -^^ He ! he 1 
he! her 

Soon the vice-lover^s canvas was'unfurrd. 
And soon he swore his master should be true ; 

For sovereign custom, that controuls the world. 
Ordains that Caesars may by proxy woo. 

That should such glorious suitors be rejected, 

At least the r ^I nerves might be respected. 

The suit was proffer 'd — Guendeline was coy; 
And while around presided mirth and glee, 
And all her father's court was jollity. 

Sorrow and grief her wretched hours employ : 
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But her weak wishes *ad but little weight, 
Her sire ^decreed, and rdyal will is fate f 

Spite of her vain entreaties and her sighs, , ' 
Quick to the bark the couriers bore their priae, 

While friendly Neptune fiU'd the sails. 

With steady prosp'rous gales. 
Swift thrp' the clefted wave the vessel flew, 
'Till Liberty's lov'd shores appear'd in view, 
Lin'd by a richly liv'ried train. 
To shout her welcome to her new domain* 

When Caesar view'd his destined bride, * 

The blood ran rapid thro' each vein, 
A wild ungovernable tide ; — 
^ Scarce could the mighty P—^ restrain 
The war of passions in his soul ;— 
Scarce could his eager wish controul— 
Could scarce suppress th' unlawful sigh, 
Or t^me th' expression of his eye. 

The old K— g laugh'd, and jok'd the r ^1 boy, 

(For k— gs, like vulgar folks 
May sometimes crack their jokes,) 

And seem'd beside himself with joy. 
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** Twas so with me/' the veteran cried, 

•* Some five-and-tbirty years ago, 
** When first I saw m^ r — -1 bride, 

** And felt a strange tun^fcuUnous^ow. 
** Aye, aye, the recollection warmfli me yet ; 
" I can't forget, boy j no, I can't forg^*" 

• ■ . ' 

But joy, as some old sage divinely saith, 

In mortal haunts doth seldom show her face. 

And in humanity's unblessed embrace ^ 
Doth pine herself ip death ; 
A splendid blaze, which, born in purer skies. 
In earth's gross welkin prematurely dies. 

In Caesar's court the Lady Eltred^dwelt, 

A ^air accommodating wight, 

Who sooth'd the P by day, and cheer'd his 

couch by night; 
But purer flames who n^ver felt 
Than those iwhich mercenary harlots £ire» 
Who let their charms for hire. 

Hateful to her was Ouendeline's fair form. 

Ghastly the rose which wanton'd in her cheek. 

Deep in her breast conceal'd^ a gloomy storm 
Gathered its strength before it dar'd to break : 
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Dark malice shot malignant from her eye^ 
And many a curse escaped in many a sigh. 

Soon by her arts was Gaendeliue arrayed 
In studied gctrb, which bid each nat'ral grace ; 
A thick enamel masked her beauteous face^ 
And left no relic of the lovely maid. 
A painted pageant soon the damsel mov'd^ 
An object of disgust. 
Sepulchred in cosmetic crust, 
Tricfc'd out for show, but never to be lov'd. 

Exulting Eltred stiaird to see 
How great was Caesar's wild amaze- 
To mark the old K — g*s alter'd gaze, 

And hear him cry — *^ Zounds ! zounds^ it is'n*t 
she!" 
Tt> view the wonder of the courtly throng. 
As the trim exhibition mov'd along. 

The nuptials soon performed, the r ^1 pair. 

Beneath tiie murky wing of night, 
Retired to celebrate Love's mystic rite, 

Tbeir ^mutual extasies to share. 

But disappointment, lurking nigh, 

Kipip'd the sh6rt-liv*d felicity. 
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Astonished Caasar quickly found 
His rashly»utter*d wish was crown'd. 
And that, instead of ardent charms. 

And lips that glow'd beneath his kiss. 
An icicle engrossed his arms, 

^ And chiird the current of his bliss. 

Lovers torch went out, and anger's fiercer fir# 
Rag'd in illustrious Caesar's breast. 

Dimming the fading embers of desire^ 
And burning joy's expiring zest 

While trembling Guendeline, byturnSj. the prey 
Of anguish, horror, and dism^y^ 

Thu$ strove tp calm the r——l lover's in. 
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CANTO II- 



GUENDELINEV TALE. 



XN vain, nr^ lord/ y6ii rail att fete, 

An4 htyonr 3f)OT5fe rfepine. 
In Tain you cherish lopks of hate. 
And curse your Guendeline;. 
A father's pow'r compeird.the wretch to wed. 
And forced the heartless victim to your bed. 

For know, great prince, this heart, once giv'n. 

Is true to one alone. 
And my love-vows wete wrote in heav!n. 
Before your suit was known : 
For others' arms I have* no joy to give. 
For others* happiness no power to live, , 
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Oilce to my father's realms there came 

A youth of noble port^ 
Fairer in promise and in fame 
Than e'er had graced his court ; V 
I listened to the swain, 'till he 
Won me with oaths of constancy. 

My mother witnessed that we lov'd, 

And that our love was true ; 
Our mutual passion she approved, 
And taught the youth to woo; 
She gave me to my loyer*s care, 
And j^'d us with a parent's pr^^*^ 

Swift flew the light?;wing*d months away^ 

Unheeded was their flight, ^ 
Love gave new lustre to the day. 
And joy compos'd the night ; 
We saw no tempest hov'ring near. 
No cloud in pleasure's atmosphere. 

But in Futurity's dark cave. 

Where noxious vapours fly, 
Secret and silent as thegrave> 

Remote from mortal eye, 
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Fate fashioned all her Mcful fires, 
To scorch our wUd uxifle^g'd desires, 

/ ■ . 

She bade the exhalations rise, ^» 

The early storm she nurs'di , , 

She scattered darkness o'er the skies, 
And all our wishes cifrs*d ;, 

She chang'd lifers garden to a heathy 

Fertile alone in gloom and death. 

Still, while our mutual love was young—*' 
AfFection^s maiden breath scarce cold^ 
While yet was lingering on her tongue 
The tale of constancy half told— . 
My cruel sire, by mad ambition driv'n, 
Requir'd that hand, by love already giv'n. 



In vain I strove to stem the tide, 

To buffet with the wave ; 
In vain I urg'd, I vainly sigh'd, , , 
No arm was stretched to save ; 
But his, who, whelmed bcfneath the mighty jblow^ 
With me partook the bitterness of woe. 

'^ '■ Digitjzed by Google ^ 
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My mother view'd my wasting grief,^; ^ ^ /i 

And heard my sad appeal; : ' «' •• i 
But she could yield no sweet relief; -» 
She could but heaf-^and feel. ^^ ' » 
To every plaint my father's ear' was clos*d, 
And all my wishes his resolve oppo^'d^ 

** My feeble realm demands support, 

^* O Guendeline/' he cried ; 
" And this alliahce to my court 
*' Will add both pow'i- and pridel ; 
" Where much may be bbtain'd, His wise 
*/ To make a trivial sacrifice.*' 

** But father, father, I have sworn ; 

" My plighted faith is giv'n ; 
^* Force not your Guendeline to mourn 
** Her perjur'd vows to Heav'n ; 
** For Heav'n has smil'd upon my love,- 
*' And registered its truth above." . 

A menace was his sole reply; 

A frown his only look ; 
And fiercely darted from his eye 
A scornful harsh rebuke. 
That seem'd in thund 'ring tones to say— 
" Tis a child's duty tp obey !" 
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Frantic with disappointed hope^ 

I left the fate&l scene. 
And flew to give my sorrows scope^ 
'Mid Nature's miJd serene : 
I sought the bow'r where first I heard 
My lover's mc^dng suit preferr'i 

In vain I sought for peace and rest^ 

My happiness was ^one ; 
Gloomy, dispirited, unblest^ 
Unpitied and alone. 
With sorrow stupi^ed, I sate. 
And waird aloud my hapless fate* 

While thus 1 mourn'd my hapless lot. 

And call'd for death's long night, 
Orlando wander'd to the spot. 
And started to my sight : 
He strove to dry my flowing tears. 
To give me hopijs, and quell my fears. 

Won by his sorrow and his sighs, 

I listened to his tale, . 
And felt new resolutions rise, 

And love and hope prevail j > ' . 
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We vowM ta separate no more» 
But seek some more congenial shore* 



Together from the scene we flew» 

Impeird by love to roam^ 
For he alone engross'd my view 
Whose bosom was my home ; 
And princely pomp and princely pride. 
His loss could never have supplied. 



Thro* trackless dell and desert vale. 

Thro' forests wrapped in night. 
O'er many a hill and many a dale. 
We urg'd our transient flight: 
But vain was all our speed and toil. 
Since Fate tesolv^d our wisdb to foiL 

Vainly we struggled to elude 
My father's watchful eye j 
Too soon we saw ourselves pursued. 
And saw norei^cuenigh; , 

But all OriiAndo^s efforts fai|'d^-* 
Superior numbers soon prevail'd. 
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Wkhin my gloomy hold immured, 

My lover pln'd away, 
And I, by ev'ry care secured. 
Could only weep and pTay ; 
While, in despite of all my pain. 
Your hateful suit was urg^d again. 

** Yield to my wish," my father said, 

«^ And end all fruitless strife ! 
« Resist me still^.ungratefut maid, 
"Oklando yields his life ! 
«« Yet vain resistance ; for, to-morrow's syii • 
" Marks your espousals, ere hi$ course is yun/* 

• * 
No beam of liberty was left 5 

Of hope no cheering ray 
Pcspair's unhappy welkin cleft^ 
To bless my mournful day 5 
P&st, present, futurep all was gloom^ 
Black as the aspect of the tomb. 

Each glimpse of love, each fond desire* 

Each wish of happier years, 
I yielded to an angry sire— 

A tribute steep'd in tears : 
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Anc( tidw ttiy sole reward I gain, 
A life of woe and splendid pain. 

dh 1 darist thdu wat'm the icy hesirt^ 

And bid affection rove ? 
Canst thotl forgetfulness impart^ 
And teach me second love ? 
Then will I own theie all to me^ 
And gire my ravish'd soul to thee^ 



* 
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CANTO III. 

THB 

SEPARATION OF CiESAR AND GUENDEUNE^ 



J^ET the backbiting world say what it willj, 
I will maintain this axiom still> 
That> sometimes^ e'en a Cesar's breast 
May (by dame Nature's strange mistake. 
For she doth now and then a blunder make) 
By one of Feeling's kindred be possest. 
Which the large crannies of the heart explored* 

'Tisvery true> ^ 
Soon as his Grace fitids out thd whining thief. 
To cut his mean unsanction'd visits brief. 

He makes but kittle ceremony do. 
But kicks, at once, the scoundrel out of doors 
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For why should symp^hy, in God's nfttr^l fiad 
Its way into a R-^rml m\u4. 

Tearing its Uvely texture all tq rags j 
For, never Iqt 'it be forgott^a, 
That Princes' hearts should all be kept in cotton* 

Tbeir pretty forms pr^erv'd in paper bagy^ 
That n)Oftal passions should not tear theao, 

^or old ill-faabion'd tioie outwear them* 

♦\ 

Be't as it may, the story goes. 

That CaBsar dropped a tear 

At Guendeline's recital of her woesr— 

Which prov'd that sorrow must be very near. 

Yet he might weep, because — -no, no such thing! 

Oh ! libel not the offspring of a K p.. 

No, they were Virtue's tears, no doubt they were. 

Pity but virtue had been stronger. 

And held her tears a little longer. 

Or that great Caesar had not cried— ^ 

*' Till you can feel a partner's flame, / 

** And love and glory in my naipe, 

^* I'll never claim my bride !" 

Then had the world pried out, '^ Oh rare ! oh rare! . 

Bpt the archvdemon, Jealousy, 
Enthrop'd in Ladjr Ehred's eye. 
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Wav*d his4)lack' sceptre o'er her abjectrioul^ 
Quickly calling into play 
Malignity's dark sway. 
And rankling Envy*s base control : 
Within her heart she cursed the helpless faiFi 
And swore to separate the R — — 1 pair. 
Her's was no soul by weak compassion mov^dj 
Int'rest and dark revenge alone she lov'd* 

Her tongae with many a scai^dal stor'd^ 
. Was pander to her rancour's lust j 
And in the R 1 ear she ppur*d 
A thousand tales of false mistrust ; 
And> while a smile his outward anguish stql^, 
Stern green-ey'd jealousy had pierc'd liis soul^ 

Her first success the hag with raptqre view*d^ 
And^ flush'd with hope^ her arduous toil renew'cl. 

Soon by intrigue and faction nourish 'd. 
The seed of discord shot its early blade^ 
While, underneath its genial shade^ 

A thousand foul weeds flourished. 

Domestic happiness in yain> 

StroTe to resiuDie ber broken reig^^ 
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And renovate her powr's j 
£Itred» like felj contagion, toii*d, 
Hope's promised Paradise despoird^ 

Ai)d jcanker'd all her flow Vs. 

Scandal'js thick whispers/ like thie fabled breatb 
Of the dark poi$on-tree, pregnant with d^atht 
Found out their way into the R-r — ^1 ears. 

And rouz'd a thqiisand slumbering fears ; 

Nor to the R — rr-1 mind 
.Was the contagion of mbtrust confinVl : 
Quick flew the dire disorder from the; bead. 
And through the body of the i^pl^ spread 

Jn gradual progresi» grew the thick'ning storm, 

3c^oii gained the charge a more substantial 
form J 

"VV^hile busy Rumour to the stor^ 
A countless groupe of errors render'^. 
By Fancy in her spiteful hours engender'd— i 

Crimes which the marks of fiction bore ; 

Which, by the toucl^ of Truth lai4 bare. 

Soon vanished into air. 

^neath fair Guendeline-s protection^ 
There liy'd a lovely boy, 
Tbp source qf many a secret joy, 

llichip her Grace's innocent affection i 
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And near her residence wrag often «*» 
A stranger pf majestic meio. 
Who shunn'd the eager eye 

Of curiosity, 
yet who, 'twixt morn and night, would of| 

repair. 
To the proud dome which held the I^-: — ^1 fair,, 

Xn vain did Guendeline essay 
To chace Suspicion's imps away j 
J^ur'd by such ampk food, they boTer' 4 jroond;^ 
Ai^d where she was, were ever to be ^und^ 
Gathering such 3t|cks ^pd straws a^ they €oiil4 

find, - 

To conflagrate tier consort's mind. 

One morn, decreed by crnel Fate, 
When Guendeline was cited to appear. 
Her catalogue of Crimes to hear- 
Amidst the splendid bla?:e 
Of majesty's o'erpow'ring rays. 

Which beam'd from evVy cfeair of state. 
Scarce had her Grace her innocence declar'd. 
And shown that he, who thus her bounty sbar'dji 

Was sprung from honest worth. 

And tl^at a humble hovel gave him birth— « 
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That of the ttiyirti<3 tennot of the If e»b| 
She knew no more than of t\\e face of death } 
Than at a word T;he door wide o|>eli flew^ 
And pale Orlando started to her view ! 

" Oh ! she is pure as Heav*n !" the stranger 

. -cried — 
*« Her spotless soul with crime was never dy'd j 
" Hither I flew, forsakea and depressed, 
^' To tread the soil which Guendeline had 

bless'd ; 
" Near her U> move, tho* never to intrude, 
'^ But live and mourn in noiseless solitude. 
** Sprung from a pair belov'd, that child I bore 
** From scenes of tumult to this happier shore, 
^^ That she might ^row beneath the virtuous 

eye 
*^ Of one whose' sO«l is spptkss purity/' 

The R ^1 g^oupe, with'Ioufl acclaim, 

(Convinced that Guendeline was free 

From foul inconstancy,) 
Expunged the stigma from her name ; 
Yet still suspicious Caesar felt 

His hopes or wish unblest; 

For still within his royal breast 
Mistrust and hatred dwelt; 
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HieVoiee whiob l^poke bis spouse from errof 

clear, 
Was harsh and full of discord to his ear« 

Still persecuted and revil'ii 
By C»sar*s stern decree, 
iTie mother, parted from her chiid^ * 
Robb'd of her last felicity. 
Beholds no ray tof gild the future gloooi, 
]Eiut courts the friendly solace of tlie tomb f 
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LETTER 

Of tuft 

PRINCESS OF WALES 

to THE 

PRINCE REGENT. 



•^ Sill, 

XT is with great reluctance that I presuine to 
obtrude myself upon your Royal Highness, and to 
solicit your attention to matters which may, at 
first, appear rather of a personal than a publia 
nature. If I could think them so,— ^if they related 
merely to myself>— ^I should abstain from a pro* 
ceeding which might give uneasiness, or iciterrupt 
the more weighty occupations of yoift Royal High- 
ness*s time. I should continue, in silence and re-^ 
tirement, to lead the life which has been prescribed 
to me, and console myself for the loss of that soci- 
ety and those domestic comforts to which I have so 
long been a stranger, by the reflection that it has 
been deemed proper I should be afflicted without 
any fault of my own, -« and that your Royal High« 
ness knows it* 

'* But, Sir, there are considerations of a higher 
nature than any regard to my own happiness, which 
render this address a duty both to Myself and my 
Daughter. May I venture to say-«-a duty also to my 
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Husl>and» and the People comnutted to his care^? 
There is a point beyond which a guiltless wonnaa 
cannot with safety carry her forbearance. If her 
honour is invaded, the defence of her reputation is 
110 longer a matter^ of choice; and it signifies not 
whether the attack be made openly, manfully^ and 
directly, or by secret insinuation, and by holding 
such conduct towards her as countenances all the 
suspicions that malice can suggest If these ought 
so be the* feelings of every woman in England who 
it conscious that she deserves no reproach, your 
Royal. Highness has too sound a judgment and too 
nice a sjijnse of honour, tiot to perceive, how much 
more justly they belong to the Mother of ypur 
Daughter— the Mother of her who is d^estined, I 
trust at a very distant period^ . to reign over the BrU 
tiih Empire. 

^^ It may be known to your Royal Highness* that» 
during the continaance of the restrictions upon yo«f 
royal authority^ I purposely refrained from ma- 
king any re|^reseatcUion» which might 4hen affluent 
the painful difficulties of your el^alted station. At 
ttie expiration of the restrictions I still wag indined 
to delay takinj^ this step, in the hope that I might 
ewe the redress I sought to ypur gracious and onso* 
licited condeseensiom I have waited, in the fbnd in* 
dulgence of this expectation, until, to my inexpres* 
sihle mortification, I find that my nnwillingnei^ t# 
complain, has only produced fresh grounds of com- 
plaint; and I am at length compelled, either td 
abandon all regard for the two dearest objects which 
I possess on earth,-^«)ine awn honour, and my hek^ 
red Child, or to throw my«elf at the feet of yonr 
Royal HighMis> the natural protector of hotiu 



Digitized 



by Google 



31* 

«• I presume^ Sif, to repResent to your Royat 
Highness, that the separation, \^bich every succeed* 
ing thontb is making wider, of the Mother and thd 
Daughter, is equally injurious to my character and 
to her education. I say nothing of the deep woundtf 
which so criiel an arrangement inflicts upon my feel- 
thgs, although I would fain hope that few peri^onf 
will be found of a disposition to think lightly of 
th^se. To see myself cut off from one of the very 
few domestic enjoyments left me — certainly the only 
one upbft which I set any vallie,'the society of my 
Child — involves me in such misery, as I well know 
your Royal Highneai could never inflict upon me if 
you were aware of its bitterness. Our intercourse 
has been gradually dimiAished-^— A infigle interview 
weekly seemed sufeciently hard allowance for a 
Mother's affections.'-That, however, was reduced 
to our meetitig once a fortnight ; and I now learn 
that even tliis most rigorous interdiction is to be still 
more rigidly enforced. 

" But, while I do n6t venture to^ intrude my feel* 
ingsas a mother uppn your Royal Higbness** no- 
tice, I must be allowed to say, that, in the eyes of 
an observing and jealous world, this separation of 
H Daughter from* her Mother will only admit of 
one construdtion— a- construction fatal to the Mo- 
thers reputation. Your Royal Highness^Will also par- 
don me for adding, that there is no less inconsis- 
tency, than injustice in this treatment.-'-'-He who 
dares advise your Royal Highness to overlook the 
evidence of my innocence, and disregard the sen- 
tence of complete acquittal which it |)roduced, or 
is wicked and false enough still to whisper sus* 
picions in your car, betrdys his duty to you, Sir^ to 
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your daughter, and to your people, if he caunseli 
you to permit a day to pa/ss without a furtbei: in ves« 
tigation of my conduct. I know that no such ca- 
lumniator will venture to recommend a measure 
which must speedily end in his utter confusion. 
Then let me implore you to reflect on the situation 
in whiclh I am placed ; without the shadow of a 
charge against me— without even an accuser— after 
an inquiry that led to my ample vindication— yet 
treated as if I were still more culpable than the^ 
perjuries of my suborned traducers repress ted me, 
and held up ta the world as a Mother who may not 
enjoy the society of her only child, 

*^ The feelings, Sir, which are natural to my un- 
exampled situiation, might justify me in the graci* 
Dus judgment of your Royal Highness, had I no 
other motives for addressing you but such as relate 
to myself. But I will not disguise from your Royal 
Highness what I cannot for a moment conceal frona 
myself, that the serious, and it soon may be, the ir^ 
reparable injury which my Paughter sustains from 
the plan at present pursued, has dene more in over^* 
coming my reluctance to intrude upon your Royal 
Highness, than any sufferings of my own could ac-^ 
fcomplish ; and if for her pake I presume to call away 
yonr Royal Highnesses attention from the other 
cares of your exalted situation^ I feel confident I 
am not claiming it for a matter of inferior im* 
portance either to jrourself or your people. 

" The powers with which the Copstitution of these 
realms vests your Royal ]Hligbnes|s in the regulation 
of the Royal Family, J know^ because I am so 
advised, are ample and unquestionable. My appeal. 
Sir, is made to your exceUent sens^ and liberality Qf 
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i^Qd in the exercine of those powers ; and I wUiingly 
hope that your own paternal. feelings will lead yoviL 
to excuse the anxiety of mine for impt^ling me to 
represent the unhappy coosequences which the pre** ' 
sent system mmt entail upon our beloved child. 

^*Is it possible. Sir, that any one can have at* 
tempt^ to persuade your Roy^ Highness5 that her 
character will npt be injured by the perpetual vio^ 
lence offeiTi^d to her jstrpngest affections — the studied 
care taken to estrange her from my society, and 
even to interrupt all communicati op bejtween us ? 
That her love for me, with whom, by his Majesty's 
wise and gracious arrangement^, she passed the years 
of her iqfancy and childhood, never Cjan 'be extin^ 
guished, I well know, and the knov^Jedg^ of it forms 
the greatest blessing^ my existence. But let m^ 
implore your Royal Highness to reflect how ineyi* 
tably^all attempts to abate this attachment, by for^ 
cibly separating us, if they succeed, must injure my 
Child's principles — if they fail, mijst destroy her hapr 
piness« 

" The plan of excluding my Daughter from all 
intercourse with th& world, appears to my humble 
judgment peculis^rly unfortunate. She, who is des- 
tined to be the Soveripign of this great country* en^ 
joys none of those advantages of society which ar^ 
deemed necessary for imparting a knowledge of 
n^nkind to persons who have infinitely less occasion 
to le^rn that important lesson ; and it may so hap- 
pen, by a chance which I trust is vcfry. remote, that 
jhe may be called upon to exercise the pOwer|^ of 
the Crown, with an experience of the world niore 
itonfined than , that of the most private individual, 

Tp the lextraprdiQftry talents with which she is 
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bleftied, and whic)i ft^eotnpany ^ disposition so din^ 
gn^arly amiable^ frank^ and decided > I wiMingfy 
trust moch ; but beyond a certain point the great*^ 
est natural endowments cannot struggle against the 
disad^ntagesoif circumstances and situation. It k 
my earnest prayer, for her own sake as weli as ber 
coontry's, that your iRoyal Higbness rhay b^ indnced 
to pause before this point be reached. 

** Those who have advised you, Sir, to dday so 
long the period of my Daughter's comniencing he 
intercourse with the world, and for that purpose td 
make Windsor her residence, appear not to have t&- 
garded the interruptions to her education which this 
arrangement occasions ; both by the impossibiUtjr 
of obtaining the attendance of proper teachers, and 
the time unavoidably consumed in the frequent 
joumies to town, which she is to take, unless she 
be excluded from all intercourse, even with your 
Koyal Highness and the rest of the Royal Fa- 
mily. To the' same unfortunate Councils I ascribe 
a circumstance in every way so distressing both to 
my parental and religious feelings, that my Daughter 
has never yet enjoyed the benefit of Confirmation, 
altboiigh above a year older than the age at which 
all the other branches of the Royal Family hare 
partaken of that solei'linity. May I eartiestly con- 
Jure you. Sir, tohearmyintreaties upon this serious 
matter, even if you snould listen to other advisers on 
things of less near concernment to the weliare of 
^ur child. ' 

¥ The pain with which 1 have at length formed 
the resolution of addressing myself to your Royal 
Highness is such as I should in vain attempt to 
express. If I could adequately describe it, you 
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might be caabled, JSir, to estimate fhe strength of 
the motives which have mad§ me submit it. They 
a,re the most povv/erful feelings of affectioo, and 
the deepest impressions of duty towards your Koyal 
Highness, my beloved'Child, and the Country, whicU 
I devoutly pray she may be preserved to govern^ 
and to show by a new example the liberal ajBPectioa 
of a free and generous people to a virtuous spid 
constitutional monarch. 

" I am, Sir with profound respect, and an attach^ 
ment which nothing can alter, 

Voi^r Royal Highnesses ^ 

Mo«t devoted and most affectionate 
Consort, Cousin, and Subject, 
(Signed) '^ CARQLINfi LOUISA/* 



This letter was transmitted on the 14th ult to 
Lord Liiverpool and Lord Eldon, sealed, by Lady 
Charlotte Campbell, as Lady in Waiting for th« 
montK expressing her Royal Highne8is*s pleasure 
that it should be presented to the Prince Regent; 
and there was an open copy for their perusal* 

On the I5th, the Earl of Liverpool presented his 
compliments to Lady Charlotte Campbell^ and re^ 
turned the letter unopened. 

On the l(Sth, it was returned by Lady Charlotte, 
intimating, that, as it contained matter of importance 
to the State, she relied on their laying it befpre his 
Royal Highness. It was again returned unopened, 
with the Earl of Liverpool's <MHnplim€At& to Lady 
Charlotte*, saying, that the Prince saw no reason to 
depart from his determination. 
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On the 17th, it wats returned in the isiame way by 
command of her lloyal Highness,, expressing her 
Confidence, that the two Noble Lordd would ri6t take 
upon themselves the responsibility of not comma-, 
nicating the letter to his Royal Highness, and that 
she should not be the only subject in the Empire^ 
whose Petition was not to be permitted to reach 
the Throne. To this? an answer was given, that 
the contents of it had been made known to the 
Prince. 

On the 19th, her Royal Highness directed a 
letter to be addressed to the two Noble Lords, desi- 
ring to know whether it had been made known to 
his Royal Highness, by being read to him, and to 
know bis pleasure thereon. 

No answer was given to this letter, and therefore 
on the S6th she directed a letter to be written, ex- 
pressing her surprise, that no answer had been given 
to her application for a whole week^ 

To this an answer was received, addressed to the 
Princess, stating, that, in consequence of her Royal 
Highnesses demand, her letter had been read to the 
Prince Regent on the 20th, but that Tie had not 
been pleased to express his pleasure thereon. 

Here the correspondence was closed ; and some 
days after this, copies of the letter were in circula-^ 
tion; but it \s unknown fronii what quarter they 
originated. This is pretty accurately the purport 
of the correspondence, which will be laid before the 
public verbatim 

— - — - — ■ —- 1 — \ — — 

HanbliB and Sey^ms, Printen, GftrUdL-hUI, Tbamei-ttmt, IiondMi. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS 
OF WALES. 

. Soon after the SPEAKER had taken the Chair> 
he rose^ and addressed the House to the follow^ 
ing effect: — 

** It is my duty to accyiamt-'*he^Flouse,-j4iat 
yesterday^evening^-HsrTwag sitting in this Chair^ 
a letter was brought to me, which purported to 
be from her RoyaJ Highness the Princess of 
Wales. As the letter was without date or signa* 
ture» and as it was given by an unknown person 
to one of the Messengers at the door of the 
House, 1 felt it to be due to the respect which I 
owe to her Royal Highness, as well as to the 
House, not to take any step on the receipt of 
it until I had fully ascertained its authenticity, 
I hope that so far I shall not be considered as 
having failed in the discharge of the trust reposed 
in me, or as having shown a. disposition ta inter- 
pose unnecessary impediments in the way of^any 
persons who might wish to lay their, cases 
before this House^^^J^Mr, hear, hcarlj-^l am 
liow enabled to state to the House, thi^t the lettec 
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which I receivod^ J^9!^^^ was authentic ; ati 
with the leave of the House, T will read to theni 
a letter which I have thi$ day received from hep 
Koyal Highness^ eirckiaug ^ dated duplicate frotn^ 
her Rpyal If ighness's ocigiaal communication.— - 
IsUttbe ple^ure of the^lloijse,, that these letters 
should be read ?"— (General crie^ of Seady read f J 
The Speaker then x^ad the J^nvelope^ and the 
4Cji5fgiiul lt?^err They wiere in §ubstancp as follows ; 

ENVELOPE. 

Montague Jffuuse^ Biockhe^hy Mar^h9j I9^$j 
^^ The Princess of Wales, l)y her own desire, 
9s well as by the advice of her Counsellors, did 
yesterday transniit to Mr. Speaker a Letter whidi 
she was anxious should have lieen r^ead without 
delay tp the Etpusb of Commons, and which she 
req^uesis may be read to the House this very day, 
for which purpqse her Royal |Iighness eficloses ^ 
duplicatjB." 

DUPLICATE OF THE ORIGINAL LETTEK, 

^^ MontngUf ff4)Uf€f Bl^ckhpaih^ March 1, 1813f^ 

*f The Princess: of Wales informs Mr. Speaker 

that she has received from Lord Viscpunt Sid- 

. moutih a copy of a |(.eport^ made in. pursuance 

flf 4fe <irdters^ of his Rpyal HighnesI; the Prince 

B«gent» by eertaia ]^emhers of his M^esty'f 
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IiJfost Honourable Privy Council, to whom it 
f^ppears, that his Jkojal Highness bad. baea ad* 
Tjrtsed to refer certain documents and other evi- 
dence respecting the character and conduct of 
fcer Royal Highness, 

'* The Report is of isuch a nature, that het 
Royal Highness feels persuaded no person cao 
jread it without being sensible of the aspersioas 
wtiich it casts ii|)on her ; ^ild although it is so 
vague as to render it impossible to discover the 
tenor of the charge, yet, as her Royal High* 
nessis conscious of no oflFence, she f^els it due to 
lierself, to tfhe iUustriousjJau«eah-wifh w.bich she 
is conafiCtfid.-b3r^tJlood and marriage, and to the 
people among whom she holds so distinguished a 
)rank, not to re$t under any imputation affecting 
her- honour. 

" The Princess of Wales has not been permitted 
to know pn what eVidencfe the Members of the 
Privy Council proceeded in their investigation ; 
nor has her Royal Highness been allowed to 
be heard in her oivn defence. She knew only 
by common rumour that such an inquiry bad 
been instituted, until the result was comniuni* 
cated to her in the form of the Report* She 
knows not whether she is to consider the Mem«t 
hers of the Privy Council, by whom her con- 
duct has been inquired into, as a.bod)^^ to whomi 
|h6 would be aathorised to apply fei^ redress or 
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iu their individual capacity, as persons selected 
to make the Report on her conduct. 

^ The Princess of Wales is^ therefore, com- 
|>elled to throw herself on the wisdom and justice 
of Parliament, and she earnestly desires a full 
investigation of her conduct during the whole^ 
period of her residence in this country. Her 
Koyal Highness fears no scrutiny, however 
strict, provided it be conducted by impartial 
Judges, and in a fair and open manner, before a 
If ibunal known to the Constitution. 

" It is her Royal Highnesses wish either to be 
treated as innocent, or to be proved guilty. 

^< Her Royal Highness desirei; that this letter 
may be communicated to the House of Com* 



mons.'* 



A pause of a minute having ensued, 
Mr. Whitbread observed, that the letter 
which had just been read by the Speaker could 
not fail, not only to interest every perspn who heard 
it, but to appear to all to be of such importance / 

as to require the immediate attention of the. / 

House. He apprehended it was impossible that 
such a communication could be made from so high 
a quarter, and suffered to pass with being simply 
read 112 silence. ^ He had waited until a nobla 
Lord opposite, a Minister of State, one of the, 
cwifidential servants of the Crown wh?i;i hei^. ^ 

Royal Highness the Princess of Wales^s condud^ 
i 
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Was formerly taken into consideration, by tbat 
part of His Majesty'js most Honourable Privy 
Council, particularly and popularly designated 
under the name of the Cabinet, and who must 
have been one of that body of Privy Councillors, 
to whom the consideration of her Royal High- 
nesses conduct had recently been submitted— he 
had waited until be saw that Noble Lord take his 
place (an intimation, as he presumed, that it was 
not that Noble Lord's intention to make atLy pro- 
position on the subject,) before he had risen to 
address the Chair. Not se^ing-«iy olher Hon. 
Member disBPsgd-ttrproceed in the business, he 
wished to ask the Noble Lord, whether it was his 
intention to call the further attention of the' 
House to her Royal Highness's letter ? 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that no person 
could feel more thoroughly than himself the im« 
portance and delicacy of the present subject. 
But, as a notice was entered in the books of the 
House of a motion at no further distant period 
than the day after to-morrow, relative to her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, it did npt 
appear to him to be necessary, at present^ to enter 
on the transaction alluded to. Whatever dejicacy 
he might entertain on the subject, when the pro- 
per day should arrive, necessity might probably 
impose on him the obligation of fully explaining 
all the circumstitnces of (he case* But he trusted 
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that iJie House would agre0 with bior that he ha^ 
fulfilled bis public duty in not anticipatipg ^he e%* 
pected discussion. 

Mr. Whitbjieaj> inquired if the ttononrablt? 
Member who had given the notice (Mf. Cochrane 
Johnstone) was in the House. If so, he trusife& 
that he would enter into some explanation on the 
subject. The letter which had been read by thfe 
Speaker, avowedly originated with her Royal 
Highness thePrincess of Wales. ^eHoft. Menr- 
ber who had given notice of a motion rdativeto 
her Royal Highness, could alone say whether he 
was authorised by, or whether h^aoted in concur-, 
rence with, her Royal Highness. He (Mr. W.) 
apprehended not. As it appeared that this Hon. 
Member was not in the House,, it might fce^expe- 
dieiit, tlBat,:nyhen he came, he should be informed 
•of the grounds on which it might be e)6pected by 
the House that he would declare whether his ^no- 
tion was or was not founded on any understanding 
with her Royal Highness. If the Hpai. Member 
shotld state that he had no authority from her 
Royal Highness, it would then be for theHouse io 
decidei on the propriety of taking her Royal High- 
nesses coiftmunication into their most serious and 
delibemte consideration, (ash? brusted they, would}) 
independently of a notice ivith wluch it w^uld-ag* 
pear to be wholly uncbnnecfted^ ; 
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